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More Than a Negative 
 

Even if you’ve never had to testify in court, a thousand TV shows have made you familiar 

with the question, “Do you swear to tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the 

truth?” Why not just make people swear to tell the truth? Or make them promise not to lie? 
 

Any parent who has ever had to interrogate a child about a broken cookie jar or a scuffle 

over a toy knows the answer. There are plenty of ways to try to get out of trouble without 

technically lying. You tell just enough of the truth to skate on by. 
 

We often play the game of seeing how close we can get to sinning without technically going 

over the line. 
 

But in our heart of hearts we know that this is not what God intended when He gave us the 

commandments. He’s not giving us a merely negative rule and challenging us to just barely 

stay away from this or that. There is much more to each commandment than a prohibition. 

We shouldn’t just avoid murdering people — we should be of service to our neighbor. 
 

For each negative prohibition in the commandments there is a positive good that we are to 

cherish and protect. In the Eighth Commandment, that gift is the reputation of our neighbor 

and our relationship with him: 
 

You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 
 

What does this mean? We should fear and love God so that we do not tell lies about our 

neighbor, betray him, slander him, or hurt his reputation, but defend him, speak well of 

him, and explain everything in the kindest way. 
 

Your relationship with your family members (who are your nearest neighbors), the other 

members of your congregation, your coworkers and your friends is one of the most precious 

gifts you have been given. You need to exercise good stewardship with this gift just as much 

as you need to exercise good stewardship with your life, resources, time and income. This is 

an especially fragile gift because it’s easy to ruin a relationship with slander and talking 

behind someone’s back. 
 

But speaking well of your neighbor in Christian love is absolutely free; it costs you nothing, 

yet it pays you great dividends. If you find this challenging at times, if you are tempted to 

speak ill of others, just remember that this other person is also a beloved child of God for 

whom your Lord Jesus suffered and died. Your Lord Jesus loves you both. 
 

– LCMS Stewardship Ministry: lcms.org/stewardship 

https://www.lcms.org/how-we-serve/national/stewardship-ministry


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ushers    Craig Boehne, Dave Lassanske, and Don Lammerts 
 

Greeters: May 5 Connie Kean 

 May 12 Patricia Caballero 

 May 19 Norma Boehne 

 May 26 Sharon Corey 
 

Readers: May 5 and May 19 Richard Swanson 

 May 12 and May 26 Christine Geltz 
 

 

Gatherings: 
 

Soup and Sandwich, May 1, Wednesday at 12:00 noon 

Load the Van to Friends in Deed, May 3, Friday at 8:00 a.m. 

Mother’s Day Brunch, May 11, Saturday at 10:00 a.m. 

Board of Directors’ Meeting, May 19, Sunday at 11:00 a.m. 

Mission Development Team Meeting, May 21, Tuesday at 10:30 a.m. 

Volunteers at Friends in Deed, May 25, Saturday at 8:00 a.m. 
 

Sunday Worship Times,  May 5, 8:30 a.m. 

  May 12, 8:30 a.m. 

  May 19, 8:30 a.m. 

  May 26, 8:30 a.m. 
 

Sunday School Times,  Every Sunday from 9:45 a.m. to 10:45 a.m. 
 

Saturday Prayer Group, from 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. This group is currently meeting via the 
telephone. Let Jo Tschopp know if you want to participate. 
 

Not receiving email special announcements and/or prayer requests?? 
 

Electronic Newsletter: If you are currently not receiving emails and would like to be included, 

please share your email address with the Church Administrator (Elizabeth Yu) at: 

admin@firstlutherantc.org, or call:(626) 287-0968 and leave a message if you prefer to have a 

hard copy mailed out to you. 
 

Pastoral Care: Board of Directors’ Chairman, Judy Gunther at: (626) 833-5613. 
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Little Free Library 
 

Do you have some good books that you want to share with 

others? You can donate them to our Little Free Library by 

giving them to our ushers, or to Jo Tschopp, or put them in 

the library yourself. You might also find a donated book 

there that you decide to read. 
 

 

Friends in Deed 
 

First Lutheran Church of Temple City has been supporting 

the food pantry at Friends In Deed (Pasadena, CA) since 

January of 2017. Wow! That means we are in our 7th year 

of monthly trips with the donated food items. Also, let’s 

not forget the many hours donated that the volunteers from 

First Lutheran Church of Temple City have worked on 

during the Saturday mornings. The motto “Doing together 

what we cannot do alone” keeps this interfaith non-profit organization going now for 130 

years! When you go to the grocery store, keep in mind the GOLD ITEMS which are always 

needed: canned tuna/chicken, hearty soups, beef stew, chili, pasta & pasta sauce, peanut 

butter, cereal, rice, cooking oil, flour, sugar, fruit juice, and vegetable juice. “Donate 
something you would like to eat, because, chances are, someone else 
will like it too.” You can give your donations to one of the ushers or put them in the 

designated area of the Narthex. 
 

 

Mission Development Team 
 

Noon Soup & Sandwich: 

Wednesday – May 1 at 12:00 noon: Presentation by  

the Los Angeles County Sheriffs on “Fraud and  

Cyber Crime.” 

Wednesday – June 5 at 12:00 noon: Homeless Crisis – 

Presentation by Monrovia’s Major (Becky Shevlin) 
 

Family Brunch Celebrating Mother’s Day: 

Saturday – May 11 from 10:00 a.m. to 11:30 am:  

Free Professional Digital Family Photo & activities. 
 

Red Cross Blood Drive: 

Saturday – June 22 from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. in the Church’s Parrish Hall 
 

Join this group of individuals with a heart for reaching out to our neighborhood and 

beyond. Next meeting is scheduled for May 21st, 2024 at 10:30 – Tuesday. 
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Community Prayer Box 
 

Our Community Prayer Box is experiencing some 

challenges. Someone keeps on tearing off the small 

plastic bag that has the blank prayer request cards 

and pencil inside. The bag was replaced and within 

a few days, it was pulled off again. This is *not* the 

first time this has happened, but to occur again 

within a few days is disturbing. However, it does 

give us someone to pray for. Please pray that this 

person would repent and acknowledge God’s love 

and forgiveness and turn to Him. 
 

 

Memorials for Jean Hyland 
 

There will be a Memorial Service for this lady who has a great 

legacy at First Lutheran of Temple City. Jean’s Memorial shall be 

held on May 18th, 2024 – Saturday – at 11:00 a.m. in the 

Sanctuary. Jean Hyland went to school here from Elementary to 

Middle School. She and her husband were very active in this 

church, serving in many aspects such as preparing meals, driving 

the seniors to their appointments, and even setting up Communion 

on the Altar Guilt. 
 

 

Missionary News – Anna Rostek 
 

On April 14th, 2024 – Sunday, we had the 

pleasure of having our missionary – Anna Rostek 

– speak during our Adult Bible Study class time. 

Anna spoke about her health issues (and she has 

sure had her share of them), but always has kept 

such a positive attitude about her life still.  

She also spoke on various things she has gone 

through in Burundi, Africa. Anna touched on 

what it is like to live there, as well as what type 

of work she has been doing. In addition, Anna 

mentioned extensively on how the country is 

being run and how that has impacted her work for our Lord. Anna concluded her talk by saying 

how much she misses the people in Burundi and how she is excited to return to Africa to 

continue and work for the Lord. 
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BIRTHDAY THIS MONTH 
 

 

 

 

May 10 Richard Swanson 
 

May 12 Renee Errickson 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Worship at Home 
 

If you are unable to attend worship, you can listen to the 

Lutheran Hour sermon at 8:00 a.m. on station KBRT AM 740 

each Sunday. 
 

If you have a TV and can get DirectTV, Channel 377 you can 

view Worship Anew at 8:30 a.m. on Sundays. This service is 

filmed at our Fort Wayne Seminary in Indiana. For those people 

who have a computer, the Worship Anew worship service can be viewed via the internet at any 

time. 
 

You may, also, access and/or review the sermon online by going to: 

https://firstlutherantc.org/Media. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Reading the Lectionaries 
 

Here are the lectionaries for May during the Easter season as they travel to various books of the 

New Testament, Psalms, and the Gospel during Pentecost and Holy Trinity: 
 

First / Old Testament Reading Psalm Epistle Gospel 
 

May 5 Acts 10:34–48 Psalm 98 1 John 5:1–8 John 15:9–17 

May 12 Acts 1:12–26 Psalm 1 1 John 5:9–15 John 17:11b–19 

May 19 Ezekiel 37:1–14 Psalm 139:1–12 Acts 2:1–21 John 15:26–27, 

(Pentecost)    16:4b–15 

May 26 Isaiah 6:1–8 Psalm 29 Acts 2:14a, 22–36 John 3:1–17 

(Holy Trinity) 
                                                                                                 8 
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FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH 

9123 Broadway 

Temple City, CA 91780 

Office Phone:     (626) 287-0968 

 

 
E-Mail :  admin@firstlutherantc.org 

 Website :  https://firstlutherantc.org 

 

 

  
 

 
8:30 a.m. TRADITIONAL WORSHIP 

 Holy Communion every 1st & 3rd Sundays only 

 9:45 a.m. SUNDAY SCHOOL/BIBLE STUDY 

Every Sunday 
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