
The Doctrine of End Times 
Various Scriptures 

“Look, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who 
pierced him and all the tribes of the earth will mourn over him. So it is to be Amen.” 

-Revelation 1:7 
 

What is one common myth or challenge you’ve encountered about the rapture of 
the church? 
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________ 
*The rapture will be a ______________ (Matthew 24:23-27) 
 
*Premillennial, postmillennial, and amillennial views 
 
What is the Rapture? 
God’s taking the church out of the world instantaneously.  It will be a surprise event 
when all of God’s people will be taken away in the twinkling of an eye.  Will you be 
ready? 
 
Greek harpazo: to catch up, carry away, to seize, snatch, suddenly and decisively like 
someone seizing a bounty or prize.  To take by an open display of force.  
 
Cross References: 1 Thessalonians 4:17; 1 Corinthians 15:52 
 
In other words…. 
 
Ø Jesus will use His power to remove living and deceased believers from the last 

enemy which is ________________. 
 
Ø Jesus will eagerly claim for himself all of those who have been purchased by his 

____________.  
 
Ø Jesus will rescue all of His people from the danger of impending destruction in 

the great tribulation.  
 
What is Tribulation? 
Generally refers to the suffering and anguish of the people of God.  According to 
New Testament, tribulations are an expected reality among the followers of Christ.  
 
Hebrew tsara; meaning narrow, compressed, affliction, distress. 
 
Greeek thlipsis; servere constriction, narrowing, pressing together. 
 
In context of the end times, the great tribulation refers to the time of trouble that 
will usher the second coming of Christ.  Jesus warned that the great tribulation 
would be so intense that its calamities will nearly decimate all of life.  



As it relates to the great tribulation, the argument is when will Christ come for His 
church? 
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Pretribulation: The pretribulational view holds that Christ raptures the church 
before any part of the seven year tribulation begins. 
 
Cross References: Daniel 9:24-27; Matthew 24:3-28; 1 Thessalonians 4:17; 
Revelation 11:2; 12:4 
 
Midtribulation: The midtribulational view sees the rapture as a distinct event that 
proceeds Christ second coming and delivers believers during the last half of the 
seven year period.  
 
Cross References: Matthew 24:15-28; Revelation 16:18 
 
Posttribulation: The posttribulational view holds that Christ raptures the church and 
the second coming are one,  This occurs after the seven years of tribulation.  
Those who hold this view also believe God will protect his people from His wrath and 
judgement.  
 
Cross References: 1 Thessalonians 5:9 
   
Then there is this… 
 
Postmillennialsts and amillennialists consider the great tribulation as a brief, 
indefinite period at the end of this age. (Revelation 20:8-9) 
 
Deispensational premillenialists identify the tribulation with the 70th week of 
Daniel’s prophecy (Daniel 9:27), a period of 7 years whose latter half is the great 
tribulation.  The rapture of the church proceeds a literal 7 year tribulation period 
which is followed by the second coming of Christ.  Unlike the pretribulationalists, 
they hold that believers and unbelievers alike will undergo this tribulation. 
 
In light of all of this information, what is the most important thing we can do to 
prepare ourselves? 
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________ 
    
*Fix your hope on ____________; not on the events surrounding His coming.  
 
Cross Reference: 1 John 3:2-3 
 
What does Revelation mean? 



The word revelation means an uncovering, a removal of the veil, a disclosure of what 
was previously unknown.  Revelation of God is God’s manifestation of Himself to 
mankind in such a way that men and women can know and fellowship with Him. 
 
Who and what has God revealed to us that we might know Him better today? 
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Greek apokalupsis; properly uncovering;  
 
English apocalypse means, chaos and catastrophe. 
 
John’s purpose in writing the book of Revelation is the revelation of _________  
____________ and the _____________ that take place leading to the end. (Rev. 1:1) 
 
What should we be mindful of when reading the book of Revelation? 
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________ 
*Symbolism; conveys information, imparts values and arouse emotions 
 
Example: Instead of saying “a dictator will rule the world” he describes a beast 
because it says much more than a dictator.  Instead of explaining a world system, 
he says, “Babylon the Great” and contrasted the “harlot” with the “bride.”  
 
Biblical symbols are consistent with the whole biblical _________________. 
 
Some symbols are explained: Rev. 1:20 
 
Some symbols are understood from the Old Testament: Rev. 2:7,17 
 
Some symbols are not explained: Rev. 2:17 (white stone) 
 
Because there are nearly 300 references to the Old Testament found in Revelation 
we must anchor our interpretations to what God has already revealed, lest we 
misinterpret this very important book. 
 
Revelation Outline and Timeline 
 
7 C_____________ (Revelation 2-3) 
 
Rapture: Jesus comes for the church (Revelation 4-5) 
 
7 S______________ (Revelation 6-8 Tribulation begins) 
 
7 T______________ (Revelation 8:7-11:19) 
 
The counterfeit trinity (Revelation 12-14) 



 
7 B_____________ (Revelation 15-16) 
End of false religion & Collapse of the world market (Revelation 17-19 Tribulation 
ends) 
 
Second coming Jesus comes with the church (Revelation 19:11-16) 
 
1000 year reign of Jesus Christ and all the saints (Revelation 20:1-6) 
 
Great White Throne Judgement (Revelation 20:7-14) 
 
New Heaven and New Earth (Revelation 21:22) 
 
What is one thing that you learned today that you are willing to share with 
someone else? 
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

“The Revelation of God is the fuel for the fire of our 
worship.” 

 


