
WINTER 2023: WEEK 9 
ORIGINS: THE FALL 

 

 1 

LOVING JESUS, LOVING PEOPLE, PLOWING A COUNTER-CULTURE 
 
TEXT: Genesis 8:20–9:27 
MAIN IDEA: God is graciously loving towards all of humanity, despite our persistent evil. 

LEADERS: 

• We will be having a family dedication service on May 7. This is where we as parents and as a church 
commit to raising our children in the love and knowledge of Jesus. Do you have kiddos under 5 and 
haven’t done this yet? Then sign up on the Digital Bulletin. 

• On Saturday, April 29, we’re going to have a Ringwood Service Day, where there will be three 
opportunities to meet the tangible needs of our community. Sign up on the Digital Bulletin. 

• Here are all the Easter related dates and times: 
o Eggstravaganza 

April 1, 10–12 pm. 
Ringwood Campus, 30 Carletondale Road, Ringwood. 
Families with kids 10 and under. 
Overflow parking at Community Presbyterian Church, 145 Carletondale Road, 
Ringwood. 

o Good Friday Services 
April 7, 4:30 pm, 6:00 pm, and 7:30 pm. 
Totowa campus. 

o Easter Services 
April 9 
Totowa: 8:00 am, 9:15 am, 10:30 am, and 11:45 am. 
Ringwood: 9:00 am and 10:30 am. 

• Don’t forget to mug your neighbors! 
 

GETTING STARTED: 

• Watch this week’s Community Extras Video. 
• Icebreaker: Who is a flawed fictional character who appeals to you. What do you like about him 

or her?  
• Opener: What did you take away from the sermon this week? 

 
A NEW CREATION 

Read: Genesis 9:1–7. 

 Where in these verses do you see parallels to the narrative about God’s creation in Genesis 1 
and 2, and what points are being made by these parallels? 

 What do you learn about man’s relationship to the created order in verses 3 and 4, and where 
do you see this ignored today? Where do you see it upheld? 
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 What do we learn about the dignity of man in verses 5 and 6, and where do you see this 
ignored today? Where do you see it upheld? 

 Consider your answers to the last two questions. Why is it important for God to say these 
things at this point in Genesis? 

GOD’S COVENANT WITH ALL FLESH 

Read Genesis 8:20–22. 

 Try to spot the parallel between verse 21 and Genesis 6:6. What is the significance of this 
parallel? 

 How do you see God’s promises in these verses (8:20–22) at work in the world today? 

Read Genesis 9:8–17. 

 How would you summarize the content of God’s covenant with all creation (called the 
“Noahic Covenant”)? Pay attention to 8:21–22 as well! 

 Can you recall what was said in the sermon regarding the meaning of the bow hung in the 
heavens? 

 Since we know that God is faithful in keeping his word, what promises of God do you cling to 
guide your life?   

WHAT CHANGES PEOPLE (AND WHAT DOESN’T) 

Read Genesis 9:18–27. 

 What are some parallels that you can see between this story and the account of the fall in 
Genesis 3? 

Leaders: Ryan Franey gave a helpful list in his sermon: 

• Misuse/abuse of something that grows from the ground. 
• Shame associated with nakedness. 
• Failure to acknowledge one’s own responsibility. 
• Sin passed down to children. 

 Here we see Noah was unable to control his enjoyment of wine, which leads to sin. What in 
God’s good creation are you tempted to abuse in a way that leads you and others into sin?  

 When in our lives do we act similarly to Ham? 
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 When in our lives do we act similarly to Shem and Japheth? Is it ever appropriate to expose 
other people’s sin, and if so, when and how?  

  Before this story, Noah is portrayed as blameless and righteous. And yet here, we see both 
him and his son Ham fail. What does this teach us about the nature of sin? 

Leaders: A helpful verse that both Ryans shared in their sermons is 1 Corinthians 10:12: “Therefore let 
anyone who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall.” 

  How does this week’s entire passage (8:20–9:27) point us to Jesus? 

 

PRAYER TIME 

Praise God for his good creation, which he has given us to enjoy, despite our sin. 

Pray that God would show you how he is using the signs of his common grace to bring people in 
your life closer to him. 

Pray that God would give you wisdom in how to lovingly deal with other people’s sin and shame. 


