
 
 

February 8, 2026 
Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 
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Good Morning and Welcome! 
If you are an online worshiper or guest today, please  

leave a record of your time with us online. Thank you!   

Online Guest Form 

 

7740 HIGHWAY 72 W | (256) 721-0041 | MLUTHERAN.ORG 

Light shines in the darkness for the upright, the psalmist 
sings. Isaiah declares that when we loose the bonds of 
injustice and share our bread with the hungry, the light 
breaks forth like the dawn. In another passage from the 
Sermon on the Mount, Jesus, the light of the world, calls 
his followers to let the light of their good works shine 
before others. Through baptism we are sent into the 
world to shine with the light of Christ. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf1h9pffP9qU-W67MdU_EB1qZHCP7kNBJdj3QLq_CVRPxxV8A/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1


ORDER OF WORSHIP FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship Holy Communion Setting One 

* Please stand as you are able 

 
PRELUDE “Trio on Westminster Abbey” (David Lasky) Melanie Payne 
  

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

INTERLUDE  
 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the Creator of heaven and earth, the Word who spoke 

life into being, the Wind stirring the waters. Amen. 
 

Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Mighty God, lover of justice, 

you call us to life in community, but we have served our own interests at the expense of 

our neighbors. We have sown deceit where honesty was needed. We say the right words, 

but our hearts are far from you. Turn us to seek your face. Knit us together and give us 

the mind of Christ, that we may do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with you, our 

God. 

Amen. 
 

The former things have passed away, and new things God now declares: 

Like a spring of water that never fails, God covers you in the righteousness of Christ, and 

forgives your sin in ☩ Jesus’ name. May the Spirit give you strength to live for others, 

and bless you with the gift of peace.  

Amen. 
 

*GATHERING SONG “Rise, Shine, You People!”      ELW 665 

 
 



 
 

*GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. And also with you. 
 

KYRIE 

 



 
 

*CANTICLE OF PRAISE “This Is the Feast” 

 



 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY   
 

TEMPLE TALK Scouts Rick Bagwell, Troop 404 (8:30) 

 Glen Long, Troop 8 (11:00) 
 

FIRST READING Isaiah 58:1-9a 
1 Shout out; do not hold back! Lift up your voice like a trumpet! Announce to my people their 

rebellion, to the house of Jacob their sins. 2 Yet day after day they seek me and delight to 

know my ways, as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness and did not forsake the 

ordinance of their God; they ask of me righteous judgments; they want God on their side. 
3 “Why do we fast, but you do not see? Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?” Look, 

you serve your own interest on your fast day and oppress all your workers. 4 You fast only to 

quarrel and to fight and to strike with a wicked fist. Such fasting as you do today will not 

make your voice heard on high. 5 Is such the fast that I choose, a day to humble oneself? Is it 

to bow down the head like a bulrush and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? Will you call this a fast, 

a day acceptable to the LORD? 
 

6 Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the straps of the 

yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? 7 Is it not to share your bread with 

the hungry and bring the homeless poor into your house; when you see the naked, to cover 

them and not to hide yourself from your own kin? 8 Then your light shall break forth like the 

dawn, and your healing shall spring up quickly; your vindicator shall go before you; the glory 

of the LORD shall be your rear guard. 9a Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer; you 

shall cry for help, and he will say, “Here I am.” 
 

 The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM Psalm 112:1-9 
1 Hallelujah! Happy are they who fear the LORD  

and have great delight in God’s commandments! 
 

2 Their descendants will be mighty in the land;  

the generation of the upright will be blessed. 
 

3 Wealth and riches will be in their house, and their righteousness will last forever. 
 

4 Light shines in the darkness for the upright; the righteous are merciful and full of 

compassion. 
 

5 It is good for them to be generous in lending and to manage their affairs with justice. 
 

6 For they will never be shaken; the righteous will be kept in everlasting remembrance. 



 

7 They will not be afraid of any evil rumors; their heart is steadfast, trusting in the LORD. 
8 Their heart is established and will not shrink,  

until they see their desire upon their enemies. 
 

9 They have given freely to the poor, and their righteousness stands fast forever;  

they will hold up their head with honor. 
 

SECOND READING   1 Corinthians 2:1-12 
1 When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not come proclaiming the testimony of God 

to you with superior speech or wisdom. 2 For I decided to know nothing among you except 

Jesus Christ and him crucified. 3 And I came to you in weakness and in fear and in much 

trembling. 4 My speech and my proclamation were made not with persuasive words of wisdom 

but with a demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 5 so that your faith might rest not on 

human wisdom but on the power of God. 
 

 6 Yet among the mature we do speak wisdom, though it is not a wisdom of this age or of the 

rulers of this age, who are being destroyed. 7 But we speak God’s wisdom, a hidden mystery, 

which God decreed before the ages for our glory 8 and which none of the rulers of this age 

understood, for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 9 But, as it is 

written, 
 

 “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the human heart conceived, what God has 

prepared for those who love him”— 
 

10 God has revealed to us through the Spirit, for the Spirit searches everything, even the depths 

of God. 11 For what human knows what is truly human except the human spirit that is within? 

So also no one comprehends what is truly God’s except the Spirit of God. 12 Now we have 

received not the spirit of the world but the Spirit that is from God, so that we may understand 

the gifts bestowed on us by God. 
  

 The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE Bonnie Flowers 
 

GOSPEL FANFARE     
 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 

* GOSPEL  ANNOUNCEMENT 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 5th chapter.  Glory to you, O Lord. 



*GOSPEL   Matthew 5:13-20 
13 “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be restored? It 

is no longer good for anything but is thrown out and trampled under foot. 
 

14 “You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. 15 People do not light a 

lamp and put it under the bushel basket; rather, they put it on the lampstand, and it gives light 

to all in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see 

your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven. 
 

17 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have come not to 

abolish but to fulfill. 18 For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, not 

one stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until all is accomplished. 19 Therefore, whoever 

breaks one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be 

called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them and teaches them will be called 

great in the kingdom of heaven. 20 For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the 

scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.” 
 

 The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON Pastor Kris Schroeder 
 

*HYMN OF THE DAY “O God of Light ELW 507 

 

 

 

 

 



*APOSTLES CREED   

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  

 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  

 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

*PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
 

OFFERING 
 

Organ Solo (8:30): “Humbly, I Adore Thee Verity Unseen” (Callahan) Melanie Payne 
 

Anthem (11:00): Cantata 142 Alleluia (J. S. Bach) Choir 
 

*PRESENTATION OF GIFTS “As with Gladness Men of Old”  ELW 302 (verse 3) 

 

 

 

 
 

*OFFERING PRAYER 

God of majesty, 

no eye has seen, no ear has heard what you have prepared for those who love you, 

yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy. Use what we have gathered 



to feed us with the reign of God come near, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

Amen. 
 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING AND PREFACE 

 The Lord be with you.        And also with you. 

 Lift up your hearts.      We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

*LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  

your kingdom come, your will be done,  

on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those  

 who sin against us.  

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  

 now and forever. Amen. 
 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION   
 

 

 

 

 

 



COMMUNION SONG “Lamb of God” 

 
 

DISTRIBUTION 
 

HYMN “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” ELW 490 

 

 
 



HYMN “Gather Us In” ELW 532 

 



HYMN “Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service” ELW 712 (not printed) 
 

*POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

*POST COMMUNION CANTICLE “Now Lord”  

 
*BLESSING 
 

*SENDING SONG “We Are Marching in the Light”   ELW 866 
 
 



 
 

 

*DISMISSAL 

 Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy. We will! Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE “Duke Street” (David Lasky) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WE REMEMBER IN THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH TODAY 

Norma Freymuth 

Don & Lizzie Palmer 

Lindsey & the Porter Family 

Kevin 

Leighann 

Connie Stanger 

Stephen 

Rich 

Kenneth 

David 

Bryant 

David 

Sharon 

Beth 

Kathi 

Pam 

Peggy Mabry 

Joel Williemsen 

Victoria Zutter 

The Family of Roger Joens 

Bob Gustafson 
 

 

 

THE FLOWERS today are given to the Glory of God by the people of Messiah Lutheran. 
 

ALL ARE INVITED to enjoy coffee and fellowship after service in the Fellowship Hall. 
 

NURSERY staffed by Hannah Seitz, is through the double doors in the Narthex leading to the Sunday School 

classrooms. Newborns, toddlers, and children up to Pre-K are welcome. 
 

YOUTH SPONSORED PARENTS NIGHT OUT FEBRUARY 14. Enjoy a well-deserved night 

out. We’ll take care of the kids. Dinner and fun activities planned from 4:00p – 9:00p. Use this QR 

to sign up and reserve your spot! Free will donations accepted to sponsor youth activities.  
 

CHECK OUT THE ARTREACH VALENTINE CARDS. Browse the card rack in front of the church office 

and shop the beautiful handmade (some  hand painted) Valentines. ArtReach meets twice monthly on the 1st 

and 3rd Thursdays from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Come join us! Contact 

meredith.kilby@gmail.com for more information. 
 

FEBRUARY 15: COME FOR THE DONUTS… STAY FOR THE COUNCIL TALK! Grab a donut 

during coffee hour and chat with current and former council members. Getting involved is a rewarding way to 

support our wonderful Messiah community and ministries.  
 

CHILI COOK OFF RESCHEDULED FOR MARCH 7TH -- SAVE THE DATE! Warm your heart and your 

appetite at our Chili Cook-Off on Friday, March 7 at 5:00 PM. Bring your favorite chili to share or come ready 

to sample and vote. Fellowship, fun, and plenty of cozy bowls await. Everyone is welcome! 
 

INVITATION TO SYNOD REVIVAL. All members are encouraged to attend the SES Revival Days 

scheduled for Feb 21 in Birmingham and April 25 in Nashville. Get reenergized, connected and inspired. 

Contact a Council Member for more details and information.  
 

COLD SEASON IS HERE. Flu and Covid seems to be in the air. Please be conscious of possible illnesses. 

Use the hand sanitizer at the Welcome Center and avoid physical contact if you believe you might be ill. If your 

health, or someone you love is challenged, consider elbow bumps instead of handshakes. Let’s keep each other 

healthy! 

 

KIT MINISTRY – Bath Towels 27 x 52, Dark Colors    FOOD PANTRY – Mac and Cheese 
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**CHURCH CALENDAR** 
 

Sunday, February 8  

8:30 a.m. – *Service of Worship ELW Setting One  

  with the Lord’s Supper 

9:45 a.m.  – Adult Bible Study/Sunday School for all  

   ages 

10:30 a.m. - Choir Warm Up 

11:00 a.m.  – Service of Worship ELW Setting One with 

   the Lord’s Supper 

6:30 p.m.  – Notabella Rehearsal 
 

Tuesday, February 9 

9:00 a.m.  – Comforters 
 

Wednesday, February 10 

5:00 p.m.  – Confirmation Class 

6:00 p.m.  – Wednesday Night Dinner 

7:00 p.m.  – Adult Choir Rehearsal 
 

 

Thursday, February 11 

6:00 p.m. – Stephen Ministry 

6:30 p.m. – Kit Ministry 

7:00 p.m.  - Church Council 
 

Saturday, February 14 

4:00 p.m. - Parents Nights Out 
 

Sunday, February 15 Transfiguration Sunday 

8:30 a.m. – *Service of Worship Now the Feast with  

  the Lord’s Supper 

9:45 a.m. – Adult Bible Study/Sunday School for all  

  ages 

11:00 a.m.  – Band Led Service of Worship ELW Now  

  the Feast with the Lord’s Supper 

6:30 p.m. – Notabella Rehearsal 

 
*These services are live streamed on mlutheran.org and on MLC’s App 

 

 

LOOKING AHEAD 
 

February 18 – Ash Wednesday 

February 21 - Youth House of Harvest 

February 22 - Youth Monthly Dinner 

March 29 – Palm Sunday / Egg Hunt 

April 2 - Maundy Thursday 

April 3  – Good Friday 

April 5 - Easter Sunday 
 

 
ATTENDANCE        January 25 Online: 102 February 1:   8:30 – 88 11:00 - 49 
 

8:30 Worship  11:00 Worship 

Greeters Troop 404  Greeters Troop 404 

Cantor Lee Smith  Cantor Lee Smith 

Lector Joan Ellsworth  Lector Jutta DeMarsh 

Ushers Troop 404  Ushers  Troop 8 

Altar Guild    Janet Smith  Altar Guild    Debbie Neely 

Stream Team  Stephen Strand, Daniel Hopkin  Stream Team  Bob Davis 

Flower Guild   Claire Strand  Flower Guild   Claire Strand 

 


