
“The church is the overall assembly of people born-again by the Spirit of God, called-out from darkness and redeemed to become God’s own beloved possession, who are being built by Jesus on the revelation of Himself, who gather together regularly to receive the truth of the gospel and respond to God as a living temple indwelt by the Holy Spirit, bonded together as brothers and sisters in God’s own household, equipped by the gifts of Christ to be an embassy for the Kingdom of God on the earth.”


The Temple Motif fills the Scripture from the jump
· Three-tiered design of creation (sky, land, and sea) that God completes on the seventh day (Genesis 1:1-2:2) with the three-part design of Solomon’s temple (holy of holies, holy place, and courtyard) completed after seven years (1 Kings 6), Three-tiered design of the garden
· Garden is the first temple 
· Garden was to be extended throughout earth

Ark - floating garden temple
· Detailed architectural plans, always temple building plans
· Distinction between clean an unclean - first time
· Ark same word for ark of the covenant

Temple served as a little rep of heaven - where Heaven and earth come together

EZRA AND NEHEMIAH - Rebuilding of the temple after Babylonian exile
· After ~100 years, Malachi exposes that it’s all gone corrupt

Years of silence, then Jesus



Jesus, the Tabernacle

John 1:14
TLV
And the Word became flesh and tabernacled among us. We looked upon His glory, the glory of the one and only from the Father, full of grace and truth.
AMPC
And the Word (Christ) became flesh (human, incarnate) and tabernacled (fixed His tent of flesh, lived awhile) among us; and we [actually] saw His glory (His honor, His majesty), such glory as an only begotten son receives from his father, full of grace (favor, loving-kindness) and truth.
EXB
The Word became ·a human [T flesh] and ·lived [made his home; pitched his tabernacle; C God’s glorious presence dwelt in Israel’s tabernacle in the wilderness] among us. We saw his ·glory [majesty]—the glory that belongs to the ·only Son [one and only; T only begotten] ·of [who came from] the Father—and he was full of ·grace and truth [God’s gracious love and faithfulness; Ex. 34:5–7].
YLT
And the Word became flesh, and did tabernacle among us, and we beheld his glory, glory as of an only begotten of a father, full of grace and truth.



Jesus driving out the money changers
JOHN 2
15 So he made a whip out of cords, and drove all from the temple courts, both sheep and cattle; he scattered the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables. 16 To those who sold doves he said, “Get these out of here! Stop turning my Father’s house into a market!” 17 His disciples remembered that it is written: “Zeal for your house will consume me.”[c]

18 The Jews then responded to him, “What sign can you show us to prove your authority to do all this?”

19 Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days.”

20 They replied, “It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and you are going to raise it in three days?” 21 But the temple he had spoken of was his body. 22 After he was raised from the dead, his disciples recalled what he had said. Then they believed the scripture and the words that Jesus had spoken.
· Accusation before the Sanhedrin - Matt 26:61
· [Mat 12:6 NASB95] 6 "But I say to you that something greater than the temple is here.”



Then you get to the Epistles, and the Language is:

Ephesians 2:20-22
having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone, in whom the whole building, being fitted together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord, in whom you also are being built together for a dwelling place of God in the Spirit.

1 Peter 2:5
you also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.

1 Corinthians 3:16-17
16 Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in your midst? 17 If anyone destroys God’s temple, God will destroy that person; for God’s temple is sacred, and you together are that temple.

1 Corinthians 6:19-20
19 Do you not know that your bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own; 20 you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your bodies.

2 Corinthians 6:15-16
15 What harmony is there between Christ and Belial[b]? Or what does a believer have in common with an unbeliever? 16 What agreement is there between the temple of God and idols? For we are the temple of the living God.

Paul says it, almost like rhetorically…
· And we think of it completely as metaphor, it’s kinda like
· And the old as more technically “real” because it was tangible

And yet here’s what’s explicitly said of the Physical Temple and tabernacle:
   
4Now if He were on earth, He would not be a priest, since there are already priests who offer gifts according to the law. 5 The place where they serve is a copy and shadow of what is in heaven. This is why Moses was warned when he was about to build the tabernacle: “See to it that you make everything according to the pattern shown you on the mountain.” - Heb 8:4-5 - turn here


[Heb 9:8-9 NASB95] 8 The Holy Spirit [is] signifying this, that the way into the holy place has not yet been disclosed while the outer tabernacle is still standing, 9 which [is] a symbol (Parabole - Parable) for the present time. Accordingly both gifts and sacrifices are offered which cannot make the worshiper perfect in conscience,
· The tent is a parable…

And yet none of the NT ones say, like, or similar to - it’s just plainly stated
“you yourselves are God’s temple…”
“your bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit,...”
“we are the temple of the living God…”

Let me propose to you, the temple we are is more “real” than the OT 


Temporary to stones - His earthly “tabernacling” was temporary
1 Peter 2:5
you also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.


Implications of that

Individual vs. corporate

1 Corinthians 3:16-17
16 Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in your midst? 17 If anyone destroys God’s temple, God will destroy that person; for God’s temple is sacred, and you together are that temple.

1 Corinthians 6:19-20
19 Do you not know that your bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own; 20 you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your bodies.

2 Corinthians 6:15-16
15 What harmony is there between Christ and Belial[b]? Or what does a believer have in common with an unbeliever? 16 What agreement is there between the temple of God and idols? For we are the temple of the living God.

Each individual, and the collective
Take care of the individual temple and the corporate one
Picture All these mini, mobile, temples coming together on assembly day to multiply the glory given to God

· worship in the New Testament is viewed predominantly in a corporate setting.

Notice: If anyone destroys the temple, God will destroy him
____________________________________

Temple is served by priests

1 Peter 2:5
you also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.

We are priests 
· Mediatorial between God and earth
· Pray
· Teach
· Sacrifice - ourselves

· Heb 13:15 - Through Jesus, therefore, let us continually offer to God a sacrifice of praise—the fruit of lips that openly profess his name.
· Rom 12:1 - Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship.
· Colossians 3:16 - Let the word of [a]Christ richly dwell within you, [b]with all wisdom teaching and admonishing [c]one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing [d]with thankfulness in your hearts to God.

You are the temple & Priests
____________________________________

The Temple “OF THE HOLY SPIRIT”

The Loveliest Place: The Beauty and Glory of the Church - Dustin Benge

“ANY DISCUSSION ON THE CHURCH would be severely lacking without a close look at the presence and ministry of the Holy Spirit. Without him, the church would never have been founded. Godly leaders would never have been called, believers added, gifts distributed, service rendered, or growth realized. The Holy Spirit is mentioned some fifty-six times in the book of Acts as filling, helping, guiding, calling, aiding, growing, sanctifying, maturing, organizing, assisting, regenerating, teaching, testifying to, interceding for, reminding, grieving over, and loving believers, who make up the church. Without the ministry of the Holy Spirit, there is no church. But with the ministry of the Holy Spirit, the church shines forth beautifully as he makes her his glorious dwelling.”

Thomas Goodwin  "There is a general omission in the saints of God, in their not giving the Holy Ghost that glory that is due to his person. The work he doth for us in its kinds is as great as those of the Father or the Son." 

If the Church is to be the Temple of the Holy Spirit, the Holy Spirit can’t be the elephant in the room


The Temple and the GLORY
The Story is the Glory
The Temple exists to be filled with God’s glory
Look at the inaugurations:
“33 He erected the court all around the [r]tabernacle and the altar, and [s]hung up the veil for the gateway of the court. Thus Moses finished the work. 34 Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle. 35 Moses was not able to enter the tent of meeting because the cloud had settled on it, and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle. 36 Throughout all their journeys whenever the cloud was taken up from over the tabernacle, the sons of Israel would set out; 37 but if the cloud was not taken up, then they did not set out until the day when it was taken up. 38 For throughout all their journeys, the cloud of the Lord was on the tabernacle by day, and there was fire in it by night, in the sight of all the house of Israel.” - Exodus 40:33-38
11 When the priests came forth from the holy place (for all the priests who were present had sanctified themselves, without regard to divisions), 12 and all the Levitical singers, Asaph, Heman, Jeduthun, and their sons and kinsmen, clothed in fine linen, with cymbals, harps and lyres, standing east of the altar, and with them one hundred and twenty priests blowing trumpets 13 in unison when the trumpeters and the singers were to make themselves heard with one voice to praise and to glorify the Lord, and when they lifted up their voice accompanied by trumpets and cymbals and instruments of music, and when they praised the Lord saying, “He indeed is good for His lovingkindness is everlasting,” then the house, the house of the Lord, was filled with a cloud, 14 so that the priests could not stand to minister because of the cloud, for the glory of the Lord filled the house of God. - 2 Chronicles 5:11-14
Luke 2:8-9 - Birth of the One who Tabernacled among us
8 In the same region there were some shepherds staying out in the fields and keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 And an angel of the Lord suddenly stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them; and they were terribly frightened.

Pentecost - The Birth of the Church - it is the temple dedication of the NT
2 When the day of Pentecost [a]had come, they were all together in one place. 2 And suddenly there came from heaven a noise like a violent rushing wind, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3 And there appeared to them tongues as of fire [b]distributing themselves, and [c]they [d]rested on each one of them. 4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other [e]tongues, as the Spirit was giving them [f]utterance. - Acts 2:2-4

Inauguration, but also ongoing reality

Psalm 26:8
O Lord, I love the habitation of Your house And the place where Your glory dwells.

Psalm 29:9
The voice of the Lord makes the deer to calve And strips the forests bare; And in His temple everything says, “Glory!”

Psalm 63:2
Thus I have seen You in the sanctuary, To see Your power and Your glory.

This is how we are changed…
2 Corinthians 3:18
But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.

We are changed primarily through beholding

FILL THE EARTH
Numbers 14:20-22
20 So the Lord said, “I have pardoned them according to your word; 21 but indeed, as I live, [a]all the earth will be filled with the glory of the Lord. 22 Surely all the men who have seen My glory and My signs which I performed in Egypt and in the wilderness, yet have put Me to the test these ten times and have not listened to My voice,
Psalm 72:19
And blessed be His glorious name forever; And may the whole earth be filled with His glory. Amen, and Amen.
Psalm 85:9
Surely His salvation is near to those who fear Him, That glory may dwell in our land.
Isaiah 6:3
And one called out to another and said, “Holy, Holy, Holy, is the Lord of hosts, The whole earth is full of His glory.”
Isaiah 66:18 
“For I [b]know their works and their thoughts; [c]the time is coming to gather all nations and tongues. And they shall come and see My glory.
Habakkuk 2:14
“For the earth will be filled With the knowledge of the glory of the Lord, As the waters cover the sea.

How it all ends:
REV 21 
Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth,”[a] for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. 2 I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. 4 ‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death’[b] or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.” 1-4

10 And he carried me away in the Spirit to a mountain great and high, and showed me the Holy City, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God. 11 It shone with the glory of God, and its brilliance was like that of a very precious jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal.

22 I did not see a temple in the city, because the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. 23 The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and the Lamb is its lamp.

When we gather, we’re getting a taste of that reality

Definition Again:
“The church is the overall assembly of people born-again by the Spirit of God, called-out from darkness and redeemed to become God’s own beloved possession, who are being built by Jesus on the revelation of Himself, who gather together regularly to receive the truth of the gospel and respond to God as a living temple indwelt by the Holy Spirit, bonded together as brothers and sisters in God’s own household, equipped by the gifts of Christ to be an embassy for the Kingdom of God on the earth.”
