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LOVING JESUS, LOVING PEOPLE, PLOWING A COUNTER-CULTURE 
 
TEXT: Genesis 4:17–5:24 
MAIN IDEA: As mankind plunges ever further into sin and rebellion, God holds out the hope of 
salvation for those who walk with him. 

LEADERS: 

• On Saturday, April 1, we will be hosting our Easter Eggstravaganza at our Ringwood Campus! This 
is a great event for kids 10 and under, with plenty of fun and crazy stuff, and is also an outreach 
opportunity for your friends and family. So cast those nets! For overflow parking, we’ll be shuttling 
people from the nearby Community Presbyterian Church at 145 Carletondale Road in Ringwood. 

• We’re once again mugging our neighbors. For those unfamiliar with this practice, it means that you 
grab a free Emergence mug on Sunday, stuff it with all kinds of goodies, and give it to a friend or 
neighbor as an invitation for them to come out to celebrate Easter with us. 

• Our Good Friday reflection and communion services will be held at our Totowa campus on Friday, 
April 7, at 4:30 pm, 6:00 pm, and 7:30 pm. 

• Our Easter services will be on Sunday, April 9, at 8:00 am, 9:15 am, 10:30 am, and 11:45 am at our 
Totowa campus, and at 9:00 am and 10:30 am at our Ringwood campus. Come celebrate our risen 
King. 

 
GETTING STARTED: 

• Watch this week’s Community Extras Video. 
• Icebreaker: What is your favorite family tradition? 
• Opener: What did you take away from the sermon this week? 

 
 

THE LINE OF CAIN 

Leaders: As we explore the two family lines given in Genesis 4 and 5, it is important not to make 
assumptions that are not warranted by the text. The individuals in Cain’s line are not doomed to wickedness 
and judgment simply because of their biological descent any more than those in Seth’s line are destined for 
eternal blessedness because of theirs. In fact, for the majority of names in Seth’s lineage (the “good” one) 
all we are told is their that they suffered death, the consequence for sin. We know precious little about 
most of the people in both lines. The author highlights some things about some of Cain’s descendants and 
contrasts them with some things about some of Seth’s in order to show us the two paths that humanity 
takes—one towards evil and the other towards God, with those in the first camp vastly outnumbering those 
in the second. 

Read: Genesis 4:17–22. 

 What are the cultural achievements credited to individuals in the line of Cain? 
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  In the sermon, Ryan made the observation that “external progress does not result in 
internal progress.” What does this mean, and how does the text support this idea?  

 What is the proper biblical way to think of human cultural advancement? 

 What are some examples of great achievements in our day that promise fulfillment but also 
have the potential to amplify evil? 

  Ryan also pointed out that when are impressed by people who accomplish great things we 
are prone to give their opinions on spiritual matters more weight than we should. Where have you 
found this to be true in your life? What does this tell us about the condition of the human heart 
and mind? 

LAMECH 

Read Genesis 4:23–24. 

 What are the evils that the text highlights in the life of Lamech? 

Leaders: Polygamy, murder, a twisted sense of retribution, and celebrating his wickedness. 

  Most people today eschew the practice of polygamy (having multiple wives). In case it’s not 
obvious enough, there are multiple TV shows that drive this home (“Escaping Polygamy,” “Big 
Love,” “Keep Sweet, Pray, Obey”). However, maybe we aren’t as far beyond this as we like to 
think. How is the spirit of polygamy alive and well in our culture today? 

  Lamech’s desire for excessive vengeance is clearly on display as “seventy-sevenfold.” 
Where today do you still see this kind of thinking? 

 Do you still celebrate your sin? 

Leaders: In the sermon, Ryan noted that we sometimes accept or embrace patterns of sin by giving them 
cute labels. For example: stubborn (unteachable), outspoken (rude), lazy, passive, hot-tempered, 
materialistic, etc. 

THE LINE OF SETH 

Read Genesis 4:25–5:5. 

 Genesis 4:26 makes the short note, “At that time people began to call upon the name of the 
LORD.” How does this color the otherwise dreary tone of these chapters? 

 Why do you think creation themes are reintroduced in 5:1–5?   
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Have someone brave read Genesis 5:6–24. 

  Why are we told, of each individual in this section, “And he died”? Isn’t that obvious? 

  When we get to the account of Enoch’s life in verses 21–24, we are twice told, “Enoch 
walked with God.” What does it mean to walk with God? How is your walk with God? 

  Everyone else in this chapter meets the same end: “And he died.” Enoch, however, “was 
not, for God took him.” What is the text teaching us by breaking the pattern with Enoch? 

 Are there patterns in your family history that you need to break? 

Read 2 Corinthians 5:16–21. 

  How does this passage relate to what we learned in Genesis this week? 

 How would you frame the gospel in terms of what is said in Genesis 4:17–5:24? 

 

PRAYER TIME 

Praise God for the hope he is given us, even in a world that seems hopeless. 

Pray that God would help you to see your sin as it truly is and would kill any taste you still have for 
it. 

Pray that the Lord would give you a deeper understanding of what it means to walk with Jesus, and 
that he would continue to empower you to do it. 


