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LOVING JESUS, LOVING PEOPLE, PLOWING A COUNTER-CULTURE 
 
TEXT: Genesis 6–8 
MAIN IDEA: God judges sin and provides salvation to those who listen to him. 

LEADERS: 

• On Saturday, April 1, we will be hosting our Easter Eggstravaganza at our Ringwood Campus! This 
is a great event for kids 10 and under, with plenty of fun and crazy stuff, and is also an outreach 
opportunity for your friends and family. So cast those nets! For overflow parking, we’ll be shuttling 
people from the nearby Community Presbyterian Church at 145 Carletondale Road in Ringwood. 

• We’re once again mugging our neighbors. For those unfamiliar with this practice, it means that you 
grab a free Emergence mug on Sunday, stuff it with all kinds of goodies, and give it to a friend or 
neighbor as an invitation for them to come out to celebrate Easter with us. 

• Our Good Friday reflection and communion services will be held at our Totowa campus on Friday, 
April 7, at 4:30 pm, 6:00 pm, and 7:30 pm. 

• Our Easter services will be on Sunday, April 9, at 8:00 am, 9:15 am, 10:30 am, and 11:45 am at our 
Totowa campus, and at 9:00 am and 10:30 am at our Ringwood campus. Come celebrate our risen 
King. 

 
GETTING STARTED: 

• Watch this week’s Community Extras Video. 
• Icebreaker: Do you view humanity as generally good or bad? 
• Opener: What did you take away from the sermon this week? 

 
 

THE CONDITION 

Read: Genesis 6:5–12. 

  Put verse five into your own words. 

 Do you think this is an accurate description of humanity today? Why or why not? 

 What does verse 6 tell us about God’s emotional response to sin? 

Leaders: There is a lively debate over how to correctly understand the language in the Bible that speaks of 
God “regretting” certain things, which is sometimes obscured by the different translations this term receives, 
depending on the context of each passage: “to regret,” “to grieve,” “to lament,” “to be sorry,” “to relent.” 
Some of these senses would seem to imply that God is surprised or does not expect certain things to 
happen. However, this makes little sense, given God’s complete knowledge of all future states of affairs. 
Ryan offered the helpful analogy of a person knowing a root canal is going to be unpleasant versus actually 
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experiencing the root canal. In addition, the verb translated “grieved” in this verse is different, and is taken 
from the term for “pain,” which we have already seen in 3:16, 17, and 5:29. 

 Does God’s emotional response to sin factor into how you evaluate your own sin and fight it in 
your everyday life? Why or why not? 

GOD’S JUDGMENT 

Read Genesis 6:7 and 13. 

 What are the various ways that people respond to the notion of God’s judgment, and how 
would you answer such responses in a way that is both winsome and truthful? 

Read Genesis 7:17–24. 

  In the sermon, Ryan explained God’s devastating judgment on humanity as a function of 
God’s holiness. What is holiness? 

 How does the holiness of God impact the way you live? 

GOD’S FAVOR 

Read Genesis 6:9–22. 

  What does it mean to be righteous and blameless in one’s own generation? 

 How do Noah’s actions throughout the story of the flood reflect his righteousness? 

 Do you think it is appropriate to refer to the moral behavior of Christians as “righteous”? 
Why or why not? 

Leaders: Note that this is distinct from the righteous status that we have by virtue of our union with Christ. 

  In the sermon, Ryan noted that God’s commands are for our good, flourishing, and 
salvation. With respect to which of God’s commands do you tend to forget this? 

  Put yourself in Noah’s sandals. What excuses could he have made to disregard God’s 
commands to him? 

 What excuses do you make to disregard God’s commands? 

  How did Noah display saving faith (see also Heb 11:7)? How is faith in Jesus today similar? 
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PRAYER TIME 

Praise God that he both judges sin and provides salvation. 

Pray that God would help you to live righteously in this generation. 

Pray that the Lord would help you to see his commands as life-giving, rather than burdensome. 


