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Romans 2:12-29  “ Praise f rom God? ”  

February 1, 2026  Neal McKinney  

 

Gentiles know the truth in their hearts 
(verses 12-16). 

• All sin is equally worthy of God’s wrath. 

• God’s moral law is written on everyone’s 

heart—even those who do not know 

him. 

 

The Name of God is blasphemed by the 
Jews’ hypocrisy (verses 17-24). 

• Those who call themselves God’s own, 

but who practice sin, are guilty 

regardless of their heritage. 

• We try to maximize others’ sin while 

minimizing our own (Your sin is 

deplorable, mine is manageable). 

• The way to defeat hypocrisy is through 

confession. 

 

God’s people, Jew or Gentile, have hearts 
which are changed by his Spirit, and they 
seek God’s praise  (verses 25-29). 

• Circumcision was originally an outward 

sign of covenant with God.  It was a sign 

of obedience. 

• The outward sign isn’t the true 

obedience; obedience is the visible 

result of an inward change of the heart. 

• God’s people are changed by the Holy 

Spirit, not by following religious laws and 

practices. 

 

Kingdom minded followers of Jesus speak 

the truth in love, confess their own 

hypocrisy, and desire God’s praise more than 

man’s. 
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Questions for Personal Study or Group Discussion 

Open  

• Who were some of your earliest Christian influences?  What do you remember about the way they 

lived? 

 

 

• What are some outward signs that people rely upon to try to be in right relationship with God? 

 

 

Read  

• Romans 2:12-29 

 

 

Observe  

• How does Paul distinguish between Gentile (verses 12-16) and Jew (verses 17-27)  What does Paul 

say that they have in common? 

 

 

• What was the original intent of the law and of circumcision (see Genesis 17:1-14)?  How does Paul say 

this is being twisted in his time? 

 

 

• What do you think Paul means by “circumcision of the heart in verse 29?  What does God “cut away” 

from our hearts?  Compare this to Deuteronomy 10:16; 30:6. 

 

Apply  

• The Jews were given the great privilege of having God’s law.  What privileges has God given you?  

How have you misused these privileges? 

 

 

 

• What happens when we say that we believe what the Bible teaches but don’t follow its commands?  

How have you been guilty of this? 

 

 

 

Prayer  

• Ask God to show you areas in your life where your actions don’t line up with what you say you believe 

(hypocrisy). 

• Confess your hypocrisies and ask God to change your actions and motivations.. 


