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COVER ILLUSTRATION – “I Am The First And the Last” by Dr. Rudolf Schäfer presents the 

awesome vision of our Lord Jesus as He revealed himself to the apostle John in the opening 

scene of the Book of Revelation. There Christ was standing amid the seven golden lamps which 

signified the church. Schäfer captures the essence of the vision as Christ upon the cross, 

shedding His precious blood to win forgiveness for the sins of mankind, dominates the entire 

image. Our Lord’s humble entrance into this world as the Babe of Bethlehem is shown in the left 

foreground. A joyful choir of angels proclaims the Christmas gospel above the stable and a 

gleaming star announces the Savior’s birth. In the right foreground stands the empty tomb with 

its resplendent guardian angel so that all might know that Jesus has conquered death for us. The 

beautiful life promise of the rainbow extends from the cross to the open door of the tomb. The 

risen Lord walks in the nearby garden behind the tomb awaiting the arrival of the women. The 

angels ascending from the empty tomb are carrying home the life harvest of God’s people. Over 

all is the extended hand of God the Father surrounded by the countless hosts of heaven, prophets 

and apostles, faithful men and women of God (including Martin Luther), those who have already 

received their share of God’s gracious gift of eternal life. Schäfer painted this masterpiece for 

the altar of the village church in Oberjesigen, Germany. 
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T fxÜä|vx Éy g{tÇ~áz|ä|Çz 
VxÄxuÜtà|Çz ZÉwËá Z|yà Éy XàxÜÇtÄ _|yx YÉÜ 

 

 
 

 

ZÄtwçá \ÜxÇx ]tÇ|áv{ YtÜÄxç  
YxuÜâtÜç DC? DLGL „ fxÑàxÅuxÜ DD? ECEE 

 
The death of a Christian has been transformed from tragedy into victory by the death and resurrection of Jesus 

Christ. At the moment of physical death the soul of the believer is safe at home in heaven with their Lord. 

Therefore, it is fitting and proper that those who remain - for a time - here on earth, would gather to celebrate 

God’s gift of life and savor the memories of blessings received through our beloved who now lives with Christ 

in heaven. We affirm the faith in which they lived and through which they have been given eternal life in the 

sanctuary where they received the forgiveness of sins in Word and sacrament. “Praise be to the God and Father 

of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of Compassion and the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our 

troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves have received from God.”  

(2 Corinthians 1:3-4) 
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bÑxÇ|Çz [çÅÇ 
What a Friend We Have in Jesus 

Text: Joseph M. Scriven; Tune: Charles C. Converse – “Converse”; LSB #770 © 2006 CPH 

 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 
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fvÜ|ÑàâÜx extw|Çzá 
Psalm 23 

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 

He makes me lie down in green pastures. 

He leads me beside still waters. 

He restores my soul. 

He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. 

Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 

I will fear no evil, for you are with me; 

your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 

you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 

and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 

 



6 

 

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18  
[13] But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are asleep, that you 

may not grieve as others do who have no hope. [14] For since we believe that Jesus died and 

rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have fallen asleep. 

[15] For this we declare to you by a word from the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until 

the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep. [16] For the Lord himself 

will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the 

sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. [17] Then we who are alive, 

who are left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and 

so we will always be with the Lord. [18] Therefore encourage one another with these words. 
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St. John 14:1–6 
[1] [Jesus said:] “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. [2] In my 

Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a 

place for you? [3] And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you 

to myself, that where I am you may be also. [4] And you know the way to where I am going.” 

[5] Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the 

way?” [6] Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the 

Father except through me. 

 
fxÜÅÉÇ [çÅÇ 
Jesus Loves Me 

 By Anna B. Warner 
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fxÜÅÉÇ 
There is no more poignant or powerful opportunity for the proclamation of the Biblical message of Law and 

Gospel than the moments in which Christians celebrate the home-going of a loved one to eternal life in the 

mansions of heaven. The funeral sermon is designed to declare that wondrous Gospel and to set before all 

present this day the truth that every believer is a sinner saved by grace alone. Salvation cannot be earned. It can 

only be given as a free gift by the God whose love for us moved Him to give His only Son to die in our place 

upon the cross so that we might live with Him forever. 

 
 

bu|àâtÜç 

 
Gladys Farley 

Gladys Irene Janisch Farley, age 73 of Houston, Texas, went home to be with Jesus on Sunday, 

September 11, 2022. Gladys was born February 10, 1949, in Houston, to Arthur and Bessie 

(Kreger) Janisch. She spent her entire working life in the banking industry.  

Gladys loved her church and church family at Our Savior Lutheran, dedicating many years to 

teaching Sunday School. She was a lifelong Lutheran and made sure her daughter and 

grandchildren were raised in the church as well. Her grandchildren were what kept her moving 

and shaking in her later years. She loved watching them compete in sports and act on stage. 

Gladys is preceded in death by her parents Arthur and Bessie, her brother Fred, and her husband 

Chester. Gladys is survived by her daughter Cristina, grandchildren Isabella and Justice, sister 

and brother-in-law Mary and Larry Hooker, nieces, nephews and numerous cousins.  

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to Our Savior Lutheran School. Thank you.  
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cÜtçxÜá 

 

 
 

g{x _ÉÜwËá cÜtçxÜ 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 
UxÇxw|và|ÉÇ 
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VÄÉá|Çz [çÅÇ 
Great Is Thy Faithfulness 

Text: Thomas O. Chisholm; Tune: William M. Runyan – “Faithfulness”; LSB #809 © 2006 CPH 
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