“The church is the overall assembly of people born-again by the Spirit of God, called-out from darkness and redeemed to become God’s own beloved possession, who are being built by Jesus on the revelation of Himself, who gather together regularly to receive the truth of the gospel and respond to God as a living temple indwelt by the Holy Spirit, bonded together as brothers and sisters in God’s own household, equipped by the gifts of Christ to be an embassy for the Kingdom of God on the earth.”


1 Tim 3
14 I am writing these things to you, hoping to come to you before long; 15 but [k]in case I am delayed, I write so that you will know how [l]one ought to conduct himself in the household of God, which is the church [EKKLESIA] of the living God, the pillar and support of the truth.

YHWH
Strong's Number H3068 matches the Hebrew יְהֹוָה (Yᵊhōvâ),
which occurs 6,521 times in 5,520 verses in the WLC Hebrew.
יהוה about 6823 i.e. יַהְוֶה proper name, of deity Yahweh, the proper name of the God of Israel —

Yahweh, Elohim, Adonai
Exodus 3 - I AM 
SHEMA - Deut 6:4
[Exo 34:6 NASB95] 6 Then the LORD passed by in front of him and proclaimed, "The LORD,YHWH the LORD YHWH God EL, compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in lovingkindness and truth;

Address directly as Father 2x
Isaiah 63:16 "Yet you are our Father, though Abraham does not know us and Israel doesn't acknowledge us; you, Lord, are our Father." 
Isaiah 64:8  "But now, O Lord, you are our Father; we are the clay, and you are the potter."

Father is only 15 times in the entire Old Testament

One of them:

Jeremiah 3:18-20
New American Standard Bible 1995
18 In those days the house of Judah will walk with the house of Israel, and they will come together from the land of the north to the land that I gave your fathers as an inheritance.

19 “Then I said,

‘How I would set you among [a]My sons
And give you a pleasant land,
The most beautiful inheritance of the nations!’
And I said, ‘You shall call Me, My Father,
And not turn away from following Me.’
20 “Surely, as a woman treacherously departs from her [b]lover,
So you have dealt treacherously with Me,
O house of Israel,” declares the Lord.

Addressing Israel’s faithlessness and pollution, and this is a seed of the Father’s solution
· Side note, other versions:
· AMPC - And I thought how [gloriously and honorably] I would set you among My children and give you a pleasant land, a goodly heritage, the most beautiful and best [inheritance] among all nations! And I thought you would call Me My Father and would not turn away from following Me.
· CJB - ‘“I thought that I would like to put you among the sons [with inheritance rights] and give you a pleasant land, the best heritage of all the nations. I thought that you would call me ‘My father’ and never stop following me.
· ERV - This message is from the Lord: “I want to treat you like my own children. I want to give you a pleasant land, a land more beautiful than any other nation. I thought you would call me ‘Father.’ I thought you would always follow me. But you have been unfaithful to me, family of Israel! You have been like an unfaithful wife who leaves her husband.
· EXB - “I, the Lord, said, ‘How ·happy I would be to treat you as [L I would set you among] my own children and give you a ·pleasant [favored; coveted; desired] land, a ·land [inheritance] more beautiful than that of any other nation [Ex. 3:8, 17; Lam. 2:15; Ezek. 20:6; Dan. 11:16, 41].’ I thought you would call me ‘My Father’ and not turn away from me.
· NCB - I then gave consideration as to how I would treat you as sons and give you a pleasant land, the most beautiful heritage of all the nations. Further, I thought that you would call me “Father” and never cease to follow me.
· NIV - “I myself said, “‘How gladly would I treat you like my children and give you a pleasant land, the most beautiful inheritance of any nation.’ I thought you would call me ‘Father’ and not turn away from following me.
· NLT- “I thought to myself, ‘I would love to treat you as my own children!’ I wanted nothing more than to give you this beautiful land— the finest possession in the world. I looked forward to your calling me ‘Father,’ and I wanted you never to turn from me.

· 

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus calls Him Father 17 times
· Jesus uses Father 165+ (11x) in the Gospels

Teach us to pray, what’s the secret? Luke 11:1
· “OUR FATHER”


The glory which You have given Me I have given to them, that they may be one, just as We are one; I in them and You in Me, that they may be perfected in unity, so that the world may know that You sent Me, and loved them, even as You have loved Me. - John 17:23

· One Implication - Must embrace our identity as loved children


PART OF BEING THE HOUSEHOLD OF GOD IS RADICALLY ACCEPTING AND CELEBRATING THAT WE ARE LOVED CHILDREN

Known for our love (John 13:35) - we love because He (Father) first loved us (1 John 4:9)
· In other words, the fountainhead of our outward love is our reception of the lavish love poured out on us as we are in Christ
· You can only truly understand and love the church when you view it through the lens of God’s love for her

That means you are, and the person next to you is
_________________________________

Another implication of OUR Father is some exclusivity, special, set apartness
· Jesus tells Pharisees in John 8 - Your father is the Devil
· Sinful nature is hostile toward God
· Romans 8:7 because the mind set on the flesh is hostile toward God; for it does not subject itself to the law of God, for it is not even able to do so, 8 and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.
· We were enemies of God
· Romans 5:9-10 - “Much more then, having now been justified [e]by His blood, we shall be saved from the wrath of God through Him. 10 For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved [f]by His life.”
· We were children of wrath 
· Ephesians 2:3 - “Among them, we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, [d]indulging the desires of the flesh and of the [e]mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest.”

Romans 8:15- New American Standard Bible 1995
15 For you have not received a spirit of slavery [a]leading to fear again, but you have received [b]a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out, “Abba! Father!”
Jesus by nature, you by adoption

Gal 4:4-6 - But when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under [e]the Law, 5 so that He might redeem those who were under [f]the Law, that we might receive the adoption as sons. 6 Because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!”


There is a value, the church, is the ones accepted in the Beloved who have the Spirit of Adoption, who can rightfully cry out together, “OUR FATHER!”

Matthew 23:9
New American Standard Bible 1995
9 Do not call anyone on earth your father; for One is your Father, He who is in heaven.

Pulled these 10 years ago, but still
43% of US children live without a father
85% of youths in prison grew up with no father
90% of homeless and runaway children are from fatherless homes
63% of youth suicides come from children with no father
80% of rapists with displaced anger come from fatherless homes

___________________________________

Another implication is the Seriousness God places on the Church being characterised and Reflected by FAMILY

[1Ti 3:4-5, 15 NASB95] 4 [He must be] one who manages his own household well, keeping his children under control with all dignity 5 (but if a man does not know how to manage his own household, how will he take care of the church of God?), ... 15 but in case I am delayed, [I write] so that you will know how one ought to conduct himself in the household of God, which is the church (EKKLESIA) of the living God, the pillar and support of the truth.”

· “the light that shines the farthest shines brightest at home” - CT Studd, Oswald J Smith, Jim Elliot

Paul 40+ refers to God as Father
1 Cor 4:15 - Many teachers, but few fathers



Ultimately, Trinitarian reflection
Trinity lays the pattern, model, type for the Church

The Trinity is unity without friction between the persons of the Godhead. A fellowship of self-giving love. This assures us that as scripture highlights the truth that God’s nature is love, and He existed before the foundation of the world, that there had to be more than one - Eternal Father, Eternal Son, Eternal Spirit. For God so loved the World…

We, by the Spirit, are taken into that eternal love that has existed before the World was
Caught up in that Fellowship - 1 John

The Church is a Trinitarian Community
When we don’t truly understand the nature of God, especially this, the concept of the Church unravels

Literally “Tri-unity”
Unity
· One Universal Church: New Testament describes a unified body, joined through Christ.
· One Lord, One Faith, One Baptism, One Spirit: Ephesians 4:4-6 - GO HERE?
· Maintaining Unity: "Unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace" (Ephesians 4:3).
· Jude 1:3 - faith handed down once for all
· "One Flock": John 10:16
· Unity of the Human Body: 1 Corinthians 12:12-31 (cohesive nature). Romans 12
· Love as the Binding Element: "Love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony (unity)" (Colossians 3:14).
· Early Church Example: Acts 4:32 (united in worship, service, and holding goods in common).
· Commanded Blessing: Psalm 133
· Unity Around Jesus's Revelation: Unity cannot be around "shifting things," but must be centered on the unchanging revelation of Jesus.
· Remember on this rock
· Bride 
· The Church is the Bride of Christ, Betrothed to Him, Sealed with the Holy Spirit of Promise to be carried to that day when union is complete (Rev)
- “I betrothed you to one husband, to present you as a pure virgin to Christ” (2 Cor 11:2)
· John 17: "one as we are one." - HUGE - GO HERE
· 11 I am no longer in the world; and yet they themselves are in the world, and I come to You. Holy Father, keep them in Your name, the name which You have given Me, that they may be one even as We are.
· 20 “I do not ask on behalf of these alone, but for those also who believe in Me through their word; 21 that they may all be one; even as You, Father, are in Me and I in You, that they also may be in Us, so that the world may [f]believe that You sent Me.
· 22 The glory which You have given Me I have given to them, that they may be one, just as We are one; 23 I in them and You in Me, that they may be perfected [g]in unity, so that the world may [h]know that You sent Me, and loved them, even as You have loved Me. 24 Father, I desire that they also, whom You have given Me, be with Me where I am, so that they may see My glory which You have given Me, for You loved Me before the foundation of the world.

Titus 3:10-11:
This passage instructs believers to warn a divisive person once and then again, and after that, to have nothing to do with them. It suggests that such individuals are warped, sinful, and self-condemned. 
Romans 16:17-18:
Paul urges believers to watch out for those who cause divisions and hinderances that contradict the teachings they have learned. He advises turning away from such individuals, who are not serving the Lord Christ but their own appetites. 
1 Corinthians 1:10:
Paul appeals to the Corinthian church to be united in mind and judgment, urging them to avoid divisions and discord. 
2 Timothy 3:1-5:
This passage describes the characteristics of people who will cause division and trouble in the last days, including being self-centered, lovers of money, boasting, and conceited.


Self-Giving, mutual submission

1 John 4:7 - “God is love.” Love is the Greek agape which means a selfless, other-centered love.
· Galatians 6:2 - Bear one another’s burdens
· Gal 6:10 - 10 So then, while we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, and especially to those who are of the household of the faith.
· Romans 12:4-5 - The importance of mutual care and interdependence 
· Romans 12:10-11 - 10 Be devoted to one another in brotherly love; [j]give preference to one another in honor; 11 not lagging behind in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord;
· Ephesians 5:21 - 21 [o]and be subject to one another in the [p]fear of Christ.
· Philippians 2:1-4 -  Therefore if there is any encouragement in Christ, if there is any consolation of love, if there is any fellowship of the Spirit, if any [a]affection and compassion, 2 make my joy complete [b]by being of the same mind, maintaining the same love, united in spirit, intent on one purpose. 3 Do nothing [c]from [d]selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard one another as more important than yourselves; 4 do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others.
· Romans 12:15 - Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those who weep. 16 Be of the same mind toward one another; do not be haughty in mind, but [n]associate with the lowly.
· At least 20 “one another” commands in NT





Distinct, yet not divided
· Diversity and distinction, not division
· Revelation 7:9-10 -  After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no one could count, from every nation and all tribes and peoples and tongues, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, and palm branches were in their hands; 10 and they cry out with a loud voice, saying, “Salvation to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb.”
· diverse sociologically, ethnically, and historically, made up of all who confess the same Lord and are unified by the same Spirit.
The who of the church is to reveal the who of God

We are the Family, The Household of God

· House, household - OIKOS and oy-ki'-os

Right before: [Eph 2:18 NASB95] 18 for through Him we both have our access in one Spirit to the Father. TRINITY

[Eph 2:19 NASB95] 19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints, and are of God's household (OIKEIOS)


[1Pe 2:5 NASB95] 5 you also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house[G3624] (OIKOS) for a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.



