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“Early on the first day of the week, while 
it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came 
to the tomb and saw that the stone had 
been removed from the tomb” John 20:1
As I read that, I was taken by the 
words, “while it was still dark.” Mary 
Magdalene went to visit Jesus’ tomb 
“while it was still dark.” While at the 
tomb she saw Jesus -- but she didn’t 
recognize him. Jesus said, “Woman, why 
are you weeping? Whom are you looking 
for?” Thinking him to be the gardener, 
she said, “Sir, if you have carried him 
away, tell me where you have laid him, 
and I will take him away.”
Then Jesus called her name --- “Mary” -- 
and the light suddenly dawned for her.
Hearing Jesus say her name caused 
Mary to recognize him, and suddenly 
her darkness was dispelled. Suddenly 
the cares fell from her shoulders, and 
she knew that Jesus was alive once 
again. She could not imagine how that 
had happened, but it was obviously 
true. Jesus was alive, and the world was 
once again awash in light.
St. Luke’s, Jesus still does that, you know. 
Jesus still comes to us in our darkness 
--calling us by name -- dispelling our 
fears - calling us into the light.
We need to hear that, because we all 
experience what the poets call “The 
Dark Night of the Soul” -- periods of 
loneliness and desolation and despair. 
None of us is exempt.
The Easter story is God’s assurance that 
he is with us in the midst of our darkest 
night.

The Easter story is God’s assurance that 
darkness is not the end. It is his promise 
that he will bring us through the darkness 
into the light.
The Easter story is God’s assurance that: 
“neither death, nor life, angels, nor rulers, 
nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor 
anything else in all creation, will be able 
to separate us from the love of God in 
Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 8:38).
St. Luke’s, when we are caught up in 
our Dark Night of the Soul, we need to 
remember that.

Happy Easter,
Pastor Jim

Pastor Jim

The Dark Night of the Soul







Day School NewsDay School News
Spring Break is March 11-15. We are all excited about warm
weather and sunny days!  

Pastry Party and Basket Raffle:
Our teachers and parents are working hard to get ready for our
"Pastry Party and Basket Raffle" on Wednesday, March 27. The
Pastry Party is "Muffins for Moms, Donuts for Dads and Granola
for Grandparents" all wrapped into one! Everyone will enjoy
treats and have an opportunity to buy raffle tickets for themed
baskets and children's art. Last year was a huge success and
we're excited to offer it again. 

We will have Easter Egg hunts on Thursday, March 28. The school
will be closed for Good Friday, March 29 and Easter Monday,
April 1. Happy Easter!

Jeremiah's Italian Ice Night!
Mark your calendars for Thursday, April 4! We will have a
fundraiser at Jeremiah's Italian Ice, 3717 Summer Avenue. Join us
for a community gathering and YUMMY Italian Ice!  



St. Luke’s Acolytes:
Spring 2024

Ziggy Goodman
Fitz Harris
Charlie Hinds
Shannon Hinds
Abby Walker



Sit & Sew
Sit and Sew continues working 

on Easter dresses for Sherwood and 
preemie baby clothing for Methodist 
South’s NICU.  You can reach me at 
martystitches@aol.com or by phone 
901-324-4943. 

Blessings,
Marty Cobb, Seamstress
St Luke’s UMC Sewing Ministry

Golden Cross Ministries
The ministry is still in need of Move-In kits . Items 

for Move-In kits is on the Hospitality Hall bulletin 
board or you can email me at martystitches@
aol.com for needed items. Cleaning supplies are 
always needed as well as bath and bed linens. 
Always glad to serve.

Blessings,
Marty Cobb, Key Woman





CHALLENGERS 















Honoriums:
In Honor of Jim McKinney, Jacob Allen, Wes Kirkpatrick, and Rorie Read from Jeffrey 
Williams

Memorials:

In Memory of Candy Williams from Rorie Read, Barbara Caldwell, Jim and Linda 
McKinley,
Jeffrey Williams

In Memory of Alice Roberts from Rorie Read, Shirley Robinson, Janie Hendrix, David and
Virginia Wages, Mary Lou Cushing

Easter Lilies
If you would like to help provide Easter Lilies for Easter Sunday, please complete this form and return to 
the church office. The deadline will be March 25th. The cost is $16. A list of honorariums and memorials will 
be published on Easter Sunday, March 31st. You are welcome to take home your lilies after church on Easter 
Sunday.

Name                                                                                           Phone

City	 State	 ZIP

Email

In Honor of 

In Memory of 

                                        Amount enclosed:   $_________________

United Women in Faith will resume their meetings Tuesday March 12 with fellowship and 
refreshments at 6:00pm in the Lounge.  Program begins at 6:30 pm.  Everyone welcome.
Our program material for 2024 is Food, Faith and Fellowship.  The first program will be on 
“Living Water”.  Please come and check us out.


