
Good morning! I hope that you have all had a great summer so far! Here it is 

July, and I hope time slows down just a bit. This month I want to ask you a 

question. What are your priorities? What would your priority list look like? Go 

ahead take a few minutes to write down your list of priorities? For some, your 

priorities may look like 1. God 2. Family 3. Friends.  

Is this list really truthful? Cell phones have a new function that will tell you how 

much time you spend looking at your screen. What if we could also see the 

hours that you spend on your priorities? What if we were to rewrite our list of 

priorities strictly based on the actual time we spend on those priorities? What 

would your list look like now?  

I have served in pastoral ministry for over 15 years, and in those years I have 

witnessed a steady decline in church attendance for those in the family years. 

The family years are those years that begin with the first child and continue 

until the final child’s graduation. I am not the only witness to this 

phenomenon. Nationwide data demonstrates that only 20 percent of all 

Americans attend worship in a given week. The average American believes that 

they are active in the church if they attend one worship service a month. What 

about you? What do you believe constitutes being active in the church?  

As a pastor I have heard the many different reasons that people do not attend 

worship and are not active. One of my favorite excuses is “I ate collards.” It is 

hard to argue with an excuse such as that. The gentleman who told me that 

excuse was joking. (He rarely missed a Sunday). We can all find excuses for not 

attending worship if we think hard enough. One of my least favorite excuses to 

hear is “I don’t like the pastor.” Believe me I have heard that one. My response 

to that excuse is “you don’t come to worship the pastor, you come to worship 

God.” Don’t ever let the pastor be an excuse for you to stop worshiping God. 

The scariest excuse that I hear is “Sunday is the only day I can spend with my 

family.”  

I believe that children shape their priorities based on their parents’ priorities. 

When the children become adults, they pass those priorities on to their 

children. If parents do not make worshipping God a priority the children will 

not either. By the way, your children may be adults, but you never stop being a 

parent.  

So here is your challenge look at your calendar, look at everything you give 

time too. Is God really a priority in your life? What priorities are you teaching 

your children? What priorities have you taught your children? 

Nate 
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Oxygen for ministry 

Flight attendants instruct airplane passengers that if 

oxygen masks are needed, we should secure our own 

before assisting someone else. Why? If we aren’t 

getting enough oxygen ourselves, we can’t help 

another person for long. 

The Holy Spirit empowers Christians for ministry — the 

work of loving and caring for our neighbors and God’s 

creation. But if we aren’t Spirit-fueled on an ongoing 

basis, we will soon lack capacity to serve. This may 

manifest as burnout, cynicism, exhaustion or even lack 

of faith. So how to ensure we’re breathing in the Spirit’s 

energy and guidance instead of poor-quality “air”? 

By taking part in corporate worship regularly, 

immersing ourselves in the Scriptures (devotional 

reading and Bible study), praying “continually” (1 

Thessalonians 5:17, NIV) and spending time with 

Christian friends and mentors. Opening ourselves to 

the Spirit in these ways allows the Breath of God to 

flow into us, which in turn empowers us to reach out to 

others in love.                      —Heidi Hyland Mann 

 

Dual citizenship 

For Christianity and democracy to work, 

both need responsible citizens. Consider 

what happens to a republic when its 

citizens won’t run for public office, won’t 

vote, won’t work for the common good, 

duck paying taxes and mistreat others. 

Now consider what happens when 

Christians won’t volunteer at the church, 

won’t give, won’t practice their faith, 

won’t love their neighbors. Both our 

country and our faith need sincere 

practitioners. Nationally, we need a 

citizenry committed to making the ideals 

of liberty the practices of life in America. 

Christianity needs followers of Jesus 

committed to making the ideals of God’s 

kingdom the practices of daily life. 

This is not an either-or situation. 

Christians everywhere are citizens of two 

countries, one on earth and one in 

eternity. The kingdom of God is not yet 

fully come, but it’s already in effect. Our 

two citizenships can neither be fully 

united nor fully separated. We cannot 

withdraw from the world and pretend we 

are somehow dwelling only in the 

kingdom of God now; nor can we simply 

embrace the world and assume earthly 

governments fulfill God’s will. Those are 

extremes, and they are unbiblical. 

—from a sermon by Stan Purdum 

 



 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

 

 

 

 

 

 A message from Kimberly 
WOW, what an awesome summer it has been 

already! Youth week 2022 was a blast and I’m 

already looking forward to youth week 2023! 

Since it’s summer in South Georgia, we’re 

continuing on with a water theme and on July 

24th, we’re having a slip and slide kickball night 

from 5:30-7:30pm. Bring a change of clothes 

and get ready for some friendly competition! 

During the month of July, we’re going to be 

starting a series on Sunday mornings called 

“Change” where we’ll be giving the youth some 

tools needed to navigate the many changes of 

early adolescence including emotions, 

independence, friendships, and decisions. 

Understanding that our God-given emotions are 

a thermometer for our hearts, but we need to 

be careful when our emotions go against God’s 

Word. We have an awesome crew in our youth 

Sunday school, but if you know a 6th-12th 

grader in search of a place to come on Sunday 

mornings, send them our way! We always start 

our mornings out with a game, a chat about 

how everyone's week has gone, an awesome 

lesson, and end with a prayer for the things 

going on in our lives and those lives close to us! 

Talk to you soon!  

 

CHOIR NOTES FOR INQUIRING FOLKS 
If I had a Sycamore Tree 

If only I had a sycamore tree 

with branches stretched low to the ground. 

Imagine the fanciful things I’d see  

Up high with a fresh look around.  

I’d see where the ocean meets the shore 

I’d gaze over daunting hill.  

I’d rule like a king or emperor.  

I wonder if I ever will.  

If anyone should come my way 

I’d lay a path of light. 

I’d show them joy in each new day  

And keep them brave at night. 

I’d be the first to greet the morning sun 

You would know the best of me.  

I’d see the good in everyone  

If I had a sycamore tree. 

Reading about the sycamore tree, I am reminded of 

Zacchaeus being a short man who wanted 

To see Jesus. He climbed up in a sycamore tree because this 

tree was a very tall.  

When I read this poem, it reminds me of our place in the 

choir. We have many responsibilities to fulfill. We set the 

tone of our service. We minister through the smiles on our 

faces. Our voices lift up the name of Jesus as we sing 

praises. We allow the holy spirit to minister through us to 

that one person who just needed encouragement, hope 

and peace. There are times when we feel that we didn’t 

sing our best, but God takes our gifts and turns them into 

something beautiful, something needed and brings hope to 

those who are listening. Are we listening to the voice of 

God when He says “sing,” when He says “love,” when he 

says, “lay a path of light to show them joy each day”? I want 

to be that person like “Miss” Jo Webb, “Miss” Agnes, “Miss” 

Lib, “Miss” Addie, Mr. Lamar……and I could certainly go on! 

Let’s keep our light shining as we look high above from our 

sycamore tree and continue to lead people to Christ.  

Thank you Choir for your dedication, this summer. 

Remember, 5th Sunday is our combined service with Simple 

worship. You will not want to miss that! It is kinda like that 

box of chocolates… You never know what you’re going to 

get! (Forrest). We can’t spell MUSIC without U. See you 

Sunday!  

Let’s stay connected.  

Gene  

 

 



 

Keeping It Simple 

One of my favorite topics is worship- what it is and how it 

is expressed. Of course, true worship is far more than just 

singing songs on a Sunday morning; it is simply loving God 

from our hearts, which in turn is reflected in our attitudes 

and actions. But what truly excited this musician was when 

I found out that God loves music and singing! It doesn’t 

take too long reading through the Psalms to see countless 

references to singing, praising, and playing on instruments.  

Two of the first life-changing scriptures for me were Psalm 

30 and Psalm 40. I was at the lowest point of my life when 

I was only 19. Much like the prodigal son, I returned home, 

and ran back to God, the ever-faithful Father who was 

waiting. He really did, as Psalm 40 states, “bring me up out 

of a horrible pit, set my feet on a rock, and put a new song 

of praise in my mouth”! I remember reading Psalm 30 one 

day and I vowed, like verse 12 says, that I would “sing 

praise to Him and not be silent- that I would give Him 

thanks forever.” After all He has done, giving Him praise 

and thanks is the natural response to His life-transforming 

love, and faithfulness!  

What is it about singing praises that is so powerful? One 

major difference that sets what we call “worship songs” 

apart from secular songs, is that when we sing these 

songs, we are essentially singing songs based on God’s 

Word- the truth- and it is the “truth that sets us free” 

(John 8:32). The more of the Word of God that we know as 

truth, the greater the levels of freedom we will begin to 

see in our lives- freedom from fear and worry, sin, 

deception, and anything that tries to hold us back. 

Think about the message in the lyrics to The Father’s 

House, for example. Failure does not define us- our 

identity is based on God! We don’t have to live in shame 

anymore. Prodigals really DO come home, the helpless 

find hope, prison doors open…strongholds can be broken, 

miracles can take place…because “when the Father’s in 

the room,” nothing is impossible with God! 

What makes those lyrics so good is that they are true-you 

can find a scriptural basis for them. That is just one song of 

many! Do you have some songs you are excited about and 

want us to sing? Maybe they are older, maybe newer! If 

there are songs that are encouraging you in your faith, let 

us know! You can use the Friendship app (simple worship), 

or call/text. Hope to see you this Sunday! 

                                           Maria 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

03-Pat Pumphrey 

03-Missy Shattles 

03-Billy Crosby 

03-Kayla Gordon 

03-Matthew Shoemaker 

04-Susan M. Burke 

07-Rose Fain 

07-Rusty Simpson 

07-Sammy Reese 

07-Will Heard 

08-Joe Moye 

09-Billy Williams 

09-Kaye Guterman 

10-Ron Arnold 

10-Donna Watt 

 

10-Abbie Earnest 

14-David Vines 

14-Wayne Kirkland 

17-Holly Drake 

22-Wes Logue 

23-Katy Shingler 

23-Brynn H. Knight 

24-Avery Shingler 

24-Landon Thompson 

26-Michelle Dennis 

27-Savanna Whitaker 

29-Josh Williams 

29-Lauren B. Glick 

30-Genta Grow 

30-Cody Bowling 

31-Joey Trice 
 

Michael and Soren Thomas                 July 4, 2001 

Joe and Mitzy Moye                              July 7, 2009 

Hank and Michelle Pumphrey             July 7, 2014 

Wayne and Pat Kirkland                     July 14, 2005 

Drew and Mandi Godwin                   July 17, 2015 

Gene and Carlene Drake                    July 19, 2014 

Van and Michelle Dennis                   July 26, 2015 

Matt and Bethany Williams               July 27, 2019 

Joey and Jean Trice                             July 30, 1977 



 


