“The church is the overall assembly of people born-again by the Spirit of God, called-out from darkness and redeemed to become God’s own beloved possession, who are being built by Jesus on the revelation of Himself, who gather together regularly to receive the truth of the gospel and respond to God as a living temple indwelt by the Holy Spirit, bonded together as brothers and sisters in God’s own household, equipped by the gifts of Christ to be an embassy for the Kingdom of God on the earth.”

· The church is not the Kingdom, it is an embassy for the Kingdom

“18 I also say to you that you are [l]Peter, and upon this [m]rock I will build My church; (EKKLESIA) and the gates of Hades will not overpower it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; and whatever you bind on earth [n]shall have been bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth [o]shall have been loosed in heaven.” - Matthew 16:18-19




Starts with understanding: Necessity and priority of the Kingdom message
· Perfect form of Government
· Seek first - Matthew 6:33
· If you have not chosen the Kingdom of God first, it will in the end make no difference what you have chosen instead.
· William Law
· “The seeking of the kingdom of God is the chief business of the Christian life.” — Jonathan Edwards.
· Repent for - Matthew 3:2, Matthew 4:17, mark 1:15
· 40 days after resurrection
· The first account I [a]composed, Theophilus, about all that Jesus began to do and teach, 2 until the day when He was taken up to heaven, after He had [b]by the Holy Spirit given orders to the apostles whom He had chosen. 3 To [c]these He also presented Himself alive after His suffering, by many convincing proofs, appearing to them over a period of forty days and speaking of the things concerning the kingdom of God. 4 [d]Gathering them together, He commanded them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait for [e]what the Father had promised, “Which,” He said, “you heard of from Me; 5 for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized [f]with the Holy Spirit [g]not many days from now.” - Acts 1
· Asked for a king, improper understanding
· 1 samuel 8 - they’ve rejected me as king over them
· Will not come with signs to be observed, wont say look here or there - the Kingdom of God is within you - luke 17:21
· Acts 1:6 - Lord is it at this time?

Luke 12:32
“Do not fear, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.


Tension of the Now and Not yet - the here and there of the Kingdom - citizens
· Access now
“If I find in myself desires which nothing in this world can satisfy, the only logical explanation is that I was made for another world.”
― C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity

There is an affection, a desire, for a world we can’t see that is crucial to this life


Jesus said in John 3:12 -  if you don't understand what I tell you natural things how are you going to understand when I tell you heavenly things 

Hebrews 11:15-16!!
"And indeed if they had been thinking of that country from which they went out, they would have had opportunity to return. But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God; for He has prepared a city for them."

Desire:
ὀρέγομαι orégomai, or-eg'-om-ahee;
to stretch one's self out in order to touch or to grasp something, to reach after or desire something

People of faith, real faith, have a longing for a world they can’t see

[Heb 3:1 NASB95] 1 Therefore, holy brethren, partakers of a heavenly calling, consider Jesus, the Apostle and High Priest of our confession;


Familiar here, release it there - if you don’t long for it, get familiar here
Matthew 6:6,9 
If He’s “in” secret, and “in” heaven at the same time, then the invitation to the secret place is a heavenly one
The very idea that the secret place invitation is a heavenly invitation is the invitation to be present with heaven now. Not to put it off till later but for your affections your time your investment your secrecy connected to heaven at this moment not later on

Tension we live in, of living here, and headed there:

John 17:14 “I have given them Your word; and the world has hated them, because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. 15 “I do not ask You to take them out of the world, but to keep them from the evil one.

John 15: 19 If you belonged to the world, it would love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the world. That is why the world hates you.

John 18:36 ESV Jesus answered, "My kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom were of this world, my servants would have been fighting, that I might not be delivered over to the Jews. But my kingdom is not from the world."

Hebrews 11:13 “All these died in faith, without receiving the promises, but having seen them and having welcomed them from a distance, and having confessed that they were strangers and exiles on the earth.”

1 Peter 2:9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God’s own possession, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; 10 for you once were not a people, but now you are the people of God; you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.11 Beloved, I urge you as aliens and strangers to abstain from fleshly lusts which wage war against the soul. 12 Keep your behavior excellent among the Gentiles, so that in the thing in which they slander you as evildoers, they may [n]because of your good deeds, as they observe them, glorify God in the day of [o]visitation.

Ephesians 2:19 “So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God.”


Philippians 3:20 “For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.”

The only way the kingdom of God is going to be manifest in this world before Christ comes is if we manifest it by the way we live as citizens of heaven and subjects of the King.” - RC Sproul



Not just citizens, ambassadors
Ambassadors must be citizens

“17 Therefore if anyone is in Christ, [h]he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come. 18 Now all these things are from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation, 19 namely, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and [i]He has [j]committed to us the word of reconciliation. 20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were making an appeal through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21 He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.”  2 Corinthians 5:17-21


· Ambassadors are representatives 
Agents of redemption - in this part in the timeline, we are actively part of the unfolding of the story of redemption

Embassies were not a thing during biblical times, caveat
Ambassadors were
· But the metaphor works

Embassy - the group of people who represent their country in a foreign country
· Sometimes used for the building they gather in - a lot like the church
· Embassy is not the building “Chancery” - the embassy consists of the group of workers that represent the country abroad 
· their residences act as an extension of the embassy
Not of the World, but sent into it
· Aware of how to operate in both cultures
· Not so bubbled (seen it) that don’t even know how to speak to it, not so part of the world that you have no longing for you real home
· Wise as serpents, innocent as doves - matthew 10:16
· 12 Keep your behavior excellent among the Gentiles, so that in the thing in which they slander you as evildoers, they may [n]because of your good deeds, as they observe them, glorify God in the day of [o]visitation. - 1 pete 2:12
· I have become all things to all men - 1 cor 9:22


U.S. Embasssy - as if you’re there
Feel like Home - “HEAVEN” - as I said in previous weeks
· You can have a well-resourced, secure embassy in a desert land because it is not dependent on the place but on the country it represents
· Ephesians 1:3
· 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ,
· When an embassy is attacked, it is considered an attack on the nation itself. - Why are you persecuting me? - Acts 1:4-5

Eternal work:
The greatest most secure embassy will fall away at some point - but the tiny little church down the road that faithfully preaches the gospel, the work they do will be included in eternity 
· God chooses the weak things of the world to shame the strong (1 Cor. 1:27). 
· Local church is ordinary, not insignificant - never lose that

Even on a bigger scale than local:

GO HERE - LAST PLACE
[Eph 3:8-10 NASB95] 8 To me, the very least of all saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unfathomable riches of Christ, 9 and to bring to light what is the administration of the mystery which for ages has been hidden in God who created all things; 10 so that the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known through the church (EKKLESIA) to the rulers and the authorities in the heavenly [places.]

Manifold - many folds, multidimensional
Has been, might NOW

In the eternal redemption plan, in some crazy way, we as the church are a tool of instruction to the entire spirit realm how wise our God is…

Don’t ever think of this thing as insignificant again


