Title: Peace That Transcends Understanding: Choosing Christ Over Division

Sermon Summary:

This sermon addresses the critical need for Christians to maintain peace and
perspective in a world increasingly divided by opinions, teams, and political
allegiances. The pastor challenges believers to examine whether they are
operating under the peace of Christ or being controlled by worldly passions
and emotions. Using sports rivalries as an illustration, he demonstrates how
easily we can lose perspective and allow our emotions to override our
commitment to Christ. The core message emphasizes that Christians are
called to be agents of peace, to love their enemies, to submit to governing
authorities, and to let the Holy Spirit control their responses rather than
their flesh. The sermon warns against the danger of being "filled with the
spirit of our flesh" instead of being continually filled with the Holy Spirit,
reminding the congregation that we "leak™ and need constant refilling with
Christ's presence.

Key Points:

- Christians need to be continually filled with the Holy Spirit because we
naturally "leak” spiritually

- Peace from Christ defies logic and transcends circumstances, allowing
believers to remain calm in storms

- Our emotions and competitive nature can obscure our perspective and
cause us to lose sight of Christ

- The church is being divided over worldly issues when it should be united
in Christ

- We must let the peace of Christ "umpire"” our hearts and call the balls and
strikes in our lives

- Love for enemies and prayer for persecutors is not optional but
commanded by Jesus

- All governing authorities have been established by God, and Christians are
called to submit to them

- Our calling is to give God glory in everything, not to pick sides in worldly
battles

- The darker the world becomes, the greater opportunity we have to shine
Christ's light



- We must examine whether our zeal is for Christ or for worldly causes and
teams

Scripture Reference:

- Philippians 4:1-9 (primary focus on peace, prayer, and thinking on what is
true, noble, right, pure, lovely, and admirable)

- Matthew 5:38-48 (loving enemies, going the extra mile, praying for
persecutors)

- Romans 12:9-21 and 13:1-7 (living in harmony, submitting to governing
authorities, not taking revenge)

- Colossians 3:15 (let the peace of Christ rule/umpire in your hearts)

- 1 Corinthians 14:33 (God is not a God of disorder but of peace)

- Acts 7-9 (Saul's persecution of the church and conversion)

Stories:

- The pastor's experience with Indiana University football and how sports
rivalries reveal our tendency to pick sides and lose perspective

- The art competition about painting peace, where the winning painting
showed a bird peacefully nesting in a tree branch over rushing waterfall
waters, illustrating peace in the midst of turmoil

- The pastor's childhood memory of his father's reaction to the peace sign in
the 1960s

- The Roman soldier's right to compel citizens to carry their pack for one
mile, and Jesus' call to go two miles instead

- Stephen's stoning and Saul's approval, followed by his persecution of the
church before his conversion

- Paul's confrontation with Euodia and Syntyche in the Philippian church
about their disagreement

- The reference to religious leaders during Jesus' time who became so
competitive and defensive that they plotted to kill Jesus despite being "godly
people”



