
Matthew 2

Matthew 2:1-11  1 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, 
wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, 2 saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For 
we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 3 When Herod the king heard this, he was 
troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; 4 and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he 
inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written 
by the prophet: 6 “‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of 
Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 7 Then Herod summoned the 
wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the star had appeared. 8 And he sent them to 
Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word, that 
I too may come and worship him.” 9 After listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star 
that they had seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest over the place where the child 
was. 10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 11 And going into the house, they 
saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they 
offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh.

RECAP

This Sunday, Pastor Dean completed the second week of our Advent Series, Behold, with a teaching from 
Matthew 2 about the wise men’s encounter with God coming into the world through the person of Jesus. These 
pagan men were excited to honor this new King who had been heralded by a star.

The theme of this series has been a challenge for us to see the difference between seeing and beholding Jesus. It 
is easy for us to miss Him even in the middle of a Christian holiday season. To behold Jesus is to see Him for all 
that He is. 

Not everyone shared their excitement about the arrival of Jesus. Herod was troubled at the news. He sees a new 
king as a threat to his own authority. The Jews are also troubled because they fear the wrath of Herod. You see 
Herod knew that there could only be one king. If Jesus is King, then Herod is not. 

How are you doing at beholding Jesus? Do you realize the power of the reality that the Creator of the universe 
has come to us? Have you wrestled with the idea that if Jesus is King, then you are not? When we see Jesus in all 
of His greatness, the only appropriate response is worship, which is exactly what the wise men did when they 
found Him.



DISCUSS

1. What Christmas tradition are you looking forward to most this year?

2. What is your favorite Christmas hymn?

READ MATTHEW 2:1-11

1. What words, images, or phrases stuck out to you?

2. What truth about Jesus in this passage challenges or encourages you?

3. A key phrase from this weekend's teaching was “If Jesus is King, then you are not.” What are the
implications of Jesus being the King over you?

4. Why do we sometimes resist submitting to Jesus as our King?

5. The scribes and priests in the text seem indifferent to the arrival of Jesus. How can we become indifferent
to Jesus even in the Church?

6. Share what it would mean to see Jesus for Who He is this Advent season. Pray together that Jesus would
give you a new understanding of what He has done in the world, and that this would fill you with hope and
move you to worship Him.
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