“The church is the overall assembly of people born-again by the Spirit of God, called-out from darkness and redeemed to become God’s own beloved possession, who are being built by Jesus on the revelation of Himself, who gather together regularly to receive the truth of the gospel and respond to God as a living temple indwelt by the Holy Spirit, bonded together as brothers and sisters in God’s own household, equipped by the gifts of Christ to be an embassy for the Kingdom of God on the earth.”

“14 I am writing these things to you, hoping to come to you before long; 15 but [k]in case I am delayed, I write so that you will know how [l]one ought to conduct himself in the household of God, which is the church [G1577 - ἐκκλησία ekklēsía] of the living God, the pillar and support of the truth.” - 1 Timothy 3:14-15

· pillar and ground, pillar and foundation (not great), pillar and stay (the prop and support), backbone and support, pillar and buttress, contains and holds high

And what is the EKKLESIA called here?

THE PILLAR AND SUPPORT OF THE TRUTH

Pillar - στῦλος stŷlos, stoo'-los
a pillar
a column
· pillars of fire i.e. flames rising like pillars
· Interesting, it’s the word in the septuagint, first mention, for the pillar of fire by night in the wilderness. Either used for that or to describe literal pillars in the Tabernacle
· Rev 10:1 - angel with feet like pillars of fire
a prop or support

Support - ἑδραίωμα hedraíōma, hed-rah'-yo-mah;
a stay, prop, support
***hapax legomenon
Buttress - provides stability from lateral forces

HOLD UP AND REINFORCE





This is what it says God’s entrusted the EKKLESIA to do in society

Both words = Greek root words that imply something that stiffens, stabilizes, steadies, or holds. different words than occurrences of “foundation” in English Bibles. 
· Christ as our “foundation” in 1 Corinthians 3:11 uses the word themelios, which means “foundation of a building” or “initial and founding principles of an idea.”

THE WORD:
“16 They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. (Remember last week)...what’s next? 17 Sanctify (set them apart) them in the truth; Your word is truth.” - John 17:16-17

· Jesus is the foundation, chief cornerstone the truth

13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, He was asking His disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14 And they said, “Some say John the Baptist; and others, [h]Elijah; but still others, [i]Jeremiah, or one of the prophets.” 15 He *said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter answered, “You are [j]the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 17 And Jesus said to him, “Blessed are you, Simon [k]Barjona, because flesh and blood did not reveal this to you, but My Father who is in heaven. 18 I also say to you that you are [l]Peter, and upon this [m]rock I will build My church[G1577 - ἐκκλησία ekklēsía]; and the gates of Hades will not overpower it.” - Matthew 16:13-18
· Petros, a stone
· petra, large rock; bed-rock

The church is built on the Foundation of who the WORD says Jesus is! So the church HOLDS UP that truth in a world filled with turmoil and shaking, and continually reinforces these truths at every turn



Interesting, then, how 1 Timothy 3 continues:

15 “the church of the living God, the pillar and support of the truth. 16 By common confession, great is the mystery of godliness:

He who was revealed in the flesh, 
Was [m]vindicated [n]in the Spirit, 
Seen by angels,
Proclaimed among the nations, 
Believed on in the world, 
Taken up in glory.” 

Common confession: - This is what we hold up, reinforce
ὁμολογουμένως homologouménōs, hom-ol-og-ow-men'-oce
· by consent of all, confessedly, without controversy

• Not only did the Spirit approve Him.
• Not only did the angels approve Him.
• Not only did the apostles approve Him.
• Not only do the nations continually approve Him.
GOD APPROVED HIM AS WORTHY AND THE ONLY WAY

Incarnation, Vindication, Visualization, Proclamation, Affirmation, Exaltation

Paul wrote to Timothy, who was at Ephesus, overseeing the church

1 Corinthians 15:32
New American Standard Bible 1995
32 If [a]from human motives I fought with wild beasts at Ephesus, what does it profit me? If the dead are not raised, let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die.

Diana, in Roman religion, goddess of wild animals and the hunt, identified with the Greek goddess Artemis. Her name is akin to the Latin words dium (“sky”) and dius (“daylight”). Like her Greek counterpart, she was also a goddess of domestic animals.
· Protector of women and girls, fertility - feminism
· Very erotic worship, idols, sorcery

His message was so convicting that even “a number who had practiced sorcery brought their scrolls together and burned them publicly. When they calculated the value of the scrolls, the total came to fifty thousand drachmas. (A drachma was a silver coin worth a day’s wages.) In this way the word of the Lord spread widely and grew in power.” Acts 19:19,20
· Ephesian revival
· Church would clearly have to have markedly different conduct, standards and lifestyle than those at Ephesus - speaking of called out and set apart!
· Paul, the persuasive and powerful Apostle to the Gentiles, had spent almost three years (c. 53-56)
· City built on Idol worship and it’s great temple
· Demetrius - a Diana-worshipping silversmith who incited a riot against the Apostle Paul in the city of Ephesus.[1] Acts 19:23-27
· 127 pillar temple - PROJ 
Temple of Artemis which is also known as the Temple of Diana is one of the 7 wonders of the ancient world and the first marble temple of the Ancient world. The Temple had 127 Marble Columns (Pillars). Like all the other Artemis temples it was faced to the west.

Church was more than just a support group, social club, but key in the purpose of God on the earth!

In the midst of this erotic, occultic, godless society Paul calls the church the Pillar and support of TRUTH

THE MINISTRY AND WORK OF JESUS IN TRUTH
Just one chapter before where we were in 1 Timmy 3, go to 1 Timmy 2:

[God] desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all. (1 Timothy 2:4–6)

“14 And the Word became flesh, and [a]dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of [b]the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.” - John 1:14

6 Jesus *said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me.” - John 14:6

Before Pilate
John 18: 36 Jesus answered, “My kingdom [k]is not of this world. If My kingdom were of this world, then My servants would be fighting so that I would not be handed over to the Jews; but as it is, My kingdom is not [l]of this realm.” 37 Therefore Pilate said to Him, “So You are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say correctly that I am a king. For this I have been born, and for this I have come into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice.”

Notice Pilates’ reply - 38 Pilate *said to Him, “What is truth?” - modern question

A “church” is not a church unless it proclaims the TRUTH of who Christ is! Indivisible, inseparable!



How wild it is, then, to build “church” based on relative truth

One more word and warning from the Apostle Paul to Timmy:

The time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but having itching ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own passions (ἐπιθυμία epithymía, ep-ee-thoo-mee'-ah; - lusts,longing, desire for what is forbidden), and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander off into myths. (2 Timothy 4:3–4)

God desires all men to come to saving knowledge of the truth, The church is chosen as the pillar and buttress of truth, and many turn away and stray from listening to the truth

· Truth is hated - want to be popular, liked
· Matthew 10:22 - 22 And you will be hated by all because of My name, but it is the one who has endured to the end who will be saved. 
· Slandered - 1 Cor 4:13
· Persecuted - Matt 24:9
· Untested teachers/leaders - huge

Pithy little statements - “we want to be known for what we’re for, not what we’re against”…ok, but what that leads to is an unwillingness to come against something

You have a problem:

26 of 27 NT letters address in some way, false doctrine/teaching, false prophets, or deception
· Except Philemon (1chapter)

The Reality: - bunch of verses, so Central to NT
Paul leaving Eph
Acts 20:29-30: "I know that after my departure fierce wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock; and from among your own selves will arise men speaking twisted things, to draw away the disciples after them."

Galatians 1:6-9: "I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting him who called you in the grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel—not that there is another one, but there are some who trouble you and want to distort the gospel of Christ."

1 Timothy 4:1-3: "Now the Spirit expressly says that in later times some will depart from the faith by devoting themselves to deceitful spirits and teachings of demons."

Titus 1:10-16: "For there are many who are insubordinate, empty talkers and deceivers, especially those of the circumcision party."

2 Peter 2:1-3 - 2 But there were also false prophets among the people, just as there will be false teachers among you. They will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the sovereign Lord who bought them—bringing swift destruction on themselves. 2 Many will follow their depraved conduct and will bring the way of truth into disrepute. 3 In their greed these teachers will exploit you with fabricated stories. Their condemnation has long been hanging over them, and their destruction has not been sleeping.

2 John 1:7-11: "For many deceivers have gone out into the world, those who do not confess the coming of Jesus Christ in the flesh. Such a one is the deceiver and the antichrist."

2 Corinthians 11:13-15 - 13 For such people are false apostles, deceitful workers, masquerading as apostles of Christ. 14 And no wonder, for Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light. 15 It is not surprising, then, if his servants also masquerade as servants of righteousness. Their end will be what their actions deserve.


The Response:
Mark and Avoid
Romans 16:17-18: "I appeal to you, brothers, to watch out (MARK) for those who cause divisions and create obstacles contrary to the doctrine that you have been taught; avoid them. For such persons do not serve our Lord Christ, but their own appetites, and by smooth talk and flattery they deceive the hearts of the naive."

Jude 1:3-4: "Beloved, although I was very eager to write to you about our common salvation, I found it necessary to write appealing to you to contend for the faith that was once for all delivered to the saints. For certain people have crept in unnoticed who long ago were designated for this condemnation, ungodly people, who pervert the grace of our God into sensuality and deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ."

Colossians 2:8: "See to it that no one takes you captive by philosophy and empty deceit, according to human tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the world, and not according to Christ."

Galatians 1:8-9 - “8 But even if we, or an angel from heaven, should preach to you a gospel [d]contrary to what we have preached to you, he is to be [e]accursed! 9 As we have said before, so I say again now, if any man is preaching to you a gospel [f]contrary to what you received, he is to be [g]accursed!

Revelation 2:2: "I know your works, your toil and your patient endurance, and how you cannot bear with those who are evil, but have tested those who call themselves apostles and are not, and found them to be false."

2 Timothy 3:1-5 - "But understand this, that in the last days there will come times of difficulty. For people will be lovers of self, lovers of money, proud, arrogant, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, heartless, unappeasable, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not loving good, treacherous, reckless, swollen with conceit, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, having the appearance of godliness, but denying its power. Avoid such people.” 


THE BEST REMEDY
2 Timothy 4:1-5 - 4 I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and by His appearing and His kingdom: 2 preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with [a]great patience and instruction. [And from before] =  3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires, 4 and will turn away their ears from the truth and will turn aside to myths. 5 But you, be sober in all things, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.

Not to mention the at least 6 people called out BY NAME by Paul
· “Demas, in love with this present world, has deserted me” (2 Timothy 4:10).
· “You are aware that all who are in Asia turned away from me, among whom are Phygelus and Hermogenes” (2 Timothy 1:15).
· “By rejecting this [faith and a good conscience], some have made shipwreck of their faith, among whom are Hymenaeus and Alexander” (1 Timothy 1:19–20).
· “Their talk will spread like gangrene. Among them are Hymenaeus and Philetus” (2 Timothy 2:17).


Negative talk about “Doctrine”?
· [Eph 4:14 NASB95] 14 As a result, we are no longer to be children, tossed here and there by waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming;
· [1Ti 4:6 NASB95] 6 In pointing out these things to the brethren, you will be a good servant of Christ Jesus, [constantly] nourished on the words of the faith and of the sound doctrine which you have been following.
· [1Ti 6:1, 3 NASB95] 1 All who are under the yoke as slaves are to regard their own masters as worthy of all honor so that the name of God and [our] doctrine will not be spoken against. ... 3 If anyone advocates a different doctrine and does not agree with sound words, those of our Lord Jesus Christ, and with the doctrine conforming to godliness,
· [2Ti 4:3 NASB95] 3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but [wanting] to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires,
· [Tit 1:9 NASB95] 9 holding fast the faithful word which is in accordance with the teaching, so that he will be able both to exhort in sound doctrine and to refute those who contradict. - EXHORT ANDDDDDDD REFUTE
· [Tit 2:1, 7, 10 NASB95] 1 But as for you, speak the things which are fitting for sound doctrine. ... 7 in all things show yourself to be an example of good deeds, [with] purity in doctrine, dignified, ... 10 not pilfering, but showing all good faith so that they will adorn the doctrine of God our Savior in every respect.


Doctrinal preaching certainly bores the hypocrites; but it is only doctrinal preaching that will save Christ’s sheep. The preacher’s job is to proclaim the faith, not to provide entertainment for unbelievers — in other words, to feed the sheep rather than amuse the goats. (A Quest for Godliness, 285) - J.I. Packer



OUR RESPONSIBILITY TO IT 
Proclaim it
Protect it
Progress in it
Propagate it  - more on family/household
Persist in it
Prevail with it

We are the Fortress, the pillar and support of the Truth as a part of God’s plan and wisdom - let’s act like it!

“The church is the overall assembly of people born-again by the Spirit of God, called-out from darkness and redeemed to become God’s own beloved possession, who are being built by Jesus on the revelation of Himself, who gather together regularly to receive the truth of the gospel and respond to God as a living temple indwelt by the Holy Spirit, bonded together as brothers and sisters in God’s own household, equipped by the gifts of Christ to be an embassy for the Kingdom of God on the earth.”
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