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In Nomine Iesu 

+ + + 

Preservice Music 
 

The Service of Light 
The service begins with a procession.  

The congregation shall rise at Pastor’s invitation and turn to face the processional cross.  

The liturgy of the Service of Light shall be intoned responsively. 
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L In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He 

was with God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing 

was made that has been made. In him was life, and that life was the light of men. The light 

shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it.  (St. John 1:1-5) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Phos Hilaron 
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Thanksgiving for Light 
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(Be Seated) 

Psalm 141 
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Psalm Prayer 

P Let us pray. Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, and let 

Your loving-kindness descend on us that, with purified minds, we may sing Your praises 

with the Church on earth and the whole heavenly host and may glorify You forever. 

C Amen. 

 

 

 

 
 

C 
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Psalm 119:153–168  
 

Look on my affliction and deliver me, 

for I do not forget your law. 

Plead my cause and redeem me; 

give me life according to your promise! 

Salvation is far from the wicked, 

for they do not seek your statutes. 

Great is your mercy, O LORD; 

give me life according to your rules. 

Many are my persecutors and my adversaries, 

but I do not swerve from your testimonies. 

I look at the faithless with disgust, 

because they do not keep your commands. 

Consider how I love your precepts! 

Give me life according to your steadfast love. 

The sum of your word is truth, 

and every one of your righteous rules endures forever. 

Princes persecute me without cause, 

but my heart stands in awe of your words. 

I rejoice at your word 

like one who finds great spoil. 

I hate and abhor falsehood, 

but I love your law. 

Seven times a day I praise you 

for your just and righteous decrees. 

Great peace have those who love your law; 

nothing can make them stumble. 

I hope for your salvation, O LORD, 

and I do your commandments. 

My soul keeps your testimonies; 

I love them exceedingly. 

I keep your precepts and testimonies, 

for all my ways are before you. 
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Office Hymn 

A Great and Mighty Wonder 
Text: Germanus, c. 634-c. 734; Tune: Köln – “Es Ist Ein Ros (Isorhythmic); LSB #383 © 2006 CPH 

 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 
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Readings from Holy Scripture 
Isaiah 40:1–8 

[1] Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. [2] Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her 

that her warfare is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned, that she has received from the Lord’s hand 

double for all her sins. [3] A voice cries: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord; make 

straight in the desert a highway for our God. [4] Every valley shall be lifted up, and every 

mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a 

plain. [5] And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together, for the 

mouth of the Lord has spoken.” [6] A voice says, “Cry!” And I said, “What shall I cry?” All flesh 

is grass, and all its beauty is like the flower of the field. [7] The grass withers, the flower fades 

when the breath of the Lord blows on it; surely the people are grass. [8] The grass withers, the 

flower fades, but the word of our God will stand forever. 

 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

(Silence for reflection on God’s Word) 

St. Matthew 11:2–15 
[2] Now when John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by his disciples 

[3] and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?” [4] And 

Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: [5] the blind receive their sight 

and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor 

have good news preached to them. [6] And blessed is the one who is not offended by me.” [7] As 

they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John: “What did you go out into 

the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? [8] What then did you go out to see? A man 

dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who wear soft clothing are in kings’ houses. [9] What then 

did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. [10] This is he of 

whom it is written, “‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face, who will prepare your way 

before you.’ [11] Truly, I say to you, among those born of women there has arisen no one greater 

than John the Baptist. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 

[12] From the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven has suffered violence, 

and the violent take it by force. [13] For all the Prophets and the Law prophesied until John, 

[14] and if you are willing to accept it, he is Elijah who is to come. [15] He who has ears to hear, 

let him hear. 

 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

(Silence for reflection on God’s Word) 

 

P In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets. 

C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son. 
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Sermon Hymn 
When All the World Was Cursed 

Text: Johann Gottfried Olearius; Tune: Ahasverus Fritsch – “Was Frag Ich Nach Der Welt”; LSB #346 © 2006 CPH 

 

 

 

 
 

© 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011008. 

Public domain 

 
 

(Stand for the Text) 

Sermon 

Text: Psalm 119:153-168 – “Tentatio” 
 

 

(Stand) 

Votum 
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Offering Prayer 
 

(Be Seated) 

Offering 
 

 

Voluntary 

Sing and Rejoice with Heart and Voice 
By James E. Clemens © 1998 Choristers Guild 

Laudate Choir 
 

Sing and rejoice with heart and voice; tell all the world that Jesus is coming. 

Shout and proclaim; honor his name. Lift up your hearts with praises and singing. Hosanna, hosanna! 

Blessed is the king who is coming. Hosanna, hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Jesus will come as a light in the darkness, melting the shadows of pain and despair. 

Jesus will come to bring hope for the helpless, keeping us sheltered and safe in his care. 

Jesus is coming to be our redeemer; he will bring healing and grant us his peace. 

Jesus is coming to be the Messiah; He will bring love to the whole human race. 

Sing and rejoice with heart and voice; tell all the world that Jesus is coming. 

Shout and proclaim; honor his name. Lift up your hearts with praises and singing. Hosanna, hosanna! 

Blessed is the king who is coming. Hosanna, hosanna! Blessed is he. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna! 
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(Stand) 

Litany 
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Collect for Peace 
 
P O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us, 

your servants, the peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey 

your commandments; and also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may 

live in peace and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ, our Savior, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, God forever.  

 
 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

 
P Taught by our Lord and trusting in His promises, we are bold to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 

and ever. Amen. 
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Benedicamus 

 
P Let us bless the Lord. 

 
 

 

 

Benediction 

 
P May God the Father, who loved the world so much that he sent his only Son, give you 

grace to prepare for life eternal. 

C Amen. 

 

P May God the Son, who comes to us as Redeemer and Judge, reveal to you the path from 

darkness to light. 

C Amen. 

 

P May God the Holy Spirit, by whose working the Virgin Mary conceived the Christ, help 

you bear the fruits of holiness. 

C Amen. 

 

P And may the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon 

you and remain with you always. 

C Amen. 
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Closing Hymn 
Now the Light Has Gone Away 

Text: Frances R. Havergal; Tune: “Müde Bin Ich”; LSB #887 sts. 1–5 © 2006 CPH 

 

 
 

Public domain 

 

Chimes & Silent Prayer 

 
+ + + 

 

Soli Deo Gloria! 
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