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“The church is the overall assembly of people born-again by the Spirit of God, called-out from darkness and redeemed to become God’s own beloved possession, who are being built by Jesus on the revelation of Himself, who gather together regularly to receive the truth of the gospel and respond to God as a living temple indwelt by the Holy Spirit, bonded together as brothers and sisters in God’s own household, equipped by the gifts of Christ to be an embassy for the Kingdom of God on the earth.”



Notice the definition is much more “who” than “what”

“We focus on what the church is supposed to do without remembering who the Church is, and in turn, whose the Church is.”
· In other words, there are many out there trying to get the “what” right when they don’t have the “who” right. 
· A church that doesn’t know who she is will let other voices define her

“A church that begins with a missional purpose before it begins with its identity as communal reality in relation to God is problematic. [2] This orientation is very American but is not biblical. Biblically speaking, the missional purpose flows forth from the church's communal identity and is the inevitable outcome.” Exploring Ecclesiology - Book by Brad Harper & Louis Metzger

Let’s Start with the Word “Church”
Confusing words in the bible 
Etymology of “church” - “kuriakon”, a Greek word - obviously of kurios, “ of or belonging to the Lord”
· Occurred from the 3rd century on to be applied to houses of worship

Used 2x - kuriakos
No ref to church - 1 Cor 11:20, Rev 1:10 - Lord’s supper, Lord’s day
· We applied to the body of Christ

Kyriakos - those who belong to the Lord - kyrios - Sovereign master over people
· Church is therefore the special possession where He’s the master
· I will be your God, and you will be my people

There’s another word that translators have chosen to translate almost exclusively as Church in English.

EKKLESIA
ἐκκλησία ekklēsía, ek-klay-see'-ah;
· The New Testament word comes from two Greek words: 'EK' meaning "out of, and 'KALEO' meaning "to call"
· In the classical understanding 'ecclesia' was a convened assembly of free citizens, called to assemble together to give consideration to matters of public interest. These matters included election and dismissal of magistrates and other officers, directing policy of the city, declaring war, making peace, contracting treaties and arranging alliances, assigning troops and raising and allocating funds. - Jesus Christ Spirit Life Online Bible School
· Christianity kind of baptized ekklesia - as with apostollos



Important Church “Qualifiers”

1. Universal “Big C” [invisible]
a. All redeemed and born again of the Spirit for all-time, past,present, and future
b. The church universal - apostle’s creed, catholic faith
c. Important - to see ourselves in the bigger picture, generations, momentum, small
i. Matthew 16:18-20
ii. Colossians 1:18,24
iii. 1 Corinthians 12:28
iv. Eph 1:22,3:10,21, 5:23ff, 27,29,32

2. Local “Little c” [visible]
a. The in-time, local expressions of the Universal church without reference to denomination
i. Matthew 18:15-20
ii. Acts 13:1, 14:23
iii. Rom 16:1,4,5
iv. Phil 4:15
v. Col 4:15,16
1 Corinthians 14 can’t be about the whole of the Church - it’s a local application
· To the church of God which is at Corinth

You yourselves also know, Philippians, that at the [fn]first preaching of the gospel, after I left Macedonia, no church shared with me in the matter of giving and receiving but you alone; - Philippians 4:15

Paul and Silvanus and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace. - 1 Thess 1:1

3. Militant
a. Those members of the Universal church still living and advancing the Kingdom of God against the powers of darkness.
4. Triumphant
a. Those saints who have run their race and passed on to glory

What it is not:
· Denomination, organization, sect
· Entertainment center
· Replacement or progression of Israel
· The Kingdom
· Back-up plan of God
· Extension of a Political Agenda



Ekklesia concept - “Called Out”
Colossians 1:13
· “who did rescue us out of the authority of the darkness, and did translate [us] into the reign of the Son of His love,” - YLT
· “who delivered us out of the power of darkness, and translated us into the Kingdom of the Son of his love,” - WEB
· “who delivered us out of the power of darkness, and translated us into the kingdom of the Son of his love;” - ASV
1 Peter 2:9
· “9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God’s own possession, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light;” NASB95

Identity - rescued, delivered, set free - completely by grace
God’s people, called out of the world system that is hostile to and hates God
“They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world” (John 17:16).

Not just called out, but called to
· “Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—is not of the Father but is of the world. And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides forever” (1 John 2:15–17).
· Not to isolate ourselves from this world. Jesus: “let your lights so shine before men” (Matthew 5:16).
· 1 Peter 1:15-16 - But as He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, because it is written, "Be holy, for I am holy."


A Church that isn’t trying to live in holiness ain’t a church. 

Eph 5:25,27,29 - 25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church[G1577] and gave Himself up for her, ... 27 that He might present to Himself the church[G1577] in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she would be holy and blameless. ... 29 for no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ also [does] the church,[G1577]

Moses and the people of God as a type [Remember, not a replacement]

35 “This Moses whom they disowned, saying, ‘Who made you a ruler and a judge?’ is the one whom God [t]sent to be both a ruler and a deliverer with the [u]help of the angel who appeared to him in the thorn bush. 36 This man led them out, performing wonders and [v]signs in the land of Egypt and in the Red Sea and in the wilderness for forty years. 37 This is the Moses who said to the sons of Israel, ‘God will raise up for you a prophet [w]like me from your brethren.’ 38 This is the one who was in the congregation (EKKLESIA) in the wilderness together with the angel who was speaking to him on Mount Sinai, and who was with our fathers; and he received living oracles to pass on to you.” Acts 7:35-38 NASB95

· KJ21 - This is he, who in the church in the wilderness was with the angel who spoke to him on Mount Sinai, and with our fathers—the one who received the living oracles to give unto us,
· ASV - This is he that was in the church in the wilderness with the angel that spake to him in the mount Sinai, and with our fathers: who received living oracles to give unto us
· DRA - 38 This is he that was in the church in the wilderness, with the angel who spoke to him on mount Sina, and with our fathers; who received the words of life to give unto us.
· WYC - This it is [This is], that was in the church in wilderness, with the angel that spake to him in the mount Sina, and with our fathers; which took words of life to give to us.

Moses led a collection, assembly, congregation of “called-out” ones in the wilderness

OT - the Jewish Congregation - Deut 31:30
69x a translation of qahal - congregation, prob closest to ekklesia

TYPOLOGY
 
	God’s People in OT
	The Church in the NT

	Adam & Eve - Genesis 2:18-25
	Last Adam & the Church - Eph 5:22-33

	Temple - 2 Sam 7:1-16, 1 Kings 5-8
	Temple - 2 Cor 6:16, 1 Cor 3:16

	Kingdom of Priests - Is 61:6, Ex 19:6
	Kingdom of Priests - 1 Pet 2:9, Rev 1:6

	Bride of YHWH - Is 54:5, 62:5, Jer 2:2,
	Bride of Christ - 2 Cor 11:2–4, Eph 5, Rev 21:2, 9–10

	Flock of God - Ez 34, Ps 23, 95:7; 100:3, Is 40:11, Zech 10:3; 11:7
	Flock of Christ - Lu 12:32; Matt 10:16, John 10, Acts 20:28-29, 1 Pe 5:2-4

	Witnesses - Isaiah 43:10
	Witnesses - Acts 1:8

	Vineyard - Ps 80:8-16,Is 5:1-7,27:3-5
	Vineyard - John 15 

	Inheritance - Deu 4:20, Jer 10:16, Is 19:25, Ps 33:12
	Inheritance - Eph 1:18, 1 Pe 2:9




The thing that set the “church” Israel apart was His presence in their midst. In order to have that, there was a protocol, a set of rules, still sets us apart today, the presence was the primary distinction though, not the rules



Think of it in the big picture

14 Do not be [j]bound together with unbelievers; for what partnership have righteousness and lawlessness, or what fellowship has light with darkness? 15 Or what harmony has Christ with [k]Belial, or [l]what has a believer in common with an unbeliever? 16 Or what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For we are the temple of the living God; just as God said,

“I will dwell in them and walk among them;
And I will be their God, and they shall be My people.
17 “Therefore, come out from their midst and be separate,” says the Lord.
“And do not touch what is unclean;
And I will welcome you.
18 “And I will be a father to you,
And you shall be sons and daughters to Me,”
Says the Lord Almighty.
2 Corinthians 6:14-18

CALLER AND CAUSER
Greater Emphasis - To be called out means there is a “Caller”
· He brought us out of the slavery and darkness, HE brought us together, HE calls us to assemble




Who’s the church primarily for - man-centered vs God centered
· Not because He needs us

First to glorify God.
· Literally a taste of Heaven on Earth, a meeting place
We serve the Lord primarily, and we serve the redeemed, His church
· A huge part of the way we serve the church is to equip her to reach the lost (Matthew 28:19-20, Eph 4)

· 5 Now may the God [b]who gives perseverance and encouragement grant you to be of the same mind with one another according to Christ Jesus, 6 so that with one accord you may with one [c]voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. - Romans 15:6
· 12 to the end that we who were the first to hope in [p]Christ would be to the praise of His glory. 13 In [q]Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation—having also [r]believed, you were sealed in [s]Him with the Holy Spirit of promise, 14 who is [t]given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the redemption of God’s own possession, to the praise of His glory. - Eph 1:12-14
· But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his possession, so that you may proclaim the praises of the one who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. - 1 Peter 2:9


ACTS 13
Now there were at Antioch, in the church that was there, prophets and teachers: Barnabas, and Simeon who was called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen who had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. 2 While they were ministering to the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for Me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.” 3 Then, when they had fasted and prayed and laid their hands on them, they sent them away.4 So, being sent out by the Holy Spirit, they went down to Seleucia and from there they sailed to Cyprus.

After God, the assembly day is for believers

Please don’t hear me say that the great commission doesn’t matter. It’s massive


I believe the SEEKER SENSITIVE MOVEMENT is an unbiblical way to do so

The seeker-sensitive model refers to a modern approach to public worship and evangelism whereby a church service is structured in a way that is sensitive to seekers (i.e. those interested or curious about church). In other words, church services are designed to appeal to the unchurched, non-Christian, in an attempt to draw them into the church community where they might receive the gospel and be converted.  - Theopedia.com

Type and pattern of Church, even through OT is “called out”
· What part of “called out and set apart” do you not understand?


Back to Moses and Israel as a type:



Now imagine: 
· Just as Moses was sent as a mediator, put in a basket on the water to go in and dwell where the representation of sin was to draw his people out of Egypt, out of bondage 
· He takes him into the wilderness, and God prescribes specific orders of worship, and all of that
· Imagine in the wilderness they are trying to set up shop where everything that they do in the wilderness is appealing to Egyptians. 
· No. They set up their worship, their sacrifice, everything around the way God ordained and not in an attempt to win Egyptians. 
· This is the issue with the seeker sensitive movement, it appeals to that which plagues us that plagued the Israelites, which is “can't we just go back to Egypt? Can't we just live the way the Egyptians live? Can't we have it both ways?”
· The ecclesia is meant to be the called out ones, we are supposed to look so distinctly different than the rest of the world, that's why our ordinances and our things are so weird by natural standards. 
· We are not looking to build an assembly that is appealing to Egyptians. It should be terrifying to Egyptians.

He got them out of Egypt, but a lot of them never got the Egypt out of them.

If they are not born again - they are welcome to attend our assembly, but they are not in the church

· Its not us VS them, but there is an us AND them



A DEFINING MARK - The EKKLESIA ASSEMBLES

“Assembly” is probably a better translation of Ekklesia

Assembly better word, technically, but church is so ubiquitous
· Local assembly of universal

God’s people = not only called out; also called together.
· “All who believed were together.” Acts 2:44
· “24 and let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds, 25 not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another; and all the more as you see the day drawing near.” Hebrews 10:24-25

When, not if, you gather
· 1 cor 14:26
· Matt 18:20
· 1 cor 11:20

BLB - a gathering of citizens called out from their homes into some public place, an assembly
properly, a gathering of citizens called out from their homes into some public place; an assembly

Pithy phrases - more harm than good
“You don’t have to go to church to be a Christian”
“Religion is a man in church thinking about fishing, Christianity is a man out fishing thinking about God.”

Assembly - out of the ordinary rhythm of life

Something uniquely important about the assembly on the Lord’s day

The Online Church question…
· As a supplement, as a last resort
· unassembled assembly

Our bodies are an essential part of our humanity- you can't project them through digital media. - Paul longed to get His hands on Roman church
VIRTUAL CHURCH IS NOT SUFFICIENT

WHERE?
“Church isn’t a place, it’s a people”
“Church isn’t a building, it’s people”

Not a place, but people at a place 

State clearly that I think house churches are a viable way to do church (they are a place after all)
· Acts 5:42 states: "And every day in the temple and from house to house, they did not cease teaching and proclaiming Jesus as the Messiah.
· and to Apphia [fn]our sister, and to Archippus our fellow soldier, and to the church in your house: - phm 1:2

People rag on buildings - but if they facilitate assembly, they matter
· It’s the ones that sit empty and ornate, relics that become the treasure that we hold on to, that are the issue

So we’ve been called out, and we continue to be called out, from the world’s system, ways, rhythm to assemble around the person of Jesus and to look distinct and different from the world. Trying to blend in and persuade people to join is unbiblical. Be set apart as He is set apart, let your light shine before men

Definition Again:

“The church is the overall assembly of people born-again by the Spirit of God, called-out from darkness and redeemed to become God’s own beloved possession, who are being built by Jesus on the revelation of Himself, who gather together regularly to receive the truth of the gospel and respond to God as a living temple indwelt by the Holy Spirit, bonded together as brothers and sisters in God’s own household, equipped by the gifts of Christ to be an embassy for the Kingdom of God on the earth.”
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