
2021-22 Graduation 

Exercise – Update!  
JEM Lutheran Seminary, West Africa 

The graduation and placement ceremony for the 
2021-2022 academic year was performed June 18, 
2022. The exercise increased the workforce of the 
LCN “ministerium,” expanding the confessional 
Lutheran capacity for manifesting and propagating 
of the Gospel to West Africa. 

Twenty-three men were admitted in 2020 into the 
two-year Evangelist Program. This is the lowest number of in-takes since I have been here at the JEM Lutheran 
Seminary. We could not admit more because of our limited resources for their training. As a result, only the 
Evangelist class who were planning to graduate in 2022 were offered admission. There have been no pastoral 
admissions since 2020. Remarkably, this year’s graduation ceremony was a special one: the sending out of those who 
had entered the seminary during COVID-19. The graduates were admitted into the seminary and commenced their 
classes when the COVID-19 wave was still blowing very hard. The joy is this: not one contacted the virus! Thankfully, 
they were all sound and healthy, reaping the fruits of their resilience and tenacity, on June 18, 2022 (the day of 
graduation and placement ceremony). The men were taught, reshaped, and equipped to serve as confessional 
missionaries of LCN. It is a blessing God gave to His church. 

JEM Lutheran Seminary remains undaunted in its teaching of the pure/unadulterated Word of God and in the right 
administration of the Sacraments in accordance with the Holy Scriptures and the Confessions of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church. 

In line with the vision and mission statement of LCN, the seminarians were coached on the strategies and the various 
ways of remaining confessional, as they embark on mission outreach, church planting, and evangelism aimed at 
opening new preaching stations to be inducted as chartered congregations within three years. These men are also to 
revive existing congregations that are dormant.  

Dearly beloved supporters/sponsors, I am delighted to give you update on some of the activities here at JEM Lutheran 
Seminary, beginning with brief details of the awards during the graduation ceremony. The number of awards 
presented to students at the graduation increased. Last year, 2021, we had three new awards. One was in memory of 
the Sainted Rev’d (Dr) Kurt E. Marquart. This “St. Polycarp ‘Most Courageous Award’” was given to two pastoral 
candidates: ages 71 and 68. This year, there were two new awards. First, the best Hebrew language student. The 
second new award was again in memory of the Sainted Rev’d (Dr) Kurt E. Marquart. This was for the “Most 
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Encouraging Student(s),” sponsored by St. Barnabas West Africa Mission Society. This was awarded to the three 
Evangelist students who converted from Islam seven years ago. The total number of awards for graduating students 
in the seminary now stands at thirteen. Each award has a minimum cash remuneration of [the equivalent of] $100.00, 
as well as other gifts for each recipient.  

-- Vicarage program was set for the Pastoral Three 
class. It runs from September 1, 2022, until June 30, 
2023. Each vicar will have at least two supervisions to 
be carried out by the JEM Lutheran Seminary Dean of 
Worship and Spiritual life, and some other members 
of the faculty. 

-- His Grace, the Most Rev’d (Dr) Christian O. Ekong, 
Arch-Bishop and President of LCN, is yet again in the 
process of upgrading facilities in the seminary. This 
has included, very importantly, the new classrooms, 
library, staff offices, toilet facilities, renovation of the 
Rector’s office, renovation of my residential quarter in 
the Seminary, with solar panels, security cameras, 
WiFi/internet facilities, to mention but a few. 

A very special thanks to the friend of the Arch-Bishop, Mr Randy Kirk, of Wisconsin, USA, for providing the 
electronic equipment for use in the seminary compound, my residence, etc. Mr Kirk was physically present to 
supervise the installations of this equipment. May I use this medium to thank you my very compassionate sponsors 
for your sacrifice of love. You have contributed in no small measure to enhance the successful training of 
seminarians, in particular the 2021/2022 graduates and for your continued support for my mission work in Africa. 
Thank you profoundly from the bottom of my heart. May the triune Lord replenish you and keep you healthy. Amen. 

SNIPPET(S):  

 Summer school in-session, to end August 31st, 2022.  
 2021-2022 Pastoral Three students’ vicarage ends July 31st, 2022. 

PRAYER REQUESTS: 

 Prayer for journey mercies for the returning year four (final year) students after vicarage. 

 Pray for the safety of the domestic missionaries, in particular, the new missionaries in Muslim-dominated 
areas of West Africa. 

Now may the God of Peace who brought again 
from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the Great 
Shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the 
eternal covenant, … continue to equip you with 
everything good as you embark on this journey 
of equipping the church-at-large with trained 
confessional Lutheran pastors and missionaries, 
working primarily in West Africa, which is 
pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, to 
whom be glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Sincerely-in-Christ, 
The Rev’d Fr. Prof. Wokoma 

1 Tim. 1:15. 


