LESSON 6

October 12, 2025
Unit II: Jeremiah and the Promise of Renewal

Walk the Talk

DEVOTIONAL READING: Luke 6:40-46

BACKGROUND SCRIPTURE: Jeremiah 7:1-26
PRINT PASSAGE: Jeremiah 7:1-11, 21-23

KEY VERSE

This thing commanded I them, saying, Obey my voice, and I will be your God, and ye
shall be my people: and walk ye in all the ways that I have commanded you, that it
may be well unto you. (Jeremiah 7:23, KJV) '

“I gave them this command: Obey me, and I will be your God and you will be my
people. Walk in obedience to all I command you, that it may go well with you.”
(Jeremiah 7:23, NIV)

Lesson Aims

As a result of experiencing this lesson, you should be able to do the following:

- Assess the popular belief that the Temple guaranteed God’s presence
and protection.

« Strive for consistency in your words and deeds.

« Apply the teaching from Jeremiah’s sermon to a situation facing the
church today.

*Key Terms
Amend (verse 3)—Hebrew: yatab (yaw-tab'): to make well; better; “reform” (NIV).
Hear (verse 2)—Hebrew: shama (shaw-mah"): to listen (with understanding); obey; heed.

Trust (verse 4)—Hebrew: batach (baw-takh'): to rely, be confident, feel secure; to believe,
have faith.

Walk (verse 23)—Hebrew: halak (haw-lak'): to go, come, proceed, move; flow; travel.
Word (verse 1)—Hebrew: dabar (daw-baw'): matter; thing; speech; command; promise.
Worship (verse 2)—Hebrew: shachah (shaw-khaw'): to bow down, prostrate oneself;
pay homage.

*(Word Study Supplement—Refer to page 2)
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The Biblical Context

Jeremiah delivered this Temple sermon
around 609-606 BC, during the reign
of King Jehoiakim of Judah. This was a
pivotal moment in Judah’s history, as the
nation faced mounting pressure from the
rising Babylonian Empire and experienced
internal moral decay despite maintain-
ing elaborate religious ceremonies. The
Temple, built by Solomon approximately
four hundred years earlier, had become
a source of false security for the people.
They believed that God would never al-
low Jerusalem or its Temple to fall, re-
gardless of their behavior—partly due to
its miraculous deliverance from Assyria
during Hezekiah’s reign (701 BC). This
passage, often called Jeremiah’s “Temple
Sermon,” directly confronts this misplaced
confidence. The religious leaders of Jere-
miah’s day promoted a theology that
emphasized ritual over righteousness,
leading to a dangerous combination of re-
ligious observance and moral corruption.
The reference to the Temple’s becoming
a “den of thieves” would later be quoted
by Jesus in His own Temple cleansing (see
Matthew 21:13), showing the enduring
relevance of Jeremiah’s message about
true worship versus empty religion.

Introduction

The great traditions of the black church—
the powerful music that moves the souls, the
passionate preaching that stirs the spirits, the
fellowship that binds the community together—
are reminders of how worship has sustained black
people through centuries of trials and triumphs.
Could these beautiful traditions, as precious as
they are, sometimes become substitutes for the
deeper relationship that God desires to share with
His people? Just as the ancestors fought to main-
tain authentic faith despite external oppression,
there is now a different struggle—ensuring that
worship is more than just a comfortable routine
that masks a disconnect between Sunday morning
and everyday living.

The prophet Jeremiah stood at the Temple
gates, watching people file in with their heads
held high, confident in their religious routines,
yet blind to how far they had drifted from God’s
heart for justice and righteousness. His words cut
through religious pretense then, and they challenge
believers today to examine whether they have
confused the comfort of familiar traditions with
the transformative power of a genuine relation-
ship with God. Today, this lesson speaks to hearts
that are open and ready to hear what the Spirit is
saying to the church right here, right now.

ANALYSIS OF THE BIBLICAL TEXT

The False Security of Religious Ritual (Jeremiah 7:1-4)

KJV

THE WORD that came to Jeremiah from the Lorp, saying,

2 Stand in the gate of the LorD’s house, and proclaim there this word, and say, Hear the
word of the Lorbp, all ye of Judah, that enter in at these gates to worship the Lorp.

3 Thus saith the Lorp of hosts, the God of Israel, Amend your ways and your doings, and
I will cause you to dwell in this place.
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4 Trust ye not in lying words, saying, The temple of the Lorb, The temple of the Lorp,
The temple of the LORD, are these.

IV

THIS IS the word that came to Jeremiah from the Lorp:

2 “Stand at the gate of the Lorp’s house and there proclaim this message: ‘Hear the word
of the Lorp, all you people of Judah who come through these gates to worship the Lorp.
3 ““This is what the Lorp Almighty, the God of Israel, says: Reform your ways and your
actions, and I will let you live in this place.

4 ““Do not trust in deceptive words and say, “This is the temple of the Lorp, the temple
of the LorD, the temple of the Lorp!””

The book of Jeremiah delivers powerful messages about authentic worship and having a
genuine relationship with God. In chapter 7, verses 1-2, Jeremiah delivers a crucial sermon
at the Temple Gate in Jerusalem, addressing a deep spiritual crisis in Judah. The setting was
significant, as Jeremiah stood at the entrance of the Temple, where worshippers gathered, il-
lustrating God’s desire to communicate directly with His people in a place they regarded as a
center of worship.

In verses 3-4, the first major theme emerges: Jeremiah confronted the people about their
misplaced confidence. They had started to treat the Temple as a talisman (an object with special
powers), believing that its mere presence could guarantee their security and God’s favor. This
reliance on the building indicated a misunderstanding of what true worship entails.

Jeremiah's warning is especially relevant today. Many modern believers may also fall into the
trap of placing trust in religious buildings, rituals, or traditions rather than nurturing a vibrant
relationship with God. This message challenges us to examine the foundations of our faith and
recognize that genuine worship goes beyond physical locations and outward displays. Instead,
¢ calls for a heartfelt and authentic connection with the Creator, emphasizing the importance
of spiritual sincerity over mere ritualistic practices.

@ WHAT DO YOU THINK?
What are some modern “tempies” that Christians might be tempted to trust in
teday instead of God?

God’s Requirements for True Worship (Jeremiah 7:5-11)
KV

5 For if ye throughly amend your ways and your doings; if ye throughly execute judgment
between a man and his neighbour;
6 If ye oppress not the stranger, the fatherless, and the widow, and shed not innocent

blood in this place, neither walk after other gods to your hurt:
7 Then will I cause you to dwell in this place, in the land that I gave to your fathers, for

ever and ever.

38 BIBLE STUDIES FOR ADULTS



8 Behold, ye trust in lying words, that cannot profit.

9 Will ye steal, murder, and commit adultery, and swear falsely, and burn incense unto
Baal, and walk after other gods whom ye know not;

10 And come and stand before me in this house, which is called by my name, and say, We
are delivered to do all these abominations?

11 Is this house, which is called by my name, become a den of robbers in your eyes? Be-
hold, even I have seen it, saith the Lorp.

NIV

5 ““If you really change your ways and your actions and deal with each other justly,

6 “if you do not oppress the foreigner, the fatherless or the widow and do not shed
innocent blood in this place, and if you do not follow other gods to your own harm,

7 “then I will let you live in this place, in the land I gave your ancestors for ever and ever.
8 “‘But look, you are trusting in deceptive words that are worthless.

9 ““‘Will you steal and murder, commit adultery and perjury, burn incense to Baal and
follow other gods you have not known,

10 ““and then come and stand before me in this house, which bears my Name, and say,
“We are safe”—safe to do all these detestable things?

11 ““Has this house, which bears my Name, become a den of robbers to you? But I have
been watching! declares the Lorp.””

In verses 5-7 of Jeremiah 7, the prophet articulates the core qualities of genuine spiritual
reformation. He emphasizes that true worship is deeply connected to ethical conduct and so-
cial justice. God’s expectations extend beyond mere religious rituals; they demand an active
commitment to caring for society’s vulnerable and marginalized members. In verses 8-11, Jer-
emiah boldly addressed the people’s hypocrisy, highlighting a concerning disconnect between
their faith practices and unethical behavior. They participated in sacred rituals while separating
their lives, thinking they could uphold a pious public image while acting differently in private.

This passage challenges people of Christian faith to reflect on whether their worship genu-
inely transforms their daily living. It prompts examination of the crucial link between worship
and personal actions. Authentic faith is not measured by public worship attendance alone but
by one’s daily witness and behind-the-scenes treatment of neighbors, especially those in need.
Instead of assuming well-crafted public personas or comparing themselves to each other, true
believers should practice justice, extend mercy, and walk humbly with God in all aspects of life
(see Micah 6:8). Christian faith is not a shallow Sunday ritual but a lifestyle that reflects one’s
commitment to God’s call to authentic righteous living.

@ WHAT DO YOU THINK?

In what ways does one’s treatment of others reflect the genuineness of his or
her worship?
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Moving from Religious Activity to Genuine Relationship
(Jeremiah 7:21-23)

KV

21 Thus saith the LorD of hosts, the God of Israel; Put your burnt offerings unto your
sacrifices, and eat flesh.

22 For 1 spake not unto your fathers, nor commanded them in the day that I brought
them out of the land of Egypt, concerning burnt offerings or sacrifices:

23 But this thing commanded I them, saying, Obey my voice, and I will be your God,
and e shall be my people: and walk ye in all the ways that I have commanded you,
that it may be well unto you.

NIV
21 ““This is what the Lorp Almighty, the God of Israel, says: Go ahead, add your burnt

offerings to your other sacrifices and eat the meat yourselves!

22 ““For when I brought your ancestors out of Egypt and spoke to them, I did not just
give them commands about burnt offerings and sacrifices,

23 “but I gave them this command: Obey me, and I will be your God and you will be my
people. Walk in obedience to all I command you, that it may go well with you.””

In verses 21-22, God emphasizes the futility of sacrifices and offerings not accompanied
by true obedience. While the sacrificial system was established for His people to express devo-
tion, it was never meant to be an end in itself. Verse 23 highlights that the core command-
ment focuses on having a meaningful relationship with God—listening to His voice and
walking in His ways. The sacrifices were intended as genuine expressions of love for God,
rather than substitutes for that love. This message is particularly relevant for contemporary
Christians, who may prioritize religious activities over cultivating a personal relationship
with God. Engaging in rituals should never overshadow the importance of nurturing the
connection with God.

This study calls for honest self-examination, as it echoes Jeremiah’s plea for the people to
amend their ways. It encourages prayerful introspection to identify areas in which genuine
change is required, aiming for a spiritual transformation that impacts every aspect of one’s life.
Ultimately, verses 21-23 teach that God desires (and deserves) heartfelt relationship over mere
ritual. True worship emerges from a heart aligned with His will and sincerely committed to

His purpose.
@ WHAT DO YOU THINK?

In what ways have modern believers strayed from God’s purpose behind the
sractices of giving offerings and acts of service in the church?
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A Ciosing Thought

God’s message through Jeremiah resonates with power and urgency in times like these.
True worship is not found in the grandeur of the sanctuary, the melody and beat of worship
songs, or the rhythm of routines. It is discovered in the intimate spaces where human hearts
align with God’s heart, where faith moves from ritual to relationship, and where Sunday praise
transforms into Monday-through-Saturday living. This deep, authentic relationship with God
gives power for rising above empty religion and embracing a faith that brings hope to the

hurting, justice to the oppressed, and light to the darkness.

Your Life
When Christians scroll through their phones before reaching for their Bibles, rush to

work without prayer, and take the Lord’s Supper while harboring unforgiveness, they echo
the same disconnect the prophet Jeremiah addressed. True worship is about more than lift-
ing “holy hands” in church. It is about using those hands to lift others, making choices that
honor God, and allowing your relationship with Him to shape every aspect of your character

and conduct.

Your World!

The authenticity of one’s faith speaks volumes to a watching world. Your most potent
testimony will never be in Scriptures you quote or the church activities attended, but in how
your relationship with God visibly transforms your character, choices, and treatment of oth-
ers. The world has seen enough religious activity; it needs to witness genuine, life-changing

relationships with God reflected in living, loving, and serving.

¢t Closing Prayer
Lord, help us to hear. Show us where we have trusted in religious activities rather than in
You. Help us become people who worship You with our lips and our lives, demonstrating Your

love and justice in all we do. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Conclusion
(Preparing for Next Week’s Lesson)

Please be prepared for next week’s lesson. The lesson topic for Sunday, October 19, 2025,
is “Promises, Promises.” The Devotional Reading is 2 Corinthians 6:16-7:4, the Background
Scripture is Jeremiah 35:1-19, and the Print Passage is Jeremiah 35:5-11.
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