Covenant Membership Renewal

Introduction
	As Christians, we are members of God’s household called to function, participate, and minister in a particular place within the body of Christ.  We are not called to independent Christian lives, but to a community with like-minded Christ follower’s committed to the works of service that God has prepared for us to do (Eph. 2:10; 4:12).  The Passage Church does not view membership flippantly, but instead we expect members to act as a missionary in the individual context God has placed them.  

What is a covenant? 
	A covenant is a promise by which we obligate ourselves to one another in such a way that the obligation of one party is not dependent on the faithfulness of the other.  There are various examples of covenants throughout the scripture; some of these covenants are between God and man while others are solely between men.  
	If at any time one of the parties, the individual member or corporate church body fails in its obligations, the other party is freed from certain aspects of the covenant.  The covenant of The Passage Church contains a statement of faith, statement of biblical doctrine, the obligations of The Passage Church to its members, and the obligations of members to The Passage Church. 

Statement of Faith 
· I am a Christian, saved from the eternal wrath of God by faith in Jesus Christ, my Lord and Savior, through his death and resurrection, by which I am assured of eternal life.  (John 3:16-18; Romans 3: 23-26)
· I believe Jesus is exactly who he claimed to be within the pages of Scripture. (Isaiah 53:6; Mark 14:62; John 4:25-26; 6:29; 8:58; 11:25-27; 14:6-7; 15:5)
· I have repented of my sins and have been made a new creation in Christ.  (1 John 1:9; Corinthians 5:17)
· In obedience to Scripture, I have been baptized to personally identify with the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus, and to publicly demonstrate my commitment as a disciple of Jesus. (Colossians 2:12; 1 Peter 3:21)
· I believe that the scriptures are true, authoritative and sufficient (Psalm 19:7-11; 2 Timothy 3:16).





Biblical Obligations of The Passage Church leadership to The Passage Church Members
· To appoint leadership according to the criteria assigned to them in the Scriptures (1 Timothy 3:1-13; Titus 1:5-9; 1 Peter 5:1-4)

· To prayerfully seek God’s will for our church community and steward her resources to the best of our ability based on our study of Scripture and following the Spirit.  (Acts 20:28)

· To care for you and seek your growth as a disciple of Jesus, in part by equipping you for service and praying for you regularly.  

· To provide teaching and counsel from the whole of Scripture. (1 Timothy 4:16; 2 Timothy 4:1-5; Titus 2:1)

· To be on guard against false teachers and teachings. (Matthew 7:15; 1 Timothy 1:3-7; 1 John 4:1)

· To loving exercise discipline when necessary, for the glory of God, the good for the one disciplined, and the health of the church as a whole. (Matthew 18:15-20; 1 Corinthians 5; Galatians 6:1; James 5:19-20)

Biblical Obligations of the Member to the Body of The Passage Church.  
· I have read and understood the vision and doctrinal statement and will not be divisive to its teaching.  I also understand the importance of submission to church leadership and will be diligent to preserve unity and peace. (Ephesians 4:1-3, Hebrews 13:7)

· I covenant to submit to the authority of Scripture as the final arbiter on all issues. (Psalm 119; 2 Timothy 3:16-17)

· I will maintain a close relationship with the Lord Jesus through regular Bible reading, prayer, fellowship, and practice of spiritual disciplines.  My relationship will be evident through my participation in weekly worship services, small groups, service, and a life that glorifies Jesus. 

· I will steward the resources God has given me.  This includes regular financial giving, service, and participation in community that is sacrificial and cheerful (Romans 12:1-8; 2 Corinthians 8-9; 12:7-31; 1 Peter 4:10-11)

· I will not function in leadership in another church family. (Hebrews 13:17)

· I agree, by God’s grace to walk in holiness as an act of worship to Jesus Christ who has saved me from my sins that I could have a new life.

My Commitment
	I have read and understood the membership covenant of The Passage Church and commit to live out my faith in community as a diligent, faithful disciple of Jesus.  I understand that this covenant obligates the leadership of The Passage Church to me and me to the members of The Passage Church.  I accept the responsibility to notify The Passage Church leadership if at any time I can no longer commit to this covenant, or if I have any questions, comments, or concerns regarding The Passage Church.  

_______ I want to renew my commitment as a member on mission with the Passage Church. 
_______ I have not attended membership, but plan to attend membership class in 2026 and pursue membership.

Serving
What area are you currently serving or would be interested in serving within The Passage Church? 

_______________________________________________________________________

Information
Name:________________________________________ Birth date: _________________	
Spouse Name (if married):________________________ Birth date:_________________
Address: ________________________________________________________________
Home Number:________________________Cell Number_________________________
Today’s Date:_______________________ 
Marital Status:    Single      Married   Divorced
Children: 
Name:______________________________________ Birth date:___________________
Name:______________________________________ Birth date:___________________
Name:______________________________________ Birth date:___________________
Name:______________________________________ Birth date:___________________


