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Seeing the Hope of the Gospel Through Conflict
By Pastor Bobby Young

Recently, the conflict between Israel and Iran drew

worldwide attention. This was not merely a military
operation, but a collision of history and faith. For
Christians, the most important question is not who wins
or loses, but whether we are discerning God's work
among the nations through the lens of Scripture.
As early as Genesis, God foretold that Abraham’s two
sons would live in opposition. The angel said to Hagar,
“He [Ishmael] shall be a wild donkey of a man... He shall
dwell over against all his kinsmen.” (Genesis 16:12,
ESV) The descendants of Isaac and Ishmael would
eventually form the Jewish and Arab peoples. The
conflict between the two is not as simple as a conflict
between countries.

Psalm 83 records the nations uniting to say, “Come,
let us wipe them out as a nation; let the name of Israel
be remembered no more!” (Psalm 83:4, ESV) Psalm 83
also lists ten hostile nations—most of which are
historically linked to Arab peoples. The Book of Esther
also shows that the Persians (ancestors of modern Iran)
were also influenced by these nations and became
hostile to the Jews. These scriptures not only review
historical facts, but also reveal spiritual realities: true
faith in God often faces resistance from the world, just
as God’s people have experienced throughout the ages.

It is worth noting that both Jews and Muslims

consider themselves recipients of divine revelation. Jews
believe that God spoke through Moses and the prophets;
Muslims claim that Muhammad is the final prophet and
that Allah’s complete revelation is contained in the
Qur’an. Because of this, the current conflict is not
merely historical or political—it is a profound struggle
over the question: “Who truly represents God?” And
this reminds us: though many claim to possess the truth,
it is God Himself who has made the Truth and Grace
known through Jesus Christ and brought true peace to
the world. (Jn 1:14, 14:6)
As the church, we cannot merely comment on global
affairs from the sidelines. We must return to the center
of the Gospel. What can truly break the enmity between
human beings is not military deterrence or diplomatic
negotiation—but the peace of the Cross. The Apostle
Paul writes, “But now in Christ Jesus you who once were
far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ.”
(Ephesians 2:13, ESV) The Gospel is God’s salvation
prepared for all nations. The Jews need the Gospel, and
so do the Arabs.

Therefore, in a time of global upheaval and
international conflicts, we must have spiritual
discernment—recognizing that our battle is not against
flesh and blood. We must trust the Lord who rules
history, not be shaken by world events. And we must
faithfully fulfill the mission Christ entrusted to us: to
bring the Gospel to the descendants of both Isaac and
Ishmael. The Lord still reigns, the church still has a
mission, and the Gospel remains the only true answer
for our generation.
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Witness the Gospel.

2. Sunday Prayer: 8:30 AM in classroom #13. Please

join us to lift up our church in prayer.

CCC Special Prayer Meeting: Today, 3-5pm at
Mason Church. Pray for Ohio SB88/HBI1.

CCC Joint Prayer and Co-Worker’s Meeting:
Wed., 6/25, 7:30pm at Mason Church. Topic:
Seeking confirmation of brother Chao Tan as Mason
Church’s new educational deacon. Brothers and
sisters are cordially invited to join.

Sister Fellowship: Sat., 6/28, 1-3:30pm, in Chinese
at Mason Church. Sisters are invited to attend.
Mason Church Prayer Meeting: Wed., 7/2, 8 pm,
at Mason Church. All SG leaders must attend.

7.Mason Church Summer Adult Sunday School

Registration: 1) today-8/31, 9:30am, 10 weeks, an
online class : The Bible and Israel; still open for
SIgNUP: https://forms. gle/b2eRvLsAUUKAzIKs  2) 7/13-8/24,
9:30am, 7 weeks at Mason Church, classes are:
the Book of Esther, How to Lead the Small Group
Bible Study, Christ’s Life-continued class ; signup
link:  https:/forms.gle/SItFWGNCvrZG7rUx8 Please
register eagerly for either online or in person classes
to be equipped by God’s Word.
2025 MCCA Summer Retreat: Thur.-Sun., 7/3-
7/6, at Wright State University. 1) Chinese
Congregation Theme: Live out Christ, Proclaim
Christ; Keynote Speakers: Pastors Norman Chuang
and Wesley Hu. 2) English Congregation Theme:
Standing Firm in My Faith; Keynote Speaker:
Kirklin Lee. Registration is open from now-6/22
at www.mccaretreat.org. Please reserve time and
invite friends to join.
Ohio 11" MER 1: Sat.-Mon, 8/30-9/1 in Cincy
Please register at https:/tinyurl.com/Ohio10thMER1; or
contact Harry Wang/ Shipan Dai for details.
Prayer Requests

. Pray for the members of 2025 Thailand STM (7/21-

8/1) by name and their bodies, minds and spirits:
Andrew Liu, Weiheng Dong, Nathan Zhang,
Josh Yang, Alice Dong, Jackie Zhang, Angelina
Chen, Audrey Hamel, Lye Ming Tang, Yin
Zhang, Peter Yang, Shenghe Zhan and a child
Shawn Zhang.

Sister Joy will leave Cincinnati, thank God for her
faithful service in GCC. Pray that God will prepare

anew secretary for GCC.

. Pastor Young is preaching at LCCC today; may

God grant him strength.

Pray for the preparations and arrangements of the
English congregation of MCCA.

Please pray for the children's musical, which will
rehearse on Friday nights starting 11 July. May God
prepare the co-workers to serve with joy and the
children to practice wholeheartedly.

Pray for CCC to have a children’s minister and may
God prepare one who is after His heart for us.

. Pray for bro. Corey Bourassa who will serve as a

part time minister in CCC starting in July. May God
grant him wisdom to shepherd our young adults.
Pray for Wendy Wong with her family and Lydia
Wu who will share with us in July; may God’s
peace be with them in everything.

. Pray for the situation in the Middle East; may God

grant His peace there.



