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COVER ILLUSTRATION – “I Am The First And the Last” by Dr. Rudolf Schäfer presents the 

awesome vision of our Lord Jesus as He revealed himself to the apostle John in the opening 

scene of the Book of Revelation. There Christ was standing amid the seven golden lamps which 

signified the church. Schäfer captures the essence of the vision as Christ upon the cross, 

shedding His precious blood to win forgiveness for the sins of mankind, dominates the entire 

image. Our Lord’s humble entrance into this world as the Babe of Bethlehem is shown in the left 

foreground. A joyful choir of angels proclaims the Christmas gospel above the stable and a 

gleaming star announces the Savior’s birth. In the right foreground stands the empty tomb with 

its resplendent guardian angel so that all might know that Jesus has conquered death for us. The 

beautiful life promise of the rainbow extends from the cross to the open door of the tomb. The 

risen Lord walks in the nearby garden behind the tomb awaiting the arrival of the women. The 

angels ascending from the empty tomb are carrying home the life harvest of God’s people. Over 

all is the extended hand of God the Father surrounded by the countless hosts of heaven, prophets 

and apostles, faithful men and women of God (including Martin Luther), those who have already 

received their share of God’s gracious gift of eternal life. Schäfer painted this masterpiece for 

the altar of the village church in Oberjesigen, Germany. 
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T fxÜä|vx Éy g{tÇ~áz|ä|Çz 
VxÄxuÜtà|Çz ZÉwËá Z|yà Éy XàxÜÇtÄ _|yx YÉÜ 

 

 
 

 

`tÜä|Ç XwãtÜw bààxÜ  
TÑÜ|Ä FC? DLHE „ bvàÉuxÜ E? ECEE 

 
The death of a Christian has been transformed from tragedy into victory by the death and resurrection of Jesus 

Christ. At the moment of physical death the soul of the believer is safe at home in heaven with their Lord. 

Therefore, it is fitting and proper that those who remain - for a time - here on earth, would gather to celebrate 

God’s gift of life and savor the memories of blessings received through our beloved who now lives with Christ 

in heaven. We affirm the faith in which they lived and through which they have been given eternal life in the 

sanctuary where they received the forgiveness of sins in Word and sacrament. “Praise be to the God and Father 

of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of Compassion and the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our 

troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves have received from God.”  

(2 Corinthians 1:3-4) 
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bÑxÇ|Çz [çÅÇ 
Great Is Thy Faithfulness 

Text: Thomas O. Chisholm; Tune: William M. Runyan – “Faithfulness”; LSB #809 © 2006 CPH 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
© 1923, renewed 1951 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011008. 
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bÑxÇ|Çz cÜtçxÜá 
 

 

fvÜ|ÑàâÜx extw|Çzá 
Psalm 23 

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 

He makes me lie down in green pastures. 

He leads me beside still waters. 

He restores my soul. 

He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. 

Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 

I will fear no evil, for you are with me; 

your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 

you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 

and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 
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St. John 10:14-18, 27-29 
[14] “I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me— [15] just as the Father 

knows me and I know the Father—and I lay down my life for the sheep. [16] I have other sheep 

that are not of this sheep pen. I must bring them also. They too will listen to my voice, and there 

shall be one flock and one shepherd. [17] The reason my Father loves me is that I lay down my 

life—only to take it up again. [18] No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. 

I have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again. This command I received from 

my Father.” [27] “My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. [28] I give 

them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one will snatch them out of my hand. [29] My 

Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my Father’s 

hand.” 
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[çÅÇ 
How Great Thou Art 

Text: Carl Gustaf Boberg; Tune: Swedish – “O Store Gud”; LSB #801 © 2006 CPH 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

© 1953, renewed 1981 Manna Music. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011008. 
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St. John 11:17–27 
[17] On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days. 

[18] Now Bethany was less than two miles from Jerusalem, [19] and many Jews had come to 

Martha and Mary to comfort them in the loss of their brother. [20] When Martha heard that Jesus 

was coming, she went out to meet him, but Mary stayed at home. [21] “Lord,” Martha said to 

Jesus, “if you had been here, my brother would not have died. [22] But I know that even now 

God will give you whatever you ask.” [23] Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 

[24] Martha answered, “I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.” [25] Jesus 

said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even though 

they die; [26] and whoever lives by believing in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 

[27] “Yes, Lord,” she replied, “I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, who is to 

come into the world.” 
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fxÜÅÉÇ [çÅÇ 
The Old Rugged Cross 

By George Bennard 

 
 

fxÜÅÉÇ 
Romans 8:38-39 

For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor 

the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able 

to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
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bu|àâtÜç 

 
cÜtçxÜá 

 

 
 

g{x _ÉÜwËá cÜtçxÜ 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 
UxÇxw|và|ÉÇ 
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VÄÉá|Çz [çÅÇ 
Thine the Amen, Thine the Praise 
Text: Herbert F. Brokering; Tune: Carl F. Schalk – “Thine”; LSB #680 © 2006 CPH 

 

 

 

 

 
 

© 1983 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011008. 
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Marvin Edward Otter 
April 30, 1952 – October 2, 2022 

 

Edward was baptized in the Lutheran faith as an infant, 

confirmed at St. Matthew Lutheran Church, attending 

both school and church there in his youth and with his 

own family. In the year 2000, his family’s church 

membership was transferred to Our Savior Lutheran 

Church in Houston.  

After graduation from Aldine High School where he 

was a proud member of FFA, Edward served in the US 

Army during the Vietnam War. When he returned 

home, he married Kathy Theiss at St. Matthew where 

she also was a long-time member and student. They 

were blessed with a son, James, called home to the Lord as an infant, and two daughters, Tina 

and Katie, whom Edward loved watching participate in dance and FFA activities over the years. 

Later in life, Grandad was very proud of his grandchildren, and always looked forward to 

Kaylee’s dance performances, FFA functions, and Blake’s sports and hunting.  

Our loved one, Edward Otter, was called home to be with the Lord in the early hours of October 

2, 2022 at the age of 70 after a year of battling lymphoma and cancer. We rejoice in knowing 

that Edward is in the presence of his Lord, free from the pain and frustration of illness. He will 

be remembered as a very hard worker, eager to help friends in need, steadfast in his strong will 

and determination. He loved his family, valued his friendships deeply, enjoyed being outdoors 

and volunteering with FFA functions, and listening to country music.  

Edward was preceded in death by his and Kathy’s infant son James Richard, his parents M.A. 

and Lenora Otter, his sister and brother-in law Marian and Ronnie Watkins, brother and sister-

in-law Paul and Cyndie Otter, his nephew Jason Watkins, and his Godparents Doug and Rowena 

Poole.  

Left behind to share his memory are his wife Kathy, daughters Tina Otter and Katie Farr, 

grandchildren Kaylee Hill and Blake Farr, and a host of beloved nieces, nephews, cousins, and 

friends.  

A memorial service will be held at 11:00 am on Friday, October 14, at Our Savior Lutheran 

Church, 5000 W. Tidwell in Houston, Texas. Dr. Laurence L. White, Senior Pastor of OSL will 

officiate. Lunch and refreshments will be served after the service, downstairs in the Bible Class 

room. 

In lieu of flowers, a memorial fund has been set up in The Otter Family’s name, benefitting Our 

Savior Lutheran Church Benevolent Fund. Make payment to OSL Church, placing ‘Otter Family 

Memorial’ in the Memo.  

In My Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, would I have told you. I go to prepare 

a place for you. John 14:2 NKJV 


