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LOVING JESUS, LOVING PEOPLE, PLOWING A COUNTER-CULTURE 
 
TEXT: Genesis 2:15; 5:29; Colossians 3:17; Hebrews 6:10; Psalm 127:2; 1 Thessalonians 4:10–12; 
John 6:27–29 
MAIN IDEA: Work is a good and sacred gift given to us by God. 

LEADERS: 

• Our Marriage Workshop is right around the corner. On February 18, from 9 am to noon, whether 
you’re single, engaged, or married, you are welcome to attend. The cost is $15 per person or $25 
for couples. Sign-up is on the Digital Bulletin. 

• We once again have the awesome opportunity to provide meals over at Servant’s Heart.  
o This ministry provides an introductory trade education that equips young adults with skills 

to build houses so that they can serve the community in the name of Jesus in north Jersey. 
o Our groups have the opportunity to provide meals for about 30 people at Servant Heart’s 

Paterson location. Meals should be there by 7:45 pm. 
o There are plenty of dates that need to be filled. 
o Sign up at https://www.servantsheartnj.org/wpmeals/. 

• Totowa Middle School ministry is now going on at both the 9 am AND the 11:40 am services. 

GETTING STARTED: 

• Watch this week’s Community Extras Video. 
• Icebreaker: What is the best job you’ve ever had in your life? 
• Opener: What did you take away from the sermon this week? 

 
 
This week, we focus on one aspect of God’s creation of man: The goodness of work. 

 What is the work the Lord has given to you in this season of life, and what is your general 
attitude towards it? 

 What in your life has most shaped the way you think about your work? 

CREATED FOR WORK 

Read: Genesis 2:15 

 Steve made the point that, when we read, “God placed him in the garden,” the word that is 
used is actually one of the Hebrew words for “to rest.” What do you think is implied by this 
unusual word choice? How can work be restful? 

Leaders: This is a different term than shabat, which means “stop,” and from which we get the concept of 
the Sabbath. While a Sabbath is necessarily a cessation from work, the kind of rest spoken of in this verse 
is compatible with work. 
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  What are some characteristics of the kind of work that brings flourishing and the kind that 
does not? 

Read Genesis 3:17–19. 

  How would you describe the difference between Adam’s work in the garden (Genesis 2) 
and work in the world once sin has entered in (Genesis 3)? 

 Is it inevitable that all our work will be characterized by pain and toil? Why or why not? 

DISCOVERY OF GIFTS THROUGH WORK 

 When has work revealed a way in which the Lord has gifted you? 

Read Colossians 3:17. 

  How can you live out this verse in the context of the work you do now? 

WORK AS WORSHIP 

  What does it mean to worship God? 

  If I am worshiping God through my work, at what point can I know that I’ve done a good 
job? 

THE NECESSITY OF REST 

In the sermon, Steve portrayed anxiety as the antithesis of godly rest, and gave us the following 
meditation to help center us: 

• “I am not all that important at my job.” 
• “The world was held together by God before I got here, and he will hold it together 

after I’m gone.” 
• “God didn’t make me for my career.” 
• “God knows my every need and he will provide for me.” 

 Which of these do you find the most challenging for you to accept, and why? 

  We’ve talked about how work can become worship. How and why is rest an act of 
worship? 
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WORK TO LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR 

 

With some exceptions, all work is a sacred trust from God in which we can see a redemptive 
purpose. Steve gave some examples: a utility worker on a pole brings others power so they can live 
for God’s glory; someone who manufactures an obscure cell phone component enables people to 
have a great ministry tool. 

  What is a redemptive purpose in your work? 

  At what point might a follower of Jesus need to consider a career change, owing either to 
a lack of a redemptive purpose, or a negative aspect to their job that eclipses the redemptive 
purpose? 

WORK AS EVANGELISTIC 

Obviously, opportunities to speak out and share the gospel are evangelistic. But that’s basically 
“evangelism as evangelistic.” Here, we’re talking about work itself becoming a witness to others of 
the grace of Jesus in our lives. 

Note: The gospel cannot be communicated only through actions; it is “good news,” and news must be 
spoken to be shared. When we talk about work as “evangelistic,” we mean that how we work can show 
people the truth of God in a way that prepares their hearts for hearing the word of truth. 

 What heart attitude should you have towards your work so that people can see Jesus in 
you? No one-word answers allowed!! 

 Who is someone at your work—a boss, a coworker, a customer, a vendor, etc.—whom you 
would like to see impacted by the witness you can display in your work? 

 

PRAYER TIME 

Praise God for the work he has given you. 

Pray for God to reveal to you the ways that you can put this week’s message into practice as you 
go about the work God has given you this week. 

Pray for opportunities to display God’s impact in your life in how you work this week, and for that 
to become a lifelong habit. 


