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Ash Wednesday Service 
 

February 18, 2025                                                            6:00 PM  
    
PRELUDE            Lord Jesus, Think on Me   arr. Ward 
       Libby Alexander, organ 
 Lord Jesus Think on me, and purge away my sin. 
 From earthborn passions set me free, and make me pure within. 
 
WELCOME       Dr. Tammy Bass
            
*CALL TO WORSHIP           Create in Me a Clean Heart  
            (Based on Psalm 51) 

                         Sonshine Choir   
     

Antiphon Create in me a clean heart, O God 
   Restore to me the joy of thy salvation 
 

Reader 1 Have mercy on me, O God, 
   according to Your lovingkindness; 

Reader 2 Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, 
  and cleanse me from my sin. 
Reader 3 For I acknowledge my transgressions,      

and my sin is ever before me. 
Antiphon 

 
Reader 4 Hide Your face from my sins,  

and blot out all my iniquities. 
Reader 5 Do not cast me away from Your presence, 

and do not take Your Holy Spirit from me. 
Reader 6 Then I will teach transgressors Your ways, 
  and sinners will return to You. 
Antiphon 

 
Reader 7 O Lord, open my lips, 
  and my mouth will declare Your praise. 
Reader 8 For You do not desire sacrifice, or I would give it; 

You do not delight in burnt offering. 
Antiphon 
 

*HYMN 2128       Come and Find the Quiet Center 
           



OPENING PRAYER         Rev. David Lee 
 
SCRIPTURE     Joel 2:1-2, 12-17  
 
HOMILY                     
 
ANTHEM        Guide Us, Lord    Patterson 
 Guide us through these days, O Lord; help us to seek your way, 
 trusting as you lead us with love, teach us again to pray. 
 Help us know you more clearly, help us love you more dearly, 
 help us follow you more nearly day by day. Guide us Lord, we pray. 
 Guide us through these days, O Lord; help us to seek your way, 
 seeking wisdom from your word, strengthen our tender faith. 
     
INVITATION TO THE OBSERVANCE OF LENTEN DISCIPLINE 
 
THANKSGIVING OVER THE ASHES           Rev. David Lee 

God of mercy, 
Bless these ashes. 
May they remind us of our mortality, 
our need, 
and your unending grace. 
As they are placed upon us, seal us again with your love. 
Amen. 

 
*IMPOSITION OF THE ASHES  

You are invited to come down the center aisles and receive 
your ashes from one of our pastors. You may proceed to the 
chancel rail for prayer or return to your seat up the outside 
aisles. 

 
“Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” 

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION     Caroline Scism 

Holy God, 
We confess that we have sinned against you  
and against one another. 
We have chosen comfort over courage. 
We have kept silent when love required speech. 
We have benefited from what harms others. 
We have failed to love you with our whole heart. 



 
We are dust — and we have forgotten  
that we belong to you. 
Forgive us. 
Restore us. 
Teach us to walk the way of Jesus. 
Amen. 

 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON    Katie Bowers   

Hear the good news: 
God is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in 
steadfast love. 
In Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. 
In Jesus Christ, you are loved. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
*PASSING THE PEACE 

Let us offer one another signs of reconciliation and love. 
 

The peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 

 
 
*HYMN UMH #269 Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days  
              (st. 1, 3, & 5) 
 
 
*SENDING FORTH        Rev. David Lee 

Faithful God, as we begin this Lenten journey, give us 
courage to repent, humility to listen, and hope to trust your 
mercy. Walk with us from ashes to Easter. Amen. 
 
Dismiss in silence. 

 
*Please stand 

UMH denotes United Methodist Hymnal 
TFWS denotes The Faith We Sing hymnal 

 
  


