
The Doctrine of Baptism 
Various Scriptures  

“Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were 
baptized into his death? We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in 
order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too 

might walk in newness of life.” -Romans 6:3-4 
 

What would you say are some common misunderstandings about baptism in the 
world today? 
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
*We are _____________ through baptism   *Baptism is for ______________ 
 
*______________ is an acceptable form of baptism 
 
Baptisma: By definition means submerging, dipping, immersion.   
 
How was baptism used in the Bible? 
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Biblically speaking baptism is used in 5 ways:   
 
✓ First, it is used to describe calamities and ___________________ in which one is 

overwhelmed.  (Matthew 20:22)  
  
✓ Second, it is used in John’s baptism by which men confess their sins and are 

bound by repentance.  These became qualified for the benefits of the 
Messiah’s kingdom.  (Matthew 3:7; Acts 13:24) 

   
✓ Third, it is used in the great commission by which the disciples are commanded 

by Christ to encourage men and women to confess their sins and profess their 
faith in the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit for salvation.  (Matthew 28:19, Acts 
2:38)  

 
✓ Fourth, it is used with the disciples in which they received the _____________ of 

the Holy Spirit. (Acts 1:5; Acts 2:38)   
 
✓ Fifth, it is used to describe the children of Israel’s immersion into Moses.  This 

was an indication of their oneness or solidarity with him as their leader. (1 
Corinthians 10:1-2) 

 
 

Baptism is faith in action 



Was there as such thing as baptism in the Old Testament?  ____________ 
 
The closest practice we see in the Old Testament relating to water was the Hebrew 
ceremonial cleansing of immersing into a mikvah.  By definition a mikvah is a 
gathering or collection of _____________ water.  One who was impure or 
ceremonially unclean was not allowed into the temple until they had been immersed 
into a mikvah.  True mikah’s are not portable, but they must be built into the home 
or building below the ground and they must have contact with natural water.  
(Leviticus 11:31-32, 36; 15:19-30) 
 
Did you know that Palestine Missionary Baptist Church of Jesus Christ was built on 
top of a natural spring?  
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Who or what needed to be clean?     
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
-Men after ____________ discharge: 
-Women after childbirth and ______________ cycle: 
-Anyone or anything after touching a dead corpse: 
 
Although the practice of baptism as we understand it today was not instituted in the 
Old Testament, there was however a foreshadowing of what was to come.  Can you 
name any examples of baptism that were foreshadowed in the Old Testament and 
confirmed in the New Testament? 
 
*______________  __________ Genesis 6:17-18; 1 Peter 3:21 
 
*____________ and the _____________ Jonah 2:5-6; Luke 11:29-30 
 
 
How do these vivid illustrations encourage you to know that baptism was included 
in the public profession of our faith in Jesus Christ? 
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
What are the most controversial question about Baptism in the New Testament? 
 
 
⚫ If baptism doesn’t save me, why should I do it? 
 
*Our Heavenly Father _______________ us. Mark 16:15-16; Acts 10:47-48  
 
*Jesus himself was baptized. Matthew 3:13-16 
 



*We identify with Christ. Romans 6:3-4 
 
*It is a public testimony of our _____________ to others. Romans 6:12 
 
*It encourages our hearts. 1 Peter 3:21 
 
*It pleases our Heavenly Father. Matthew 3:17   
 
 
⚫ What does baptism mean? 
 
✓ When we are immersed under water it represents the _____________ of the old 

sinful nature. 
 
✓ When we come up out of the water it represent our rising from the dead into a 

new ____________ in Christ. 
 
Another way of defining baptism is as an outward expression of what has taken 
place inwardly. 
 
 
⚫ When should a person be baptized? 
 
✓ Immediately after ______________ their faith in Jesus Christ.  Acts 8:36-38, 

22:16 
 
 
⚫ Why shouldn’t infants be baptized? 
 
✓ Infants cannot place their ____________ in Christ. 
 
✓ Infants cannot make a conscious decision to obey Christ. 
 
✓ Infants cannot understand what water baptism symbolizes. 
 
✓ The Bible does not record infants being baptized. 
 
✓ Pouring or sprinkling of water on infants does not adequately represent the 

death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  
 
 
⚫ Is it necessary for a person be baptized more than once? 
 
✓ Only if a person is saved _____________ their baptism. 
 
 
 



⚫ Does a person need to be baptized to join a local church? 
 
✓ Only if they are coming from a different faith. 
 
⚫ Are we saved through baptism? ____________ 
 
It does not matter if you were baptized by immersion, pouring, or sprinkling; if you 
have not first trusted in Christ for salvation, baptism is meaningless and useless.  
Water immersion is a step of obedience to be done after salvation as a public 
profession of faith in Jesus Christ and identification with Him. 
 
 
What is one way you could encourage someone to who does not believe baptism is 
important?   
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
What is one thing you have learned today that you are willing to share with 
someone else? 
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

“Baptism is the initial step of a faithful heart.” -Max Lucado 


