
 

 

Winter Park Baptist Church  

Wilmington, NC 

Church Profile  

Thank you for your interest in our church.  We would like to give you some information on who we are, 

including how we started and where we are today.  We will share what we believe and how we put feet 

to those beliefs.  We look forward to seeing how God moves our church in the future.  

Faith and Doctrine 

As a congregation, we seek to know God’s truth so that we might follow His light.  We do this because 

everyone is important, no branch more than another, and only by working together can we be the 

church God desires us to be.  The objective section of our church constitution reads:   

Winter Park Baptist Church provides a place where people experience God’s life -changing love, 

mercy, and acceptance, and then together channel their resources and energies in creative ways 

to share God’s love and forgiveness with others, meet human needs, and challenge and nurture 

believers to grow in understanding of and commitment to Jesus Christ. 

 We seek to fulfill our mission by providing worship experiences, Bible study, training in 
discipleship and Church membership, giving opportunities for service to God and humanity, and 
working with fellow Christians in obedience to the Great Commission, sharing the gospel with 
our community and the whole world. 

 

Our church constitution contains the following related to our Baptist doctrine.  

Winter Park Baptist Church accepts the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments as its 

authority in all matters of faith and practice.  Each individual member is responsible before God 

to interpret the Scriptures according to the dictates of their own conscience under the Lordship 

of Christ and the leadership of the Holy Spirit.  In keeping with the historic Baptist practice of 

setting forth "articles of faith," Winter Park Baptist Church subscribes in general to "The Baptist 

Faith and Message" adopted by the Southern Baptist Convention in 1963.  It is understood that 

these articles of faith are to be used for instruction and inspiration, in keeping with the 

interpretation given in the introductory portion of the document and summarized in the 

following sentence quoted therefrom: "Such statements have never been regarded as complete, 

infallible statements of faith, nor as official creeds carrying mandatory authority." Each 

individual member is privileged and responsible to interpret this document under the Lordship of 

Christ and the leadership of the Holy Spirit. 

History    

Winter Park Baptist Church was established in 1913 as an outreach of First Baptist Church Wilmington.  

Winter Park changed its affiliation from SBC to CBF in 1992.   Through the years and changing 

circumstances our church has been led by pastors, lay-leaders, deacons, and committees.    



 
Our most recent full-time pastors were:  

Dr. Charles Allen 1977 - 1982 

Dr. Lamar Brooks 1982 - 1992  

Rev. Michael Tutterow 1994 - 2005 

Rev. Eric Porterfield 2007 - 2016 

Dr. Paul Burgess 2017 - 2021 

 

Facilities 

Winter Park Baptist is fortunate to have facilities with 80,000 square feet of space dedicated to missions 

and ministries.  “The little brown church” of 1911 grew to its current form through addition of a 

sanctuary in 1957, major add-ons in 1986, and a community center with gym and kitchen in 2002.  

     



 

Staff 
 

Clif Harris has been serving at Winter Park Baptist Church for the past 32 years.  He loves 

creativity in worship which includes using music of various styles, talents of individual 

church members and drama to deepen the worship experience.  He leads musical 

groups for children, youth, and adults in choral, instrumental, and handbell settings. 

Mike Womble has served at Winter Park Baptist Church for the past 22 years.  He is 

currently our Associate Pastor for Senior Adults and Spiritual Formation.  In addition to 

the loving care he provides our seniors, Mike seeks innovative ways to equip and 

empower our congregation to become everything God created us to be. 

Allison Lairmore has served as Associate Pastor for Children and Families at Winter Park 

Baptist Church for the past 10 years.  She is thankful for the opportunity to help boys 

and girls grow in their faith and is most excited as children learn to love and serve 

Jesus.  Allison counts every day of her ministry as a blessing from God.  

 
Dr. Wayne Wike, Interim Pastor 

Brad Kornegay, Open Door Music Assistant/Interim Youth Pastor 

Robin Donohue, Winter Park Preschool Director 

Richard Canizaro, Financial Administrator 

Billy Hobbs, Facility and Grounds Coordinator 

Missions 

Winter Park transitioned from supporting missions through SBC offerings, to supporting individual 

missionaries, such as a health professional missionary in India and a pilot for relief aid flights to the 

Caribbean islands.   

Teams from Winter Park went on weeklong mission trips to Mexico to help build more secure housing 

for people in poverty.  That focus moved to Haiti after the earthquake to assist in building homes using 

rubble.  Following one of the trips, some at Winter Park were called to launch a ministry in Haiti that 

now provides education and daily meals to more than 200 children.  For the past six years, we have 

partnered with a church in Costa Rica.  We have alternated summers between youth and adults making 

weeklong trips.  The youth help with construction projects and running a Bible camp.  The adults provide 

sewing lessons and in 2022 they did a women’s health clinic. 

For 12 years, 2 to 3 van loads of families and youth helped with a swim camp and construction projects 

for a week each summer in one of the poorest counties in Arkansas.  This was a CBF mission program.  

Winter Park also partnered with a local church in that community.  One summer, we sponsored a 

mission trip for youth from that church to come to Wilmington, staying at Winter Park and interacting 

with our youth group on local projects and recreational activities.   

One of our members became an urban missionary with a local non-profit, Vigilant Hope.  Vigilant Hope 

provides shower trailers, meals, clothes, and fellowship opportunities to Wilmington’s homeless and 

economically distressed.  Members of Winter Park have supported her work at Vigilant Hope, with a 



 
Sunday School class putting their mission focus on manning the clothes closet and providing entertaining 

activities for a couple of hours of fellowship, one Saturday per month.   

Vigilant Hope Urban missionaries talk to youth in youth worship area and youth 

group helping them with Saturday morning breakfast and shower trailer at VH.  

 

Ministries 

Our Weekday Early Education Ministry teaches children about Jesus and provides opportunities for 

families to grow their faith in God.  This ministry established in the early sixties serves children from the 

age of 12 months to 5 years.  Our ministry touches the lives of over 100 families and 15 teachers during 

the school year.  Highly qualified teachers provide beautiful classrooms rich with learning opportunities 

in literature, art, music, science, construction, and dramatic play.  Our Children and Families Pastor leads 

Chapel each week, from which biblical lessons are taught in the classroom daily.  Parents and extended 

family members are encouraged to participate in special school events, classroom activities, worship 

opportunities and volunteer projects. 

The children's ministry of Winter Park Baptist Church includes boys and girls from birth through fifth 

grade.  Building relationships of trust with each of these children and their families is the focus of our 

ministry.  Such relationships allow boys and girls to see, hear, and experience God's love.  Our ministry is 

child-focused, Bible-based, and Christ-centered.   Our teachers on Sundays and Wednesdays (as well at 

camps, on retreats, and during summer events) provide consistent and loving care to our boys and girls, 

always with the goal of helping them discover God's plan for their lives.  In our ministry to children, 

parents are encouraged to be the spiritual guides of their families and our church is there to assist 

parents in this vital role.  Children at Winter Park are active participants in worship, music, Bible study, 

and missions.  The work of the church is strengthened by the involvement of our children, and Winter 

Park is blessed through each child God has placed within our church family. 

Our youth have opportunities for recreation, local activities, regional trips, and a 

biannual overseas mission trip.  In the absence of a full-time youth pastor, parents 

have stepped in to plan and implement activities for the first year.  Activities and 

programs were maintained at the same level as before.  Our interim youth minister 

continues to bring energy and parental involvement.  

    



 
 Our music ministry includes traditional choir, contemporary praise band, handbells, and drama.   

Senior adults enjoy trips, bible studies, work projects around the church and in the community.  

As well as mixing with our youth. 

  

Keenagers and Lunch & Learn meet weekly. 

Worship and Discipleship Training 

With two services and a Sunday school hour, Sunday mornings are used for worship and Bible study.  

Winter Park started the first contemporary service in Wilmington in 1996 as our “Open Door” service to 

complement our traditional service to bring in unchurched people disillusioned with formal religion.  

Wednesday evenings are a chance for fellowship and bonding as brothers and sisters in Christ.  We have 

a diverse offering of bible study and group discussions on Wednesday evening.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Congregation 

As we began our transition process, we gathered one evening as a congregation, and each wrote three 

words describing our church.  Then we broke into groups to discuss why we chose these words.  This 

exercise produced the following word cloud and led us to the conclusions below. 

 

We see ourselves as welcoming, friendly, loving, and missional.  We desire to be spiritual, following 

biblical teaching.  We value the fellowship of a caring church family.  Currently, much of our community 

involvement is by individual church members.  While this embodies the fruit of discipleship, we can 

impact the community more by engaging our Christian brothers and sisters into this work with us.  With 

good lay leadership and a pastor who will challenge us to live out the scriptures, Winter Park has the 

potential to grow and change more lives for Christ.  

 



 

Our Numbers 
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** 2020 – 2021 Online and hybrid 

services were conducted but 

attendance was not recorded.  

 

* 2020 revenue includes $146,000 of 

PPP Covid Relief Aid. 

 



 

The Wilmington Area 

 

Wilmington, the seat of New Hanover County, is the epitome of the New South.  Although the city is the 

largest in Southeastern NC and the eighth largest in North Carolina, it retains a small-town atmosphere.  

Our inviting business climate has attracted global corporations like GE Hitachi Nuclear Energy, Corning, 

and PPD.  Other large employers are Novant Health, New Hanover County, and the public school system.  

The city boasts a charming historic district, lively arts scene, the University of North Carolina 

Wilmington, Cape Fear Community College, a major container seaport, the Battleship USS North 

Carolina and riverfront shops.  The Greater Wilmington area is blessed with many natural attributes, 

including miles of unspoiled beaches, vast pine forests, lakes, and streams. 

Our populations, as of the 2020 census, City of Wilmington 115,955 and New Hanover County 231,448.  

The racial composition is 80.7% Caucasian, 

13.2% African American, 5.7% Latino 

Descent and 0.4% Other Ethnicities. 

The median household income is $ 56,689.   

The median home value is $ 258,200. 

 

Contact and Additional Info. 

Thank you for your interest in Winter Park 

Baptist Church.   

With respect to our Pastor Search Process, you may email us at psc@winterparkbaptist.org 

We encourage you to visit our Facebook page or website at www.WinterParkBaptist.org  

 

 

 

mailto:psc@winterparkbaptist.org
http://www.winterparkbaptist.org/


 

Pastor Profile 

Winter Park Baptist Church 

Winter Park Baptist Church is searching for the pastor God is calling to lead us into our next 

chapter.  Drawing strength and peace from scriptures, prayer and worship, the pastor should 

exude honorable character and a passion to serve God with a congregation willing to serve Him 

and others.  We desire sermons and Bible studies which explain scriptures through a lens of 

Christ’s life on Earth and His desire for us to live in deeper faith and fellowship with Him.  The 

pastor’s love for Christ’s Church should show through a willingness to provide leadership in the 

care for the facilities of Winter Park Baptist and in the efficient use of her resources to advance 

God’s will for the Church.  We trust God will use the pastor to bring the congregation together 

to achieve our common goal of showing others the Love of Christ. 

There will be many one-on-one and small-group opportunities for the pastor to reveal a heart 

for our fellowship of believers.  Each of these precious opportunities should be sought out, 

cherished, and used to the fullest.  Sermons and Bible studies will be an opportunity to show 

God’s love to the entire congregation.  Sermons should be rich in Scripture with applications to 

our daily lives.  Teachings should challenge us to live more Christ-like lives and should present a 

consistent invitation to follow Christ as one’s Lord and Savior while inspiring believers to grow 

deeper in their faith.  Messages should hold attention and be conveyed effectively to 

congregants of all ages.   

Over the past 7 years Winter Park went through two visioning processes.  Each time identifying 

three to five initiatives.  There was enough congregation buy-in to sustain only one initiative 

from each.  This shows the pastor will need to use a leadership style that is more collaborative 

than authoritative.  Inspirational leadership on setting and tracking goals will be needed in all 

areas of church life, particularly missions, facilities, and finances.  

Our pastor will inspire us to do the work necessary to strengthen and regrow our congregation.  

We are currently half the size we were two years ago.  Winter Park has grown and maintained 

in the past by having strong times of fellowship and opportunities to serve the Lord together.  

We are a congregation that wants to grow but needs leadership to achieve that growth.  We 

desire a pastor who can foster creativity, so that as a group we increase our opportunities for 

fellowship, service, and full participation in the life of the church.   

In short, we seek a pastor who has gifts in preaching, teaching, leadership, and care that will 

move us forward by example and working alongside us. 

 


