
Good morning! I hope that you are all ready for football season! For Bulldog fans 

such as I, we will be reveling in the past victories and the recent National 

Championship Victory. I believe that this year’s team is locked and loaded just like 

last year’s team. I think that it is so obvious who will be playing in the national 

championship. I would like to propose that we should skip the regular season and 

the SEC Championship, bypass the playoff, and have an automatic bye, going 

straight to the National Championship Game. We should only play the last two 

minutes of the game and we have the ball. The trophy should already have our 

name inscribed on it. To be honest, I think that we should just go ahead and plan for 

next season! As fun as that sounds, to be honest I know that I would miss the 

experience of the season. The highs and the lows, the amazing plays, and the not so 

amazing plays. Without the season, the last two minutes might actually be 

disastrous.  

We live in a society and culture that demands immediate results and requires 

decisions to be made on site. The demands bring expectations that are far too high 

to meet. Decisions that impact future generations cannot be made in an instant. 

This is where we find ourselves as a congregation.  

Over the past year our leadership has been closely watching the state of the United 

Methodist Church and the implications to our congregation. This has not been an 

easy task. The truth is, that the climate is constantly changing. New information is 

released almost daily. Social Media is flooded with posts and opinions. The entire 

landscape resembles our current political landscape. Misinformation runs ramped. 

The task of filtering the truth and gossip is monumental. In an effort to keep you 

informed we have created a website that is also available on your app. Please take 

time to visit the website and app so that you can stay informed.  

As a part of keeping you informed, we will hold a State of the UMC Listening 

Session. This will be your opportunity to voice your opinion and ask questions of our 

Transition Leadership Team. This will be held Sunday, September 25th at 4:30 in the 

sanctuary.  

The Bishop has also invited everyone to meet with him on Sunday September 18th 

at Tifton UMC from 4-6 p.m. We will be taking the church van and if you are 

interested in attending, please call the church office.  

Please understand that while we would all like to skip to the outcome we desire, we 

must go through this season. The implications of the decisions our congregation will 

make are not for the current generation but the generations to come.  

Red and Black, 

Nate 
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Always room in God’s kingdom 

Jesus told a parable about a man who invited his 

friends and neighbors to a banquet, but they declined. 

So, he told his servants to go find anyone who was 

hungry or lonely or in need. Still there was room. “Go 

out to the roads and country lanes and compel them to 

come in,” the host said, “so that my house will be full” 

(Luke 14:23, NIV). 

In Searching for Sunday, Rachel Held Evans retells this 

story and writes: “This is what God’s kingdom is like: a 

bunch of outcasts and oddballs gathered at a table, not 

because they are rich or worthy or good, but because 

they are hungry, because they said yes. And there’s 

always room for more.” 

We’re all “outcasts and oddballs” in one way or 

another! May we know that God warmly invites us to 

his banquet — for no reason but that we’re hungry. 

 

Ever outward 

Poet Rainer Maria Rilke said, “I live my 

life in widening circles that reach out 

across the world.” Indeed, we all do. As 

newborns, we focus only on ourselves. 

But as we grow, little by little we learn 

that the people and things around us are 

separate from us. Soon we can attend to 

others’ actions, needs and feelings. Like 

ripples from a stone dropped in water, 

our circles of care widen from family 

(biological or otherwise) to friends 

(playmates, classmates, colleagues), 

church family, community, country and 

finally even people across the globe. 

The ministries of Jesus and his disciples 

also were widening circles: first “to the 

lost sheep of Israel” (Matthew 10:6; 15:24, 

NIV) but soon to “all nations” (Matthew 

28:19). Early church leaders took the 

gospel message ever outward, as Jesus 

had directed them: first to Jerusalem, 

then Judea and Samaria, and finally even 

“to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8, NIV). 

As our faith matures, our impact spreads 

outward too. Some people move 

geographically farther from home, while 

others use prayer, communication, and 

technology to widen their reach of 

spiritual, emotional, and financial 

support. How exciting that God’s love 

encircles us all and that we can share it 

far and wide! 

—Heidi Hyland Mann 

 



 A message from Kimberly 
Children and Youth  
What an exciting time it is in the life of the Church, 
our kids are back in school, our Sunday mornings and 
Wednesday nights are filled with families again. God 
is good, y’all! We’ve got some awesome things 
planned for this coming month, our little ones are 
learning that God always loves us and gives each of 
us a special purpose! Although we don’t always live 
out that purpose and sometimes we get so focused 
on ourselves that we forget about our ultimate 
purpose here on earth. But God always loves us, and 
He sent His Son, Jesus, to show us what perfect love, 
grace, and forgiveness look like!  
The youth are starting a brand-new series called 
‘Master Design’ in Sunday school where we’re 
exploring the idea that God designed us to have a 
relationship with Him. Sunday nights are back in 
action and we're also starting a new series called 
“Direct Message” where we’re talking about prayer 
and how praying is like a ‘direct message’ between 
God and us and we'll be exploring Psalms!  
If you’ve got a 6th-12th grade student, make sure 
and mark your calendars because the Encounter 
Youth Retreat at Epworth is less than 3 months away 
and we are so excited! We’ll be sending out more 
information the next several weeks, but the retreat 
will be hosted November 18th-20th! We had an 
awesome group go last year and we can’t wait to see 
what God has planned for our kids this year!  
 

 

   

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHOIR NOTES FOR INQUIRING FOLKS 
MMH 101  

Let’s think about a little Methodist Music History! Most anyone 

will tell you that when we think of the history of Methodist 

music, the name Charles Wesley will come up. Born in 1707 and 

died in 1788, he was considered the hymnwriter of the ages. He 

wrote more than 7,000 hymns. His themes cover almost every 

expression of Christian doctrine and experience. He became 

known as “the sweet singer of Methodism.” Many say that John 

Wesley was Methodism’s head and Charles Wesley was its 

heart. While John Wesley’s sermons are museum pieces now, 

Charles Wesley’s hymns are still alive and well! Charles Wesley’s 

hymns continue to be sung today more than any other 

hymnwriter in history. The first line of his first hymn was: 

“Where shall my wondering soul begin?” Three days later, John 

had his “heart-warming” experience at Aldersgate.  

 The brothers began traveling all over England 

proclaiming the good news of salvation by faith alone. Charles 

married a girl named Sarah of Garth, Wales. They had eight 

children, three of whom survived. Charles’ grandson, Samuel 

wrote the tune, “Aurelia” to which we sing, “The Church’s One 

Foundation.” 

 Some of his best loved hymns include: “O For a 

Thousand Tongues to Sing;” “Christ the Lord is Risen Today,” 

“Hark, the Herald Angels sing” and so many more. There are 

fifty-one in our current Methodist hymnal. If you are interested 

in more about Wesley, check out the book “The Hymnwriters-

Our Unknown Friends.”  

NOW…. Just a few quick reminders. On September 11, we are 

having open house for our choir and simple worship team. This 

is designed for anyone who has always wanted to be a part of a 

music group, but a little afraid of jumping in. Stop by the 

fellowship hall and visit with us, tell us your thoughts, sip some 

punch, and socialize. (I need someone to volunteer to make 

some punch) Call the church office, Maria, or me). This is not 

only for singers, if you play an instrument…… 

Christmas is not far, so add the 18th of December to your 

calendar for our Cantata. The cantata will begin at 6:30 P.M. 

Details to follow.  

Let’s stay connected through Christ! Gene  

 

 



01-Gene Drake, Jr 

01-Cindy Lewis 

01-Courtney Butler 

03-Mike Pumphrey 

03-Mark Carr 

04-Joanna Spooner 

06-Sarah Hampton 

06-Peggy Downing 

06-Nate Lehman 

07-Kelly Earnest 

07-Mary T. Hartzog 

07-Brett Guterman 

07-Hank Pumphrey 

08-Mary C. Hartzog 

09-Patti Cutchens 

10-Victoria Kennedy 

11-Jill Miley 

11-Sutton Smith 

13-Larry Shoemaker 

13-Blair Thompson 

 

 

13-Lenten Jernigan 

13-Carol Williams 

15-Heidi Cox 

17-Dell Shingler 

17-Mindy Shattles 

18-Joey Harvey 

19-Cannon Lehman 

20-Teresa Pumphrey 

21-Karen Rogerson 

24-Chip Stewart 

24-Buzz Guterman 

24-Jimmy Dennis 

24-Kelsea Wilbur 

25-Pam Bridges 

25-Molly Thomas 

26-Steffey Vines 

26-Suzette Hartzog 

26-Camille Davis 

29-Randy King 

30-Savannah Downing 

 

Keeping It Simple 

“Whatever my lot, Thou has taught me to say, it is well, 

it is well with my soul.” 

“Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, Thine own 

dear presence to cheer and to guide, 

Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 

blessings all mine with ten thousand beside.” 

“Rock of Ages, cleft for me, let me hide myself in Thee.” 

We all recognize these songs by only one line of lyrics 

from each. These well-loved hymns have stood the test 

of time and will for many years to come. Yet, unlike 

many of today’s music artists, these writers wrote the 

hymns with no thought of how famous they would 

become; these weren’t just songs churned out by the 

Christian music industry to write the latest hit song, but 

rather, were written in the midst of very trying 

circumstances. The hymn writers did not compose the 

songs because of perfect lives, but rather in spite of very 

difficult times they walked through. 

This serves as a reminder that especially in our hardest 

times, we should sing! It has been said that praise is the 

language of faith. In other words, it takes a lot more 

faith to praise God when things aren’t always ideal than 

when all the circumstances seem to be just right. We 

can confidently lift our voices to Him in praise and 

thanks, because we know He is on our side, and He is 

working all things together for our good! We can trust 

God even when we can’t see all the answers to prayers 

yet. In the words of another beautiful hymn, 

“Tis so sweet to trust in Jesus, just to take Him at His 

Word,  

Just to rest upon His promise, just to know “Thus saith 

the Lord!” 

Jesus, Jesus, how I trust Him! How I’ve proved Him o’er 

and o’er!  

Jesus, Jesus, precious Jesus! Oh, for grace to trust Him 

more!” 

         Maria 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bill and Dona Burke          September 3, 1977 

Ronnie and Susan Burke        September 6, 1980 

Dustin and Brittany Bowen         September 10, 2016 

Royce and Sheryl Cannington     September 12, 1970 

Jeremy and Maribeth Burke        September 16, 2000 

Chane and Rhonda Rathel           September 27, 2008 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday Night Menu 

Sept 7th: Baked chicken and pasta alfredo, salad, corn, 
bread, dessert, tea 
 
Sept 14th: Pork loin, potato casserole, green beans, 
rolls, dessert, tea 
 
Sept 21st: Baked potato bar, salad bar, rolls, crackers, 
dessert, tea 
 
Sept 28th: Chicken and dumplings, English peas, rolls, 
dessert, tea 
 
Menu is subject to change. Special menu 
request/ideas are always welcome! 

 
Adults-$6   Kids-$4         Take-out-$8 

 

 


