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Romans 3: 21-31“ Righteous Through Faith ”  

February 22 , 2026  Neal McKinney  

 

Everyone has fallen short of the glory of God 
(verse 21) 

• God’s glory is his perfect standard for 

righteousness.  No one can meet that 

standard. 

• Federal headship: Adam was the federal 

(representative) head of he human race.  

Therefore, when Adam sinned, his guilt 

was passed on to all humankind. 

 

What we cannot do for ourselves has been 
done by the grace of God (verses 22-26) 

• In Christ, God shows his righteousness.  

He is both the just one and the one who 

justifies. 

• Thus, the law is not overturned or set 

aside… the requirements of the law are 

fulfilled in Jesus. 

 

No room for boasting (verses 27-31) 

• Nothing we can do will make us right 

wth God; not our goodness, religiosity, 

or ethnicity.  Only faith in the completed 

work of Jesus. 

• The gospel should always bring about 

humility. 

 

Kingdom minded followers of Jesus 

understand that though everyone falls short 

of the glory of God, righteousness can be 

ours through trusting in Christ Jesus alone. 
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Questions for Personal Study or Group Discussion  

Open  

• Who was your favorite superstar when you were young?  What made them special to you? 

 

 

Read  

• Romans 3:21-31 

 

 

Observe  

• Look up the definitions of these key words: “justification,” “redemption”, and “propitiation” (vv.24-25).  

What everyday examples could you use to illustrate each word? 

 

 

• What does each of these words point out about the death of Christ? 

 

 

• How do verses 21-31 break down the barriers between Jew and Gentile?  How do you think Paul’s 

readers responded to this? 

 

 

• What do these verses have to say to humankind in the 21st century? 

 

Apply  

• When did the message of God’s grace become real to you? 

 

 

• How does the grace of God affect your daily life?  What impact does it have on your thoughts, words, 

and actions?   

 

 

• Why should we be humbled by the gospel? 

 

 

 

Prayer  

• Express your gratitude to God for the grace he has shown you even though you don’t deserve it and 

cannot earn it. 

• Ask God for genuine humility in your life as you consider the gospel and its benefits. 


