
Symposium and Graduations 
The month of May is often time for graduations.  This summer our seminary 
celebrated FIVE graduations.  Not the graduation of five people.  Five 
graduation ceremonies! Our first three-year cycle of the deaconess program 
came to a close this summer with nearly 100 women graduating between 
five countries.  We began in Mexico in early May with the graduation of 
about a fourth of the women.  I was privileged to go and preach and lead 
the graduation ceremony there at the conclusion of our last course on 
diaconal care. 

Next came our graduation here in the Dominican, with twelve women 
graduating and three men.  Pictured above is seminary graduate Rafael 
Flores with Prof. Sergio Fritzler and me.  Rafael and his wife, missionary 
Jamielynn, are working on the visa process to move to Chile where they will 
soon serve.  Our dear friend Seminarian Jeancarlos Ramirez from Peru also 
graduated and is now back in his home country of Peru with his wife and 
children.  Lord willing, he will be ordained there in late October. 
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The DR 
Coat of Arms 
God, Country          
and Freedom 

Please pray for… 
Our five new 
residential seminary 
students arriving soon 

Our son Viktor during 
his ten weeks of Army 
basic training 

Seminarian Carlos 
Ventura as he 
continues our new 
outreach efforts in 
Cienfuegos (Santiago) 

Praise God for… 
100 deaconess 
graduates and 3 
pastoral graduates 

A successful in-person 
theological 
symposium last May 

Safe arrival of 
missionary families in 
Peru and Uruguay
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The Fritsche Family 
Serving the Lord in the Dominican Republic



I was unable to participate in the graduation of our Guatemala 
deaconesses in June because I had COVID, but the ceremony went on as 
planned.  A graduation in Venezuela followed in July.  Our Panama 
deaconess graduation was postponed from June to August also because of 
COVID.  Clarion and I just returned home from there a couple of days ago 
after completing the last course and graduating six women from the 
deaconess program.  It was wonderful to celebrate the accomplishments 
of all of these wonderful students and see the fruit of the work of our 
beloved Seminario Concordia el Reformador, especially now as new 
workers take to the field to labor in God’s kingdom.  Please keep all of 
these people in your prayers. 

In our last newsletter I mentioned the arrival of the new Spanish hymnal, Himnario Luterano.  The 
shipments of the new hymnal are still making their way around Latin America and the Caribbean.  I 
have even seen pictures of the hymnal arriving in the United States and already being used by our 
Hispanic brothers and sisters there.  Praise the Lord!  This new hymnal is the result of at least 
fourteen years of work by a dedicated group of pastors and laypeople. The hymnal includes 670 
hymns, 107 psalms, 5 Divine Service Settings, Matins, Vespers, Collects, Lectionaries and much more.  
It is a rich resource that will serve Hispanic Lutheran churches for years to come. 

Along with the release and dedication of the new 
hymnal, in May our seminary held its fifth annual 
theological symposium under the theme: 
“Himnario Luterano: Proclaiming the Mercy and 
Grace of God in Christ Jesus.”  About 40 guests 
were with us from partner churches and 
seminaries.  We kicked off the week with a 
special dedication service at which I had the 
privilege to preach.  At the end of the service we 
dedicated the hymnals and presented them to 
several partner church presidents.  We then spent 

a week exploring the theology and history of worship and hymnody.  Each evening we held a hymn 
sing outside, singing hymns of Luther and Gerhardt and even some more modern hymns rich in 
theology.  It was a phenomenal week of singing and rejoicing in our rich heritage of Lutheran 
worship.  The symposium closed with a practical workshop by our Mercy Center entitled, “The 
Church Sings the Faith.”  This workshop is now being offered all across our region as churches 
prepare to receive the new hymnal. 

We are on the brink of a new school year with five new residential pastoral students coming.  I will 
share more news on this in our next newsletter.  God bless you all! 
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Deaconess Graduation in 
Mexico in May 2022

The presentation of the new “Himnario Luterano”



Deaconess Happenings 
Deaconess and Teacher!  

Before we moved to the Dominican Republic, I taught in 
Lutheran schools for various years.  Before I studied to 
become a deaconess, I was a teacher. Deaconesses use 
their gifts in many and various ways and I have been 
blessed to be able to help teach deaconess students this 
past year.  

Traveling back to Panama, where I was born and raised, 
teaching a couple of units of a course, and seeing the 
graduation of six deaconess students was a highlight of 

the past month.  It was very meaningful to teach and get to know the 
women who would continue the work of the church in this beloved 
country of mine. It was encouraging to hear of a few more students who 
would begin their studies as deaconesses.  God’s mission continues in 
Panama! 

God’s mission also continues in the Dominican Republic, where I  have 
the privilege of teaching deaconess students.  As I get to teach the 
students about diaconal care, I also get to share in their lives and see 
how God is working to show mercy and share the Gospel.  Despite 

economic struggles, power-outages, and 
family illness, these women persevered and 
completed their studies.  It is truly humbling 
to witness their dedication, strength, and 
faith. As Rosario (pictured at right) is known 
to say, “Arranquemos!”  This means, “Let’s get 
started!”or “Let’s go!”  This has become a 
mantra for the deaconesses of Pueblo Nuevo and is always meant as an 
encouragement in the Lord. 

As these women begin their work as deaconesses, I know they will be 
such a blessing to the church and their community.  I feel grateful to have 
been a small part of their formation. I am blessed to continue working 
with the six wonderful women from Pueblo Nuevo as we serve together in 
that congregation and community.  Enjoy some updates on the Pueblo 

Nuevo work on the next page.  Thank you for your prayers! 
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Deaconess Clarion teaching a deaconess 
course on “Diaconal Care” in Panama

Deaconess Clarion with 
graduate Rosario from 
Pueblo Nuevo

Deaconess Clarion teaching 
intensive course in the DR



VBS at Pueblo Nuevo: Bautizado en Cristo Soy 
God’s own child, I gladly say it! I am baptized into 
Christ!  I truly love this hymn and I LOVE working 
on VBS.  So, I decided to put the two together and 
work on a VBS for Pueblo Nuevo based on baptism 
and this hymn. With the cooperation of Pastor, our 
seminarians, and our deaconesses, we had a 
wonderful VBS.  

In this VBS, we focused on various stories involving 
baptism.  We began with the story of John the 
Baptist and how he prepared the way for Christ. 

Then, we learned about Jesus’ baptism and how he 
wasn’t baptized for the forgiveness of any sins of his own, but for our sins.  We learned about how 
the Ethiopian eunuch was baptized after being taught the scriptures by Phillip. We read about Paul 
and Silas and how they baptized the jailor’s entire family, even the children. We ended the week 
learning about Jesus’ ascension and hearing how he commanded his church to teach and baptize. 
Every day we worked with the hymn “God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It”. We had a memory verse for 
the week about baptism.  There were crafts, snacks, and games and I think everyone had a wonderful 
time.  

One of the reasons that I love this hymn so much is that it is such a beautiful confession of who we 
are as children of God and what that means as we face this world, Satan, and our own sinful flesh.  
This hymn poignantly reminds children that their identity is not found in anything in this world, but 
in who they are as God’s children and what He has done for them. 

One of my favorite memories from the week was 
hearing some of the children randomly start 
singing the first verse of this hymn as they were 
working on a coloring sheet.  They started 
singing and pretty soon the whole room had 
erupted in song.  It wasn’t even music time yet! I 
will treasure that moment for years to come.  It 
was truly a great week and I look forward to 
what’s to come at Iglesia Luterana de Pueblo 
Nuevo. 
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Deaconess Clarion leading VBS song practice

Pueblo Nuevo VBS group picture



Fritsche Family Updates 
Our family has undergone significant changes in the past month.  Viktor graduated from Wittenberg 
Academy in May and is now in his third week of basic training for the US Army.  He is doing well.  
He has called us briefly twice since starting basic training.  Max spent the summer with us here in the 

DR and for vacation in the states. He returned to the DR with us for the end of 
the summer and our regional missionary conference.  He has since returned to 
St. Paul’s Lutheran School in Concordia to begin his junior year of high school.  
That leaves Joel, Clarion and Andrei at home now with our two beloved 
weimaraners, Axel and Ada.  Andrei will soon begin 7th grade in September. 

We had a wonderful last family summer together. We were able to visit both 
sides of the family while in the states.  Clarion 
attended her first Concordia Deaconess 
Conference in St. Louis, while Andrei spent a 
few days there with family.  Joel, Viktor and 
Max tagged along with the youth group from 
Our Savior Lutheran Church in Houston to 

attend the Higher Things youth conference in 
Bozeman, Montana. 

Joel has begun doctoral studies in Old Testament, mostly by distance 
with Midwestern Baptist Theological Seminary in Kansas City. The 
house in Santiago is much quieter now with just one of our three boys 
here, but we continue to rejoice in God’s goodness to our family. 
Thank you always for your prayers, love and support!
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Pastor Joel and Deaconess Clarion Fritsche

SUPPORT THE MISSION WORK OF THE FRITSCHE FAMILY 
To support the LCMS through the work of Pastor Joel & Deaconess 
Clarion Fritsche, you may send a tax-deductible gift to:  

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod  Mission Central 
P.O. Box 66861       OR 40718 Highway E16 
St. Louis, MO 63166-6861      Mapleton, IA 51034 

Make checks payable to The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. Mark 
checks “Support of Joel and Clarion Fritsche.” Gifts can also be given 
securely online through the LCMS website, on our online giving page 
at lcms.org/fritsche.

Our last family pic 
before Vik left for 
basic training
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Viktor’s graduation party 
in Santiago
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