Sermon Notes

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF ROCHELLE

TO “GO AND MAKE DISCIPLES OF ALL PEOPLE” INVITING THEM INTO
A SAVING RELATIONSHIP WITH CHRIST, BUILDING THEM INTO THE
IMAGE OF CHRIST, SENDING THEM INTO SERVICE FOR CHRIST.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
1100 CALVIN ROAD // ROCHELLE, IL 61068
PHONE: 815-562-7053 WEB: PLACEFORGRACE.COM



February 15, 2026 - 9:00am

Welcome and Announcements

Time of Preparation for Worship

Introit: O Worship the Lord

Call to Worship - Psalm 145:1-7

Leader: I will extol you, my God and King, and bless your name forever and ever.
All: Every day I will bless you and praise your name forever and ever.

Leader: Great is the LORD and greatly to be praised; his greatness is unsearchable.

AllL: One generation shall extol your works to another and shall declare your mighty
acts.

Leader: They will recount the glorious splendor of your majesty, and on your wondrous
works [ will meditate.

All: They will proclaim the might of your awesome deeds, and I will declare your
greatness.

Leader: They shall celebrate the fame of your abundant goodness and shall sing aloud of
your righteousness.

Song: I Surrender All
Prayer of Confession and Assurance of Pardon
Leader: Almighty God, we confess how hard it is to be your people.

All: You have called us to be the church, to continue the mission of Jesus Christ to

our lonely and confused world. Yet we acknowledge we are more apathetic than
active, isolated than involved, callous than compassionate, obstinate than obedient,
legalistic than loving.

Leader: Gracious Lord, have mercy upon us and forgive our sins. Remove the obstacles
preventing us from being your representatives to a broken world.

All: Awaken our hearts to the promised gift of your indwelling Spirit. This we pray
in Jesus’ powerful name. Amen

Choir Anthem: Its in His Name

Scripture: John 14:15-17, John 16:13, Galatians 5:16-18, 25
Sermon: “Surrender”

Song: No One Ever Cared for Me Like Jesus

Prayers of the People

Offering and Doxology

Song: Worthy Of It All

Blessing: 1Thessalonians 5:23-24

Flowers are given in honor of Maisie Jane Pohl, born January 18, 2026.
Maisie is the daughter of Tori & Nick Pohl, sister of Delani McGee and Preston Pohl and
granddaughter of Loyd & Sara Pohl.



SUNDAY, February 15
9:00 a.m. Worship Service
10:00 a.m. Fellowship Hour, Adult Education,
Sunday School
6:30 p.m. High School Youth Group
6:30 p.m. Chunko's Small Group
7:00 p.m. AA Meeting

MONDAY, February 16

10:00 a.m. Bible Study with Connie Dougherty
6:30 p.m. Cub Scouts

6:30 p.m. Middle School Youth Group

TUESDAY, February 17
7:00 p.m. Committees & Deacons

WEDNESDAY, February 18
11:00 a.m. Prayer Group
6:00 p.m. Choir
6:30 p.m. Ash Wednesday Service
7:00 p.m. AA Meeting

THURSDAY, February 19
7:00 am. Kiwanis
10:00 a.m. Bible Study with Jeana
4:00 p.m. 3-5th Grade Youth Group

SATURDAY, February 21
7:30 a.m. Men's Breakfast
7:00 p.m. AA Meeting

SUNDAY, February 22
9:00 a.m. Worship
10:00 a.m. Fellowship Hour, Adult Ed, Sunday
School
6:30 p.m. Chunko's Small Group
6:30 p.m. High School Youth Group

Our 3-5h graders are headed to Arctic Blast at
Camp Timber-Lee this weekend! Please pray for
their time together, chapel sessions, fun and

safety as they play and grow together!

Clara Rowley Colin Shearer
DeeDee Koenig Bryce Adolph
Abigail Norris Maddox Carlson

Anna Norris Ronan Thompson

Ava Vogeler Maddox Holmgren

Lily Schroll
Riley Young

Eleanor Kulwicki Chaperones:
Oakey Gonzales Sara Slattengren
Brody Lofthouse Tessa Stouffer
Rory Williams Andrea Pinnick
Liam Alford Brittanie Shearer
Silas Rones Brian Lofthouse
Hudson Slattengren Cooper Holmgren
Xander Gonzales Parker Slattengren
Warren Pinnick John Gonzales
Spencer Kulwicki Josh Kulwicki

Worship Pastor /Pastoral Care—Xav Valdivieso
Office Coordinator/DCE - Sara Slattengren
Student Ministry Leader - Tessa Stouffer
Secretary/Receptionist - Midge Berg
Financial Secretary - Karen Hauck

Church Web Site: www.placeforgrace.com

E-Mail Addresses:

Xav Valdivieso: xjvaldi@placeforgrace.com
Sara Slattengren: sara@placeforgrace.com
Tessa Stouffer : tessa@placeforgrace.com
Karen Hauck: karen@placeforgrace.com
Midge Berg: midge@placeforgrace.com
Church Office: info@placeforgrace.com

7:00 p.m. AA Meeting

Office Hours: M-Th 9a-4p
Fri 9a-12Noon

LENTEN SOUP MEALS

Do you have a favorite soup recipe? Would you be willing to cook it and share with the
congregation?

Fellowship commission is looking for a group of people to volunteer to prepare and serve
a light meal - soup and bread - before the midweek Lenten services again this year. Our

estimate is that 5 slow cookers would serve the approximately 75 people who have
attended the Tuesday night services in past years. Please also purchase or prepare
biscuits, breads, crackers, muffins, etc. to accompany the soup. (Parents - we will have
peanut butter, jelly and bread available for you to make sandwiches for your children if
they do not like the soup.)

The light meal will be served at 5:45 p.m. with the Lenten service to begin at 6:30 p.m. on
Tuesdays, February 24, March 3, 10,17, 24. Please email (sara@placeforgrace.com) or call
(815-562-7053) the office or sign up on the form below and return in the offering plate to
let us know which week you will serve and who will be working with you, or if you need

us to find helpers for you. Thank you!

~-Fellowship Commission

YES! I will help prepare a light supper on Tuesday

I will find my own helpers

I need you to find helpers for me

Name

Phone Email




We are excited to
announce that the
Personnel

Committee took a

| request to the

' Session meeting in

February, and it was
passed that Xav

Valdivieso is hired for a 1-year commitment to
serve our church as the Pastor of Worship

and to continue his Pastoral Care Ministry.

Xav will be overseeing the music ministry at
our church; choosing and singing songs,
working alongside and offering support to
both our choir director and organist, Teresa
and our Worship Musician, Callie. He is
excited about his new calling and looks
forward to serving our church.

If you would like to get ahold of him, contact
is: Xav’s Cell Phone: 815-761-2005
Xav's Email: xjvaldi@placeforgrace.com

We are excited to announce that
Personnel took a recommendation to
session to hire Callie Ackland as our
Worship Musician. Callie has been

working closely with Hal & Sheri and
Xav since the beginning of January.

Callie
Ackland,
born and
raised in
Rochelle,
loves the

LORD and
loves

song. She has [eg il |
three sisters (including an identical
twin!), one dog and three rabbits. It is her
absolute joy to serve the LORD at
Rochelle Presbyterian church alongside
her brothers and sisters in Christ. Callie
is a distant cousin to Todd Ackland and
his family.

Fellowship Commission Request

Are you a lover of baking cookies? Do you enjoy walking through the cookie aisle at the
grocery store, trying to choose just the right kind? If so, Fellowship Commission could
use your help! We are in need of cookies (storebought or homemade) for upcoming
Sundays, and any amount you could provide would be greatly appreciated!

Feel free to drop them off at the church during the week and place them in the freezer
and we will take it from there! Also, we are very grateful to those of you would have
provided cookies thus far to enjoy with our coffee time!

Any questions, please reach out to us. Thank you so much!
The Fellowship Commission

Karen Cech, Rachel Thorson, Shay Good

Join us on Wednesday, February 18 at 6:30pm for the Ash Wednesday Service.

This service offers us the opportunity to begin the Lenten journey together as we look
toward the Good Friday and Easter morning.

All those who desire to receive communion and/or the imposition of ashes will be able
to do so.

NEW LIFE LIBRARY

Janette Oke, who has written over 80 novels since 1979 has been a very familiar author to most of us. In fact we
have a whole shelf of her books in our library plus a few Love Comes Softly DVDs. Not to mention, one of her
series, When Calls The Heart, has been playing on the Hallmark channel the past few years.

Can you believe, that after retiring three times and at the age of 90, she has written another novel? (That alone is
an inspiration!) She says that she had no plans to write another novel until she “felt a strong nudge from God”
while doing a Bible study on the book of Revelation.

The Pharisee's Wife is about a Jewish girl during the time of Jesus life, death, resurrection, and after. Another
great read by this author! I don't want to give the story away. Hopefully, you will read for yourself. And I highly
recommend the pages following where she tells about salvation, the second coming, etc. Tlooked up her back-
ground and she is a “committed Evangelical Christian.”

She also said that “my research did not always provide the needed background information, so T used the 'writer's
license'..... Therefore some of the story's background should not be understood as historical fact.”

I highly recommend this book! A great book for our library as it is very spiritual as well as another good story .
FYIL: We just put her auto-biography in the Biography section recently.

Judy Schermerhorn



