
Joshua and Judges
(Ruth - optional study)

As we begin, we need to remember a few things.  First, remember

that the Bible is about God, not us.  We must keep that perspective, or we

will miss much of what He is teaching us.  Secondly, we need to study well,

engaging our minds as well as our hearts so that we can fully hear all the

Holy Spirit wants to teach us.  Finally, we need to keep in mind that the

Bible is a cohesive whole, following a narrative that overarches every book

of the Bible.  This means that we need to be looking for this “metanarrative”

within each book as we study.  The Bible is about creation, fall, redemption,

and restoration – all the work of God.  “All Scripture is breathed out by God

and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in

righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every

good work.” (2 Timothy 3:16-17)
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Week One (9/6/22 - Dates are suggested for discussion times) –

Introduction

For our first lesson, we will work on getting context and background

information for the books of Joshua and Judges.  This background

information will help us to keep a perspective of first listening with the ears

of the original recipients and then with our own.  Read the books of Joshua

and Judges and look for the answers to these questions or consult with a

study Bible’s introduction. (If you choose to study Ruth, you will need to

answer these questions for Ruth as well.)

1. Who wrote Joshua? Judges?

2. When was Joshua written? Judges?

3. To or for whom was Joshua written? Judges?

4. In what style was Joshua written? Judges?

5. Why was Joshua written? Judges?  (overarching themes)

6. Find some information about the timeline of these books.  They are not

written in chronological order, so you will need to note where time jumps

around.
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Week Two (9/13/22): Joshua 1

THINGS TO THINK ABOUT:
1. Who is Joshua?  Cf. Exodus 24:13, Numbers 27:18-23, Deuteronomy

1:38, 31:23

2. What phrase does God use to encourage Joshua repeatedly in this
chapter?  What instructions does He give Joshua?

3. What actions did Joshua take after receiving the instructions of the
Lord?  How might you apply this to your own life?

4. What were Joshua’s instructions to the tribes that settled east of the
Jordan (beginning in v. 12 - use your cross references to better
understand)?  How did they respond?  How would this encourage
Joshua and the other Israelites?
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Week Three (9/20/22): Joshua 2

THINGS TO THINK ABOUT:

1. How does Rahab’s story show that God did indeed want to bless all

people through the nation of Israel, even before the coming of the

Messiah?  Cf. Genesis 12:3, Hebrews 11:31, James 2:18-26,

Matthew 1:1-6; What saved Rahab?

2. Could other citizens of Jericho have been saved?  Why were they

not?
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Week Four (9/27/22): Joshua 3 and 4

THINGS TO THINK ABOUT:

1. Think about the order of events in these chapters.  What did God do?

What did the people do?  How can we apply these principles of

progress in our lives?

2. Why did the Israelites make a pile of stones?  What is their

significance?  How can we make similar memorials in our own lives?

3. Contrast the attitude of the people in these chapters with the attitude

of their fathers in Numbers 14:1-10.  Which attitude do you have

when God gives you hard things to do?
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Week Five (10/4/22): Joshua 5 and 6

THINGS TO THINK ABOUT:

1. What did the Israelites need to do before they began their conquest

of Canaan?  Why was that important?  Cf. Genesis 17:1-14

2. Who did Joshua meet near Jericho?  Why is his reply important?

What does this tell us about the Lord’s battle strategy versus our

own?

3. What were God’s instructions to the Israelites concerning the people

and things of Jericho?  What struggles do you have with this

command?  Cf. Genesis 15:16, Leviticus 18:24-28, Deuteronomy

12:29-32 and 20:16-18
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Week Six (10/11/22): Joshua 7

THINGS TO THINK ABOUT:

1. How does sin affect us?  How does it affect those around us?  Cf.

Isaiah 59:1-2

2. What are the consequences of our sin - for us and for those around

us?  Is this harsh or is it just?
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Week Seven (10/18/22): Joshua 8

THINGS TO THINK ABOUT:

1. Remember that this is a historical account of a real battle.  Put

yourself in the place of the Israelites.  What concerns would you have

after previously being defeated in Ai?  What do God’s words to

Joshua in the beginning of this chapter tell you about how God deals

with sin that has been dealt with?  Do we deal with it in a similar

fashion?  Why or why not?

2. Why does Joshua read the words of the Law to the people again?

Cf. Deuteronomy 11:26-32 and 27:1-28:68
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Week Eight (10/25/22): Joshua 9

THINGS TO THINK ABOUT:

1. What is Joshua’s first and biggest mistake?  Why is it even more

important for leaders to not to make such a mistake?

2. Are the Gibeonites showing saving faith?  Why were they spared?
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Week Nine (11/1/22): Joshua 10

THINGS TO THINK ABOUT:

1. Why do you think the Canaanites attacked the Gibeonites rather than

directly attacking Israel?  What do we learn about integrity and

honor?

2. What ways does God fight for Israel in the battles in this chapter?  In

what ways does Joshua and the Israelites show faith and fruit from

lessons learned in previous battles here?
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Week Ten (11/8/22): Joshua 11 and 12

THINGS TO THINK ABOUT:

1. Did it matter that the number of the enemy was as many as the sand

on the seashore?  Why or why not?  How does God encourage

Joshua in the face of such a large enemy?

2. Why was it necessary for Israel to completely wipe out the

Canaanites?  Use previous lessons and Scripture from the New

Testament to support your thoughts.
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Week Eleven (11/15/22): Joshua 13, 14, and 15

THINGS TO THINK ABOUT:

1. Use a map to trace the inheritance of Israel.  Why would God include

such detailed lists of boundaries in the Bible?

2. How does Caleb’s request show his faith? Cf. Numbers 13-14
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Make-up, Catch up, or Break: 11/22/22

Week Twelve (11/29/22): Joshua 16 and 17

THINGS TO THINK ABOUT:

1. Did the Israelites obey God’s command concerning the Canaanites?

Support your answer with specific verses.

2. What do we learn about God’s heart for women by looking at the

daughters of Zelophehad?

3. Compare and contrast Caleb’s request for territory (from last week)

with the request from the people of the tribe of Ephraim.
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Week Thirteen (12/6/22): Joshua 18 and 19

THINGS TO THINK ABOUT:

1. Joshua asks a pointed question in 18:3.  Why do you think it was

needed?  Do we need to ask ourselves such a question?  Cf.

Hebrews 4:1, 6:11-12

2. Notice the importance of leadership in these chapters.  What kind of

leaders are needed to move God’s people into the land?  What kind

of Christian leaders are needed today?
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Week Fourteen (12/13/22): Joshua 20 and 21

THINGS TO THINK ABOUT:

1. Find the cities listed on a map.  What is the purpose of the cities of

refuge?  Why do the Levites have cities scattered throughout Israel?

2. Where is our refuge?  What do we need refuge from?

3. What is our inheritance? Cf. 1 Peter 1:3-4
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Make-up, Catch up, or Break: 12/20/22 and 12/27/22

Week Fifteen (1/3/23): Joshua 22

THINGS TO THINK ABOUT:

1. How is the situation of Reuben, Gad, and the half tribe of Manasseh

different from the other tribes?  Why does Joshua commend them?

2. Describe the conflict and confusion between the eastern and western

tribes.  Were the western tribes right to be concerned?  Cf. Numbers

25:1-9 and Deuteronomy 12:10-14
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Week Sixteen (1/10/23): Joshua 23

THINGS TO THINK ABOUT:

1. What does Joshua want all of Israel to remember?  To avoid?

2. Keep in mind that, though they had divided up the land, it was not

completely conquered.  Some of the Canaanite people had been

spared while some of the land was still being fought for.  What

possible problems do you think this will cause in light of Joshua’s

message in this chapter?  What can we learn from this?
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Week Seventeen (1/17/23): Joshua 24

THINGS TO THINK ABOUT:

1. Has Israel been faithful to God throughout their history?  What

examples in this chapter illustrate that this is a continual problem?

What idols do we have the most trouble permanently doing away with

in our lives?

2. How does Joshua’s challenge show us that faith is based on a choice

we make each moment rather than feelings or situations?
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Week Eighteen (1/24/23): Judges 1

THINGS TO THINK ABOUT:

1. This chapter is a companion to the book of Joshua as it recounts and

summarizes some of the events in, around, and just after Israel’s

campaign to take the promised land.  What tribe leads the charge

after Joshua’s death?  Use a concordance and other study material to

find this tribe’s future significance.

2. Go back and find phrases like “did not drive out” and “persisted in

living in”.  Why is it important that we note this?  What was God’s

command to Israel concerning the Canaanites?  Do they have any

real excuse for disobedience?  Keep this in mind as we read Judges

and see the consequences.
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Week Nineteen (1/31/23): Judges 2

THINGS TO THINK ABOUT:

1. Reread verse 10.  What does this say about Joshua’s generation and

the elders that survived him?  How can we learn from their mistakes?

2. This section is also a summary section, followed by details later.

Notice the cycle that is introduced.  Write out this cycle, refining it as

you study further.  Do we still get stuck in this cycle?  Cf. Romans

6:16, Colossians 3:5-6, Hebrews 12:14-17, Revelation 3:1-3

3. Why will God no longer drive out the Canaanites before Israel?  What

can we learn about hardships He allows in our lives from this?
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Week Twenty (2/7/23): Judges 3

THINGS TO THINK ABOUT:

1. Trace Israel’s cycle in this chapter (you should have written this out

previously, if not, write it out here).  Notice that it truly is a continual

cycle.  What can we learn about our lives from this?

2. What made Othniel and Ehud able to rescue Israel?  Did they rescue

them permanently?  What did Israel most need to be rescued from?

Could any judge truly rescue them?
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Week Twenty-One (2/14/23): Judges 4

THINGS TO THINK ABOUT:

1. Why do you think Barak insisted Deborah go with him?  Think about

other leaders God has been patient with.  Why does God choose to

use leaders who show human weaknesses?  Cf. Exodus 4:13-16, 2

Corinthians 3:5-6

2. Do you see the sovereignty of God in this chapter and in His

leadership of Israel? What do we need to learn about the battles in

our lives? Cf. Exodus 14:13-14, 2 Samuel 8:6, 2 Chronicles 20:15-17
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Week Twenty-Two (2/21/23): Judges 5

THINGS TO THINK ABOUT:

1. Divide this song into its four parts -

Praise

Problem

Rally and rebuke

Victory

2. Look again at verses 6-8.  What were the results of Israel’s evil?
What can we learn about being apathetic about our faith?

3. Make a list of qualities praised and qualities condemned in this song.
How can we apply this knowledge to our own lives?
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Week Twenty-Three (2/28/23): Judges 6

THINGS TO THINK ABOUT:

1. Notice the phrase in verse 1: “Then the sons of Israel did what was

evil in the sight of the Lord”.  This phrase has been repeated before.

You may want to go back and mark it, as well as marking it here and

in future chapters.  Why do the people of Israel keep returning to evil?

What are the consequences this time?

2. Why did Gideon need to first clean the idolatry out of his own house

before he could clean it out of Israel?  What can we learn apply from

this in our own homes?  Cf. 2 Timothy 2:19-21

3. Why did Gideon test God?  Is this an example we should follow or a

warning not to be afraid to be obedient?  Cf. Deuteronomy 6:16
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Week Twenty-Four (3/7/23): Judges 7

THINGS TO THINK ABOUT:

1. Why did God want to pare down Gideon’s army to such a small

number?  Does God still ask us to do seemingly impossible tasks?

Why?  Cf. 2 Corinthians 12:9-10

2. How does God continue to encourage Gideon, even in his weak

faith?  Where do you see evidence in your own life of such

encouragement?
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Week Twenty-Five (3/14/23): Judges 8

THINGS TO THINK ABOUT:

1. Examine the leadership and character of Gideon.  Look back over the

previous chapters.  In what ways was Gideon a good leader?  In what

ways did he fail as a leader?  What is revealed about his character?

2. What can we learn from this chapter about the importance of faith

and godly leadership even during times of peace?  How can we apply

this to times of peace in our own lives?

29



Week Twenty-Six (3/21/23): Judges 9

THINGS TO THINK ABOUT:

1. How did Gideon’s sin affect his family?  Does our sin always affect

others?  In what ways?

2. Notice that Abimelech ruled for three years (v. 22) before God

punished him.  Have you ever had to wait on God’s timing for help

from some difficulty?  How can we wait well?
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Week Twenty-Seven (3/28/23): Judges 10:1-11:28

THINGS TO THINK ABOUT:

1. Look at 10:1-6.  Over and over again, judges “save” Israel, but what

does Israel really need to be saved from?  Can anyone who is fully

man save us from this?  So Who can save us? Cf. Romans 7:24-25

2. Describe the character and leadership of Jephthah.  Must we be

defined by the circumstances of our birth and childhood?
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Week Twenty-Eight (4/4/23): Judges 11:29-12:15

THINGS TO THINK ABOUT:

1. What do we learn about rash vows from this text?  How can we apply

this to our own lives?  Cf. Ecclesiastes 5:1-7, Deuteronomy 23:21-23

2. Consider the Ephraimites.  Look also at  Judges 8:1-3.  List some

characteristics of this tribe.
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Make-up, Catch up, or Break: 4/11/23

Week Twenty-Nine (4/18/23): Judges 13

THINGS TO THINK ABOUT:

1. What can we learn from Manoah and his wife about where to turn for

parenting guidance?

2. Describe the faith of both Manoah and his wife.
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Week Thirty (4/25/23): Judges 14 and 15

THINGS TO THINK ABOUT:

1. While Samson’s mother may have taken the Nazirite vow seriously,

Samson did not.  Examine Numbers 6:1-21 and list ways Samson did

not follow the Lord’s instructions for him.  What does this show of his

character?

2. We know from the previous chapters that Samson’s parents sought

the Lord’s guidance in their parenting.  Did this cause Samson

himself to seek the Lord’s guidance?  What can we learn about our

own parenting and the choices our children make from these

chapters?

3. How do the men of Judah deal with Samson?  Are they willing to

follow him or are they content to continue to be ruled by the

Philistines?  What does this say about their faith in God and His

chosen judge?
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Week Thirty-One (5/2/23): Judges 16

THINGS TO THINK ABOUT:

1. “The Lord does not abandon us when we sin, but sin can ruin our

lives.” (MacArthur 103) How does Samson’s life show the truth of this

statement?

2. What does Samson’s life teach us about relationships with

unbelievers?  Why does God forbid us to be “unequally yoked”? Cf. 2

Corinthians 6:14
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Week Thirty-Two (5/9/23): Judges 17 and 18

THINGS TO THINK ABOUT:

1. Read 17:6 again.  How do these chapters illustrate the description of

Israel in that verse?

2. Describe the idolatry here.  Do these people see their actions as

idolatry?  Why or why not?

3. Describe the character of the Levite.  Is he fulfilling the role God

assigned to the Levites? Cf. Numbers 1:50, 3:41
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Week Thirty-Three (5/16/23): Judges 19

THINGS TO THINK ABOUT:

1. Israel has fallen into great darkness.  This chapter shows the

darkness without the oppression, but only the sin of Israel.  Describe

the sin of the men of Gibeah.

2. Notice that, like in Genesis 19, the men of the house are willing to

sacrifice their women to save their male guests.  What does this tell

you about the treatment of women during this time?  Does God

approve of such treatment?

3. This chapter shows the cultural norms when it comes to hospitality.

What is good and what is bad about the way the old man in Gibeah

shows hospitality?  Cf. Hebrews 13:2
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Week Thirty-Four (5/23/23): Judges 20

THINGS TO THINK ABOUT:

1. Notice how all of Israel, especially Benjamin, suffers for the sins of

the men of Gibeah.  Does anyone escape pain when sin is allowed to

run rampant?

2. Some good does come because of Gibeah’s sin.  Describe how Israel

has awakened to sin, its consequences, and God’s view of it.
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Week Thirty-Five (5/30/23): Judges 21

THINGS TO THINK ABOUT:

1. Unity in Israel, just like unity in the body of Christ, is very important.

How do the men of Israel deal with the consequences of their vow

while still maintaining unity with Benjamin now that the battle is over?

2. How does the writer of Judges sum up the conditions in Israel?  How

have we seen this to be true in this book?  Does this make them

weak or strong as a nation? As individuals?  What can we apply to

our own lives from this observation?
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Ruth (optional study)
THINGS TO THINK ABOUT:

1. Examine the faith and character of

Elimelech:

Naomi:

Orpah:

Ruth:

Boaz:

2. How does this story teach us about God’s faithfulness, even when

things seem bleak?
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Sources and helpful resources (Please note that I am not sure these

references are in proper format, but hopefully there is enough information

for you to find them.)

● https://www.knowingthebible.net/bible-maps

● BLB App from blueletterbible.org

● Biblehub App from biblehub.com

● Hendricks, Howard and Hendricks, William. (2007). Living by the

Book.  Chicago, Illinois: Moody Publishers.

● MacArthur, John. (2016). Joshua, Judges, and Ruth: Finally in the

Land. Harper Christian Resources, Thomas Nelson.

● Mercy Gate Church Discipleship Course material.

● New American Standard Bible. (n.d.) New American Standard Bible

online. Biblegateway.com

● Precept Ministries. (2000). The New Inductive Study Bible, NASB.

Eugene, Oregon:  Harvest House Publishers.

● Stibbs, A.M. (Ed.). (1949). Search the Scriptures: A three-year daily

devotional guide to the whole Bible. Downers Grove, Illinois:

InterVarsity Press.

● Strong, J. (2010). The New Strong’s Expanded Exhaustive

Concordance of the Bible. Thomas Nelson Publishers.
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