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Worship Note: 

The first day of Lent is called “Ash Wednesday” in all Christian countries of the Western world from the historic 
ceremony of imposing blessed ashes in the form of the cross on the foreheads of the faithful. In the ancient 
tradition the pastor pronounces the words of Genesis 3:19 as he places the ashes on the penitent’s forehead. 
“Memento homo quia pulvis es et in pulverem reverteris.” (Remember, man, that thou art dust and to dust shalt 
thou return.) The ashes used are obtained from the burning of the blessed palms from the previous Palm Sunday. 
The designation of this holy day as “Ash Wednesday” dates from the 10th century. Ash Wednesday is a day of 
solemn confession when the congregation laments the sins of God’s people and makes a commitment to observe 
the Lenten season as a time of repentance and prayer in preparation for the joyous celebration of the Lord’s 
resurrection. The ashes of this somber observance are a reminder of our human frailty and mortality and a sign 
of our repentance, sorrow, and need for grace. “Memento, homo, quia pulvis es.” Those who wish to participate 
in this time-honored ceremony this evening may come forward during the Imposition of Ashes. 

 

Order of Divine Service 
+ + + 

In Nomine Jesu 
 

Music for Meditation 
 

Call To Worship 
(The congregation will please stand and face the processional cross) 

O Sinner, Come Thy Sin to Mourn 
By S. Heyden © J. T. Mueller 1952 Paul A. Schmitt Music Co. 

Jubilate Choir 
 

O sinner come thy sin to mourn, so vast and vile that it has borne Christ to this vale of anguish;  
Behold with faith, God’s only Son! Come nigh and see what love has done, to save thee from damnation;  

the Father cast on Him thy guilt, for thee His precious blood was spilt, to bless thee with salvation. 
 

O meditate; how painfully the Lamb of God on Calvary has died for thy transgressions;  
O Son of God, eternal Word, Divine Redeemer, dearest Lord, we marvel at Thy suff’ring;  

for Thy disgrace, and pain, and shame, we’ll ever magnify Thy name, and praise Thy glorious offering. 
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(Be Seated) 

Opening Hymn 
Sunday’s Palms Are Wednesday’s Ashes 

Text: L. White; Tune: “Beach Spring”; Te Deum #297 © 2016 OSL 
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“Law and Gospel, Damnation and Salvation” by Lucas Cranach the Elder 

 
 

(Stand) 

Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
P The Lord be with you.  
C And with thy spirit. 
 
P Let us pray: 
 O Almighty and Eternal God, spare those who come before You this night in heartfelt 

penitence and prayer. You desire not the death of sinners but rather that they might turn 
from their wicked ways and live. Mindful of the weakness of our human nature, bless these 
ashes as a sign of our humility. Enable each of us to recognize that we are but dust, and for 
the penalty of our guilt must return to the dust again. By the death of our Lord Jesus Christ 
pardon our sins and restore us to life again. In the Name of Jesus. 

 C Amen. 
 

(Be Seated) 
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The Imposition of Ashes 
(Those who desire to receive ashes come forward to the altar. The minister will apply ashes to the forehead of 

each person with the words: “Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” 
After all who desire ashes have received them, the minister leads the congregation in the confession of sin.) 

 

 

Ministry of Music 
What Wondrous Love Is This 

Carillon Ringers 
 

O Sacred Head Now Wounded 
Blake Crabtree, trumpet 

 
 

(Stand/Kneel) 

Confession of Sin 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned 

against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors 
as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of 
Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we 
may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
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Hymn of Confession   

Not All the Blood of Beasts 
Text: Isaac Watts; Tune: William Daman – “Southwell”; LSB #431 © 2006 CPH 

 

 
 
 

 
Absolution 

 
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my 

office, as a called and ordained servant of the 
Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, 
and in the stead and by the command of my Lord 
Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name 
of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“John the Baptist” by Matthias Grünewald 
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(Be Seated) 

Office Hymn 

Remember, Man, That Thou Art Dust 
Text: L. White; Tune: Martin Luther – “Vater Unser”; Te Deum #272 © 2016 OSL 
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Scripture Lesson  

Psalm 51:1–13 
 
[1] Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; 
according to your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions. 
[2] Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin! 
[3] For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. 
[4] Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight, so that you may be 
justified in your words and blameless in your judgment. 
[5] Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me. 
[6] Behold, you delight in truth in the inward being, and you teach me wisdom in the secret heart. 
[7] Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 
[8] Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones that you have broken rejoice. 
[9] Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities. 
[10] Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
[11] Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 
[12] Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with a willing spirit. 
[13] Then I will teach transgressors your ways, and sinners will return to you. 
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Sermon Hymn 
The Tree of Life 

Text: Stephen P. Starke; Tune: Bruce W. Becker – “Tree of Life”; LSB #561 © 2006 CPH 

 

 

 

 

 

 
© 1993 Stephen P. Starke 

© 1995 Bruce W. Becker. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011008. 
admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011008. 
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(Stand for the reading of the text) 

Sermon 

Psalm 51:1–13 
“Ashes to Ashes” 

 
 

(Stand) 

Votum 
 

Canticle Hymn 
The Lamb 

 Text & Tune: Gerald P. Coleman – “Winter”; LSB #547 © 2006 CPH 

 

 

 

 
 

© 1987 and 1997 MorningStar Music Publishers. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011008. 
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Service of Holy Communion 
(Stand)  

The Great Thanksgiving 
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have 

had mercy on those whom You created and sent Your 
only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our 
Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation 
accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His 
body and His blood on the cross. 

 
 Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we 

beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with 
Your Word and Spirit.  Grant us faithfully to eat His body 
and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament.  
Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to 
celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the 
Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end.  Graciously 
receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us.  To You 
alone, O Father, be all glory, honor and worship, with the 
Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

The Words of Institution 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T 
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave 
it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the New Testament in My T blood, 
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of Me.” 

 
P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup we proclaim the Lord’s death until He 

comes. 
C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
P O Lord Jesus Christ, Lamb of God, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and to drink, 

You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, 
Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and 
your coming for the final judgment.   

 So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
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C Our Father Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 
and ever. Amen. 

 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 

Agnus Dei 

 

 

 

 
 

 
From the Ghent Altarpiece by Van Eyck 
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(Be Seated) 

Distribution & Hymns 
(This congregation observes the Biblical practice of “Closed Communion.”  If you have not communed with us 
previously and have not had the opportunity to speak with our Pastor about communion attendance, we 
respectfully request that you refrain from participating in the Sacrament this evening. Thank you for your 
kindness.) 

Christ, the Life of All the Living 
Text: Ernst Homburg; Tune: “Jesu, Meines Lebens Leben”; LSB #420 sts.1–5 © 2006 CPH 

 

 

 

 

 
 

(Continued…) 
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5 Thou hast suffered men to bruise Thee, That from pain I might be free; 
Falsely did Thy foes accuse Thee: Thence I gain security; 
Comfortless Thy soul did languish Me to comfort in my anguish. 
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 

 
Public domain 

 

Ministry of Music 
When I Survey the Wondrous Cross 

Text: Isaac Watts; Arr: Gilbert M. Martin (based on tune by Lowell Mason) © 1970 Theodore Presser Co. 
Jubilate Choir 

When I survey the wondrous cross On which the Prince of glory died,  
My richest gain I count but loss, And pour contempt on all my pride. 

Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast, Save in the death of Christ, my God! 
All the vain things that charm me most, I sacrifice them to his blood. 

See, from his head, his hands, his feet, Sorrow and love flow mingled down! 
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet, Or thorns compose so rich a crown? 
Were the whole realm of nature mine, That were a present far too small;  

Love, so amazing, so divine, Demands my soul, my life, my all! Amen! 
 

Glory Be to Jesus 
Text: Italian, c. 18th cent.; Tune: Friedrich Filitz – “Wem In Leidenstagen”; LSB #433 © 2006 CPH 

 

 
 
5 Oft as earth exulting Wafts its praise on high, 

Angel hosts rejoicing Make their glad reply. 
 
6 Lift we, then, our voices, Swell the mighty flood; 

Louder still and louder Praise the precious blood! 
 

Public domain 
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(Stand) 

Post-Communion Canticle 
Sing, My Tongue, the Glorious Battle 

Text: Venantius Honorius Fortunatus; Tune: Carl F. Schalk – “Fortunatus New”; LSB #454 sts. 1, 5 © 2006 CPH 

 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 
© 1967 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011008. 

 

 
Benedicamus – Benediction 

P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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Closing Hymn 
Abide with Me 

Text: Henry F. Lyte; Tune: William H. Monk – “Eventide”; LSB #878 sts. 1–4, 6 © 2006 CPH 

 

 

 

 
 
6 Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes; 

Shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies. 
Heav’n’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee; 
In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me. 

 
Public domain 

Chimes & Silent Prayer 
(Please remain standing while the acolytes extinguish the altar candles) 

(The offering will be gathered at the door) 
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