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Cover Illustration 
 

The Altar Guild of Our Savior Lutheran Church does a remarkable job of decking the Altar in 

particular, and the Sanctuary overall, for the High Festivals of the Church Year which 

commemorate and celebrate the crucial events in the life and ministry of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

Debbie Adams and her dedicated crew of ladies were committed to inspiring the members of the 

congregation and impressing upon each of them the unique significance of these celebrations as 

an affirmation of God’s gracious love for them in the life, death, and resurrection of His only 

Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ. The breathtaking beauty of the Sanctuary served to enhance the 

worship who gathered together in the Name of Jesus. Most appropriately, the cover illustration 

for this service of thanksgiving is the Easter altar. A magnificent wood carving of the Risen 

Christ, stands before the altar, the Banner of Victory over sin, death, and the power of the devil, 

as His right hand is uplifted in blessing stands amid a flood of flowers, outlining the cross upon 

which Jesus achieved that victory. The carving was executed by Ivo Demetz of the Studio Demetz 

in the Alpine Province of Tyrol. Above the Altar hangs the crucifix displaying the cost of our 

redemption. We have gathered here today to celebrate that victory. 
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A Service of Thanksgiving 
Celebrating God’s Gift of Eternal Life For 

 

 
“I Am The Resurrection And The Life” – Nesterov  

 

Debbie Sue Adams 
December 29, 1944 – December 22, 2022 

The death of a Christian has been transformed from tragedy into victory by the death and 

resurrection of Jesus Christ. At the moment of physical death the soul of the believer is safe at 

home in heaven with their Lord. Therefore, it is fitting and proper that those who remain - for a 

time - here on earth, would gather to celebrate God’s gift of life and savor the memories of 

blessings received through our beloved who now lives with Christ in heaven. We affirm the faith 

in which they lived and through which they have been given eternal life in the sanctuary where 

they received the forgiveness of sins in Word and sacrament. “Praise be to the God and Father 

of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of Compassion and the God of all comfort, who comforts 

us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves 

have received from God.”  (2 Corinthians 1:3-4) 
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Opening Hymn 
Text: Stephen P. Starke; Tune: Bruce W. Becker – “Tree of Life”; LSB #561 © 2006 CPH 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

© 1993 Stephen P. Starke; © 1995 Bruce W. Becker; admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011008. 
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“The Tree of Life” - Gustav Klimt 

 
Invocation 

Opening Prayers 

Ministry of Music 
Words: Fanny J. Crosby; Music: John R. Sweney; Arrangement: Tom Fettke; © 2002 by Majestic Eagle Publishing Co. 

Jubilate Choir 
 

In the morning when I rise, in the morning when I rise, in the morning when I rise, give me Jesus.  

Give me Jesus, give me Jesus. You can have all this world, but give me Jesus. 

O when I am alone, O when I am alone, O when I am alone, give me Jesus. 

From depths of sin I cry, from depths of sin I cry, from depths of sin I cry, give me Jesus. 

O, when I come to die, O when I come to die, O when I come to die give me Jesus.  

Give me Jesus, give me Jesus. You can have all this world, but give me Jesus.  

Give me Jesus, give me Jesus.  

You can have all this world, give me Jesus, give me Jesus.  

You can have all this world, but give me Jesus. 
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Scripture Readings 

(10) An excellent wife who can find? She is far more precious than jewels, (11) the heart of her 

husband trusts in her, and he will have no lack of gain.  (12) She does him good and not harm 

all the days of her life... (25) Strength and dignity are her clothing, and she laughs at the days to 

come.  (26) She opens her mouth with wisdom and the teaching of kindness is on her tongue.  

(27) She looks well to the ways of her household, and does not eat the bread of idleness.  

(28) Her children rise up and call her blessed; her husband also and he praises her; (29) “Many 

women have done excellently, but you surpass them all.”  (30) Charm is deceitful, and beauty 

is vain, but a woman who fears the Lord is to be praised.  (31) Give her the fruit of her hands, 

and let her work praise her in the gates. 

 

 
Reformation Day Altar 

(1) Let not your hearts be troubled.  Ye believe in God, believe also in Me.  (2) In My Father’s 

house there are many mansions.  If it were not so, I would have told you.  I go to prepare a 

place for you.  (3) And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you 

unto Myself that where I am there ye may be also.  (4) And wither I go ye know and the place 

ye know.”  (5) Thomas saith unto Him, ‘Lord, we know not wither Thou goest and how can we 

know the way?’  (6) Jesus said to him, “I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life; no man cometh 

unto the Father, but by me.” 
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(22) And when the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, they brought 

Him up to Jerusalem to present Him to the Lord...(24) And to offer a sacrifice according to what 

is said in the Law of the Lord.  (25) Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was 

Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the 

Holy Spirit was upon him.  (26) And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he 

would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. (27) And he came into the Spirit into 

the Temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus to do for Him according to the 

custom of the Law, (28) he took Him up in his arms, and blessed God and said: (29) ‘Lord, now 

you are letting Your servant depart in peace according to Your word; (30) For my eyes have seen 

Your salvation (31) that You have prepared in the presence of all peoples; (32) a light for 

revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to Your people, Israel.”  

 “Simeon Embracing The Christ Child”       “Good Friday Altar” 
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The Canticle – Nunc Dimittis – Luke 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Lord, Now Lettest Thou Thy Servant Depart In Peace” 
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Sermon Hymn 

In Honor of the Ministry of the Alar Guild of Our Savior Lutheran Church 

Founding President Debbie Sue Adams 1944 – 2022 
Text: Dr. Laurence White; Tune: Gustav Holst – “Thaxted” 
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The Christmas Altar 

 
Sermon 

 

There is no more poignant or powerful opportunity for the proclamation of the biblical message 

of Law and Gospel than the moments in which Christians celebrate the home-going of a loved 

one to eternal life in the mansions of heaven. A Funeral Sermon is designed to declare that 

wondrous Gospel and to set before all present here today the truth that every believer is a sinner 

saved by grace through faith alone. Salvation cannot be earned. It can only be given as a free 

gift by the God whose love for us moved Him to give His only Son to die in our place upon a 

cross to make it possible for us to live with Him forever. 

 
Obituary 
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Debbie Sue Adams 
Debra Sue (Sherrill) Adams now lives her eternal life with Christ Our Savior. She died in 

Houston, Texas surrounded by her family on December 22nd, 2022. “Debbie Sue” was born 

December 29th, 1944, the oldest child of Sam and Margaret “Sis” Sherrill. Debbie was a Houston 

native. She attended elementary school at Our Savior Lutheran School, where she met Norman 

in the first grade. She and Norman were confirmed together at Our Savior Lutheran Church. 

They attended Black Junior High, Reagan High School and Waltrip High School where Debbie 

proudly served as Praetor of the Imperial Guard drill team her senior year. She was an AAU 

competitive swimmer for the Little Oaks and Sparks swim team swimming the 200M and 400M 

medley and freestyle. Debbie spent many a Summer afternoon water skiing and sailing with her 

sister, brother, cousins, and friends in Galveston Bay at Bacliff. Debbie and Norman married in 

1964 and raised two children Tracy Lynn and Andrew Allan.  

Debbie devoted her life to her family and her church. She was a consummate cook learning the 

art of gumbo and many other savory and sweet delights from her mother and grandmother as 

well as so many of her own creations. These gifts were put to good use throughout her years 

feeding, hosting, and entertaining generations of family, friends, church, and a great host of 

strangers who enjoyed her cooking and by extension her love.   

As the beating heart of her household, she and Norman were active parents driving water ski 

boats, snow skiing, leading Girl Scout troops, hunting, surviving RV adventures, and even an 

occasional SCUBA. She never missed a sporting or performance event for her kids or her 

grandkids no matter the stakes. Her love for her children was only matched by her love for her 

grandchildren. She chose “GiGi” as her given grandma title and has spent the last 20 years 

showering them with love, making memories and giving gifts both large and small. She took 

them on family cruises across the world, baked Christmas cookies, performed “life saving” 

sewing repairs for cherished “lovies,” and everything in between. Their wishes were her 

commands.     
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Debbie Sue built her life around Our Savior Lutheran Church serving as founding President of 

the Altar Guild since 1981. No detail was too small to miss her attention and she was at the center 

of activity every year hanging the garlands and decorating the church for Christmas, even 

overseeing the delivery of the poinsettias this past week before Christmas. It is fitting she is 

being laid to rest when the Sanctuary is at its most beautiful celebrating the birth of the Lord 

who now hosts her in heaven. She was the driving force behind the annual Mother-Daughter 

banquet, an OSL tradition she started 30 years ago. She worked tirelessly in the kitchen at each 

banquet with her volunteer crew to make sure every meal was served with love. Norman and 

Debbie hosted OSL youth groups at Lake Travis for many years and Debbie was a constant in 

the kitchen at VBS and countless church events. Debbie served as a church secretary for more 

than two decades. Her hard work, dedication, and love have touched the lives of at least four 

generations of OSL members. Debbie was worth far more than rubies to her church family.    

In 1996, Debbie was a founding member of the Imperial Guard Alumnae. The group was formed 

to support and raise money for various women’s shelters in Houston and has raised more than 

$300,000 and given 225 scholarships for students. In 2004, an Imperial Guard Alumnae 

scholarship was named in her honor. 

Debbie is preceded in death by her father and mother Sam and Sis Sherrill. She is survived by 

her “first husband” Norman, her daughter Tracy and husband Mark Dacus, her son Andrew and 

wife Amy Adams and their children, “GiGi’s” grandchildren, Isabella Adams, Benjamin Adams, 

Samuel Adams, and Livia Adams, her sister Wendy and husband Dale Carter, brother Bill and 

wife Pat Sherrill, her cousins, nieces, nephews and a host of church family, and friends.  

All of them arise with her children and her husband to call her blessed. Many women do noble 

things, Debbie, you surpassed them all. Thank you. Rest in Peace.  
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The Hymn 
By Julia Ward Howe 
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The Prayers 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

The Benediction 
 

 
“Carried To Heaven On The Wings Of Angels” – Carl Gotherz 
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Closing Hymn 
Text: Herbert F. Brokering; Tune: Carl F. Schalk – “Thine”; LSB #680 © 2006 CPH 

 

 

 

 

 
 

© 1983 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011008. 



16 

 
 

Soli Deo Gloria! 
 

+ + + 
 

 
Donations in lieu of flowers may be made to the  

Altar Guild  
at Our Savior Lutheran Church. 
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