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‘When Troops Are Deployed and Governors
Push Back: The Answer Is in Romans

Recently, President Donald Trump responded to
protests in Southern California by deploying the
National Guard and U.S. Marines to Los Angeles. This
move provoked a strong reaction from the State
Governor Gavin Newsom. As tensions rose between
the federal and state governments, the media and
public quickly took sides. Yet for Christians, the
more important question is not, “Which side are
you on?” but rather, “What does Scripture say
about the role of government?”

Romans 13:1 says, “Let every person be subject to
the governing authorities. For there is no authority
except from God, and those that exist have been
instituted by God.” This verse points out that all
governments or authorities are ordained by God. The
Old Testament also reveals that it is God who brings
about or ends all governments and authorities in the
world, and they all have to give an account to God.
Their purpose is not to serve political interests but to
carry out the mission God has entrusted to
them. According to this passage, the government has
at least three responsibilities:

1. Maintain order (13:3) — to prevent societal chaos
and ensure peace for its citizens.

2. Administer justice (13:4) — to exercise public
authority in punishing wrongdoing.

3. Restrain evil and reward good (13:4) — to uphold
moral boundaries through law and encourage
righteousness.

Therefore, in times of political controversy, our
standard of judgment should not be “who speaks the
loudest” or “what feels right to me,” but rather, which
side is more faithful to the God-ordained purpose of
government? Christians must not be led by headlines,
nor rely on personal emotions or moral instincts as the
final authority. This is one of the traps of our culture
today—placing human feelings above divine truth.
We must be Scripture-centered, not self-centered.
Romans 13 provides the framework for discerning the
government’s role. We believers should reflect on this:
In the midst of chaos, do we still follow the teachings
of the Bible and pray for the government often (1
Timothy 2:1-3)? While appealing to the government,
do we still act according to the biblical truth?At the
same time, we must remember: within the body of
Christ, believers may differ on political perspectives,
but what matters most to the Lord is unity. Jesus called
both Simon the Zealot and Matthew the tax
collector—two men with radically opposing political
views—to be His disciples. The gospel unites where
politics would divide.

As Romans 14:1 reminds us, “As for the one who
is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to quarrel over
opinions.” We must stand firm in the truth of Scripture,
and yet love and respect fellow believers whose
views may differ from our own. May we be known
not only for discerning right from wrong, but also for
demonstrating unity and grace, bearing witness to the
glory of God’s kingdom.
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Key Verse: When Peter came to himself, he said, “Now I am sure
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expecting.” (Acts 12:11)
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Witness the Gospel.

Sunday Prayer: 9:30 AM in classroom #13. Please
join us to lift up our church in prayer.

CCC Special Report: Starting this week, we will
resume publishing short articles in the weekly
bulletin to help us learn how to view current world
events through the teachings of the Bible.

4.EM Meeting: Wed., 6/18, 7:30pm at Mason

Church; please pray for it and the EM team.

5. CCC Picnic: Sat., 6/21, 10am at Cardinal Crest

Shelter in Sharon Woods located at 11310 S
Meadow Dr, Sharonville, OH 45241. There will be
BBQ, delicious dishes and games. Please bring your
own picnic chairs/sun protection equipment and
two gallon-sized or liter drinks/water. The parking
lot near the shelter is reserved for the elderly})special
needs and families with young kids. (Please inform
the park ticket booth of the CCC picnic to get a free
pass.) The coordinator is Deacon Yuanxin Zhou.
Please cordially invite friends and come with your
entire family to the event.
CCC Special Prayer Meeting: Sun., 6/22, 3-5pm
at Mason Church. Pray for Ohio SB88/HBI.
CCC Joint Prayer and Co-Worker’s Meeting:
Wed., 6/25, 7:30pm at Mason Church. Topic:
Seeking confirmation of brother Chao Tan as Mason
Church’s new educational deacon. Brothers and
sisters are cordially invited to join.
Mason Church Summer Adult Sunday School
Opens for Registration: 1) 6/22-8/31, 10 weeks, an
online class: The Bible and Israel by Mark and
Theresa; signup link: https://forms. gle/b2cIRvLsAUUKAZJKS
2) 7/13-8/24, 7 weeks at Mason Church, classes
are: the Book of Esther by Zhengchao Gu, How to
Lead the Small Group Bible Study by Brian Liu,
Christ’s Life by Huiping Li and Yuangang Zhang;
signup  link:  https:/forms.gle/SHFWGNCvrZG7rUx8
Please register eagerly for either online or in person
classes to be equipped by God’s Word.
2025 MCCA Summer Retreat: Thur.-Sun., 7/3-
7/6, at Wright State University. 1) Chinese
Congregation Theme: Live out Christ, Proclaim
Christ; Keynote Speakers: Pastors Norman Chuang
and Wesley Hu. 2) English Congregation Theme:
Standing Firm in My Faith; Keynote Speaker:
Kirklin Lee. Registration is open from now-6/22
at www.mccaretreat.org. Please reserve time and
invite friends to join.
Ohio 11" MER 1: Sat.-Mon, 8/30-9/1 in Cincy
Please register at https:/tinyurl.com/Ohio10thMER1; or
contact Harry Wang/ Shipan Dai for details.
Prayer Requests

1. Pray for the members 02025 Thailand STM (7/21-

8/1) by name and their bodies, minds and spirits:
Andrew Liu, Weiheng Dong, Nathan Zhang,
Josh Yang, Alice Dong, Jackie Zhang, Angelina
Chen, Audrey Hamel, Lye Ming Tang, Yin
Zhang, Peter Yang, Shenghe Zhan and a child
Shawn Zhang.

2. Thank God for the successful VBS and the labor of

the coworkers. Pray for the new kids to join
Children’s Sunday School and AWANA and their
parents to the small groups.

. Brother Jing-Huei Lee has stepped down from his

role as Outreach Deacon with Brother Yong Lin
now assuming the position. Thank God for Brother
Jing-Huei’s many years of faithful service.



