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Welcome, friends, to this holy place.
We come to offer thanks and praise.
Welcome, friends, to this time set apart,
A time to sit with one another and hear the promises of God.
Welcome, friends, and let us worship God.
Our God whose love is everlasting!

Gracious God, we come to You confessing we have failed many people. We 
have let our pride get in the way of asking for forgiveness. We have failed 
to take responsibility when we have hurt others.

Shape and mold us to be people that follow Your example by living at 
peace with one another, and loving others as You have loved us. In the 
Name of Jesus we pray, Amen.

God calls us to share this good news with everyone
In Christ, we are forgiven!
Thanks be to God, amen.
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Luke 11:5-8
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Prelude in D Major, BWV 532/1
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Genesis 18:20-32

20 Then the Lord said, “How great is the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah 
and how very grave their sin! 21 I must go down and see whether they have done 
altogether according to the outcry that has come to me; and if not, I will know.”

22 So the men turned from there, and went toward Sodom, while Abraham 
remained standing before the Lord. 23 Then Abraham came near and said, “Will 
you indeed sweep away the righteous with the wicked? 24 Suppose there are fifty 
righteous within the city; will you then sweep away the place and not forgive it 
for the fifty righteous who are in it? 25 Far be it from you to do such a thing, to 
slay the righteous with the wicked, so that the righteous fare as the wicked! Far 
be that from you! Shall not the Judge of all the earth do what is just?” 26 And the 
Lord said, “If I find at Sodom fifty righteous in the city, I will forgive the whole 
place for their sake.” 27 Abraham answered, “Let me take it upon myself to speak 
to the Lord, I who am but dust and ashes. 28 Suppose five of the fifty righteous 
are lacking? Will you destroy the whole city for lack of five?” And he said, “I 
will not destroy it if I find forty-five there.” 29 Again he spoke to him, “Suppose 
forty are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of forty I will not do it.” 30 

Then he said, “Oh do not let the Lord be angry if I speak. Suppose thirty are 
found there.” He answered, “I will not do it, if I find thirty there.” 31 He said, “Let 
me take it upon myself to speak to the Lord. Suppose twenty are found there.” 
He answered, “For the sake of twenty I will not destroy it.” 32 Then he said, “Oh 
do not let the Lord be angry if I speak just once more. Suppose ten are found 
there.” He answered, “For the sake of ten I will not destroy it.”

Luke 11:5-8

5 And he said to them, “Suppose one of you has a friend, and you go to him at 
midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread; 6 for a friend 
of mine has arrived, and I have nothing to set before him.’ 7 And he answers 
from within, ‘Do not bother me; the door has already been locked, and my 
children are with me in bed; I cannot get up and give you anything.’ 8 I tell you, 
even though he will not get up and give him anything because he is his friend, 
at least because of his persistence he will get up and give him whatever he 
needs.


