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Order of Compline 
Fourth Wednesday of Lent 

+ + + 
 

 

In Nomine Jesu 
 

Music for Meditation & Prayer 
 
 

(Kneel/Stand) 

Opening Versicles 

 

L The Lord Almighty grant us a quiet night and peace at the last. 
C Amen. 
L It is good to give thanks to the Lord, 
C to sing praises to Your name, O Most High; 
L to herald Your love in the morning, 
C Your truth at the close of the day. 
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Exhortation 
 

L Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  
 

Silence for self-examination. 
 

Confession of Sins 
 

L Holy and gracious God, 
C I confess that I have sinned against You this day. Some of my sin I know—the thoughts 

and words and deeds of which I am ashamed—but some is known only to You. In the 
name of Jesus Christ I ask forgiveness. Deliver and restore me that I may rest in peace. 

L By the mercy of God we are redeemed by Jesus Christ, and in Him we are forgiven. We rest 
now in His peace and rise in the morning to serve Him. 

C Amen.  
 

(Stand) 

Psalmody 
Psalm 91:1-2, 5, 9-11 

(Intoned by Laetare with Congregation on Gloria Patri) 
 
He who dwells in the shelter of the | Most High* 

will abide in the shadow of the Al- | mighty. 
I will say to the LORD, “My refuge and my | fortress,* 

my God, in | whom I trust.” 
You will not fear the terror | of the night,* 

nor the arrow that | flies by day, 
Because you have made the LORD your | dwelling place—* 

the Most High, who is my | refuge— 
no evil shall be allowed to be- | fall you,* 

no plague come | near your tent. 
For he will command his angels con- | cerning you* 

to guard you in | all your ways. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
He who dwells in the shelter of the | Most High* 

will abide in the shadow of the Al- | mighty. 
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(Be Seated) 

Office Hymn 

Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed 
Text: Isaac Watts; Tune: Hugh Wilson – “Martyrdom”; LSB #437 © 2006 CPH 

 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 
 
 

 
 

Passion History 3 
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Sermon Hymn 

O Dearest Jesus, What Law Hast Thou Broken 
Text: Johann Heermann; Tune: Johann Crüger – “Herzliebster Jesu”; LSB #439 sts. 1–5, 15 © 2006 CPH 

 

 

 

 
 
15 And when, dear Lord, before Thy throne in heaven 

To me the crown of joy at last is given, 
Where sweetest hymns Thy saints forever raise Thee, 
I, too, shall praise Thee. 

 
Public domain 
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(Stand for the reading of the text) 
Sermon 

“Light in the Darkness” 
Text: John 8:12-18 

[12] Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not 
walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” [13] So the Pharisees said to him, “You are 
bearing witness about yourself; your testimony is not true.” [14] Jesus answered, “Even if I do 
bear witness about myself, my testimony is true, for I know where I came from and where I am 
going, but you do not know where I come from or where I am going. [15] You judge according to 
the flesh; I judge no one. [16] Yet even if I do judge, my judgment is true, for it is not I alone who 
judge, but I and the Father who sent me. [17] In your Law it is written that the testimony of two 
men is true. [18] I am the one who bears witness about myself, and the Father who sent me bears 
witness about me.” 
 

 
 

(Stand)  

Votum 
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(Be Seated) 

Ministry of Music 
Why Do They Mock You, Lord? 
By Ruth Elaine Schram; © 1992 Alfred Publishing Co., Inc. 

Laudate Choir 
Why do they mock you, Jesus? Why do they mock you, Lord? 

Why do they crown you, crown you, crown your head with thorns? 
Surely they remember all of the good you’ve done.  

Someday they’ll know as we know, they’ll know you are God’s Son. 
How could they forget the time you touched the blind man, giving him his sight? 

How could they forget the day you healed the lame man; then he stood and walked away? 
Why do they mock you, Jesus? Why do they mock you, Lord? 

Why do they crown you, crown you, crown your head with thorns? 
How could they forget the leper who was cleansed by tender, loving hands?  

How could they forget you healed the sick, you raised the dead with a word, with a single word? 
Why do they mock you, Jesus? Why do they mock you, Lord?  

Why do they crown you, crown you, crown your head with thorns? 
Surely they remember all of the good you’ve done.  

Someday they’ll know as we know, they’ll know you are God’s Son. 
Someday they’ll know as we know, they’ll know you are God’s Son. 

 

 
 

(Stand)  

Prayer 

L Hear my prayer, O Lord; 
C listen to my cry. 
L Keep me as the apple of Your eye; 
C hide me in the shadow of Your wings. 
L In righteousness I shall see You; 
C when I awake Your presence will give me joy. 
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Collects 

 

L Be present, merciful God, and protect us through the hours of this night, so that we who are 
wearied by the changes and chances of life may find our rest in You; through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
L Abide with us, Lord, for it is toward evening and the day is far spent. Abide with us and 

with Your whole Church. Abide with us at the end of the day, at the end of our lives, and at 
the end of our world. Abide with us with Your grace and goodness, with Your holy Word 
and blessed Sacraments, with Your strength and blessing. Abide with us when the night of 
affliction and temptation comes upon us, the night of fear and despair, the night when death 
draws near. Abide with us and with all the faithful, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
L Eternal God, the hours of both day and night are Yours, and to You the deepest darkness 

poses no threat. Be present, we pray, with those who must labor through the hours of the 
night, particularly those who stand guard over our safety and defend our freedom. Grant to 
each of them vigilance and courage and may Your holy angels watch over those who watch 
over us that they may return to their homes and their homeland in safety. 

C Amen. 
 
C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that you have 

graciously kept me through this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all of my sins 
where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me through this night. For into Your 
hands I commend myself, my body and soul and all things. Let Your holy angel be with 
me that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen. 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

L Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 
and ever. Amen. 
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Nunc Dimittis 
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Benediction 
 

P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless us and 
keep us. 

C Amen. 
 
 

Closing Hymn 
What Wondrous Love Is This 

Tune: “Wondrous Love”; LSB #543 © 2006 CPH 

 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 
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Chimes & Silent Prayer 
 

(Please remain standing while the acolytes extinguish the altar candles) 
 

(The offering will be gathered at the door) 
 
 
 

 
 

+ + + 
 

Soli Deo Gloria! 
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