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In Mark’s first chapter we read that 
Jesus was in the wilderness for forty 
days, tempted by Satan. Mark doesn’t 
go into detail. He doesn’t recount three 
temptations, as Matthew does in his 
Gospel. Mark just leaves us with the 
impression that Jesus is out there in the 
wildernesses for a very long time - and 
that during that time Satan is always 
probing Jesus’ defenses - always looking 
for a way to trip him up - always trying 
and failing, but always trying again.
	 St. Luke’s, that’s how it works 
with us too. When we wake up in the 
morning, we need to remind ourselves to 
be on guard, because Satan is persistent. 
He will be looking for ways to trip us 
up. We need to start our day with prayer 
- prayer that God will guide us through 

the day - and prayer that God will defend 
us from the land mines that Satan will be 
planting in our pathways.
E.B. White was a writer - not a preacher - 
but he said it well. He said:

“If the world were merely seductive, that 
would be easy. If it were merely challenging, 
that would be no problem. But I arise in the 
morning, TORN between a desire to SAVE 
the world and a desire to SAVOR the world. 
That makes it hard to plan the day!”

Amen to that!
 
Wishing you a holy and blessed Lent,
Pastor Jim

Save or Savor







JANUARY 2024 MEMORIALS:

In Memory of Candy Williams from Carolyn Galloway, Rita Richardson, Mary Lou 
Cushing

In Memory of Dr Ed Lane from Harry and Bette Colter

In Memory of Virginia Jones from Mary Lou Cushing, Sarah Jordan, Harry and Bette 
Colter

In Memory Tom “Pop” Eubank Sr. from Denton and Amy Pearson

In Memory of Alice Roberts from Harry and Bette Colter, Carole Feisal, Hal and Betty 
Padgett,
Lisa Farrell, Rita Richardson, Sarah Jordan, Carolyn Galloway, Karen Kinney, Miller 
Delgadillo,
Dot Dickey, Mary Palmer, Seeker’s Sunday School Class

Sit & Sew
Started in 2006, the Sit and Sew ministry 

reaches out to those who cannot afford to 
pay for lessons in learning to sew. We make 
baby items for Methodist South’s NICU 
including burial clothing for preemie 
babies starting at 16 weeks going thru full 
term. We average 12 to 14 garments a year. 
Students average about 3-5 per sewing 
day. We meet on Monday and Wednesday 
afternoons from 1pm to 5:30pm. Students 
come in as their schedules allow. We 
also work on Easter dresses for the girls 
of Sherwood Elementary. Also, I do 
any sewing the church needs as well as 
alterations for church members. You can 
reach me at martystitches@aol.com or by 
phone 901-324-4943. 

Blessings,
Marty Cobb, Seamstress

The ministry is still in need of 
Move-In kits . Items for Move-
In kits is on the Hospitality Hall 
bulletin board or you can email 
me at martystitches@aol.com for 
needed items. Cleaning supplies 
are always needed as well as 
bath and bed linens. Always 
glad to serve.

Blessings,
Marty Cobb, Key Woman
St Luke’s UMC



Fun Bunch Activities
 

 On February 22 at 10a meet in Hospitality 
Hall  for Lenten Luncheon and Rev. 
Barbara Brown Taylor at the Calvary 
Episcopal Lenten Series.  Please sign up 
at the desk in Hospitality Hall. On March 
27 will be going to Theatre  Memphis for 
a 1:30 performance of Almost Elton John. 
Tickets will go very fast for this! We must 
know if you want to attend by February 
20.  Sign up at the desk in Hospitality Hall.
Questions: Call Jim or Jeanne Debo 413-
3341

                                                   

Christian Homebuilders 
Sunday School Class

We will be starting a Lenten 
Series- The Third Day ( Living 
the Resurrection) by Tom Berlin. 
Our guest teacher will be David 
Hensley.
All are welcome to join us!     

Room In the Inn
 We had 10 ladies/children in November 
and December.  December was fun 
with Christmas Gifts for all our guests.  
Unfortunately, we could not host due 

to the ice/snowstorm in January.
We will host February 17/18 and March 
16/17.  We can always use more help.
Call Jim or Jeanne Debo 413-3341 











SMALL GROUPS 
GET CONNECTED 

 

Day/Time: Thursdays, 10 am – noon  Day/Time: Once a month at 1 pm 

Where:  Church Library     from November thru May 
Facilitator: Linda Hensley    Where:  Members’ Homes 

Members: All ages, women and men  Facilitator: Warren Morrison 
Study:  Various    Study:  Spiritual formation using 

Contact: Linda Hensley      using devotions from  
  hensley.linda@comcast.net    The Upper Room 

       Contact: Warren Morrison 
Day/Time: Sunday evenings, 5-7 pm    wmorrison3999@gmail.com 

Where:  Town Village 
Facilitator: David Hensley    Day/Time: Wednesday at 6:00 pm 

Members: All ages, women and men  Where:  Jess & Magen Holcomb’s  
Study:  Various      home 

Contact: David Hensley    Facilitator: Jess & Magen Holcomb 
  thehensleys421@gmail.com  Study:  Mosaic – provide a safe,  

         affirming space to build a 
Day/Time: Tuesday mornings, 9-11 am    community and experience  

Where:  Online prayer group & book club   the love of God 
Facilitator: Melinda Kaler    Contact: Jess Holcomb 
Members: All ages, women    jess.holcomb@stlukesumc.org 

Study:  Various 
Contact: Melinda Kaler 

  mtkaler1111@gmail.com 
  


