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Everyone — Jew and Gentile alike — is guilty
(verses 9-12)

The Jews are no better than others.
Everyone is on the same level—
condemned as sinners.

Everyone has consciously turned away
from God (“All we like sheep have
turned away,” Isaiah 53:6).

Sin is called out by the Scriptures (verses 10-

18)

Quoting from the Psalms, Proverbs, and
Isaiah, Paul recites an awful litany of the
sinfulness of humans.

Paul lists sins of thought (vv.10-12),
word (vv.13-14), and deed (vv.15-18).

The verdict of the Law (verses 19-20)

All are brought under the righteous
judgement of God.

No one is justified by the works of the
Law; therefore no one can prove
themselves righteous in the sight of
God.

The purpose of the Law is to illuminate
and convict us of our sin.

Kingdom minded followers of Jesus
understand that no one is righteous in
themselves, and that true righteousness
comes only through Jesus Christ.
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Questions for Personal Study or Group Discussion
Open

e As a child, were there any “perks” of belonging to your family?

¢ As a child, to whom did you compare yourself? Were you better or worse than them?

Read
¢ Romans 3:9-20

Observe

e The Jewish Christians in Rome apparently felt superior to the Gentile believers. But what does Paul
say that they have in common? (vv.9-10)

o What does Paul say in verses 10-18 about human thought, motivation, speech, and actions? When
you look at this list, how does it make you feel?

e What “positions of privilege” do people claim with respect to God; e.g., “l go to church every week,” or
“My dad’s the pastor,” or “I've memorized fifty Bible verses?”

Apply

e From verse 20, would you say that more descriptive (like a doctor’s thermometer) or prescriptive (like
medicine for a sick patient)? What is the purpose of the law?

¢ When did you first truly sense the reality of your sin and your need for God?

¢ What do chapters 2 & 3 of Romans say about the how and why we need to share the gospel with
others?

Prayer

e Admit your sin and confess your attempts to justify yourself before God.

o Ask God for forgiveness and for the grace to live a truly righteous life.



