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"Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly 
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works in us, to Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus  
to all generations, forever and ever.”
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Calvary Baptist Church is located in the heart  
of downtown Tupelo, MS. With small groups, local 
missions, mission trips abroad, and special events 
throughout the year, there are many opportunities 
for all ages to COME TOGETHER to connect, serve, 
grow, and go with us — for the glory of the Lord!  
We invite you to join us in worship!



You've heard it said, "God is good all the time, and all the time, God is good." This  
statement is full of truth. God IS good, and He IS good all the time. Psalm 118:1 says, 
"Oh, give thanks to the Lord, for He is good! For His mercy endures forever."  
Everywhere you turn in life, you can see the goodness of God. God's goodness is in  
the valleys and on the mountaintops. God's goodness is in every plan in between.  
God's goodness is not based on circumstances; it is based on His character. Since the 
Lord does not change, He has been good, and He will always be good.

In this first edition, of the new quarterly Calvary Caller, it was evident the theme would 
be the "Goodness of God.” In the following pages, you will read about some of the  
different ministries and opportunities that showcase and testify of the goodness of 
God. As Calvary continues to strive to Come, Serve, and Go Together, we lean on His 
goodness. When life gets tough, when schedules get hectic, when both changes and 
transitions take place, we take a breath and remind ourselves of His goodness. The 
greatest evidence of His goodness is the giving of eternal life through His Son, Jesus 
Christ. He gives forgiveness for sin and an opportunity to experience eternal life; He 
gives us His Spirit and a church family to call home; He gives us the opportunity to grow 
in our walk with Jesus and the privilege to worship and honor His name. He IS Good!!!​

You have a place at Calvary. You are needed and valued at Calvary. Whether through  
a smiling face, a much needed prayer, or an encouraging word, the goodness of  
God is running all through Calvary. God has been good, God is good, and God will  
always be good. 

Keeping Our Eyes on Jesus,

GOD IS GOOD!
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Bro. John Boler
Pastor
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GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE - 6PM

EGG HUNT - SATURDAY

SUNDAY SCHOOL - 9AM

EASTER SERVICE - 10:15AM

HE IS RISEN



Psalm 34 says, "Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good."  
In every corner of Calvary's worship ministry, from the 
harmonious voices of the choir to the resonating power 
of the orchestra, we see the unmistakable hand of God 
at work. His goodness is the unifying thread that binds us 
together, inspiring us to offer our best in worship, both  
individually and corporately. Through every rehearsal, every 
song, and every moment of worship, we experience the 
transformative presence of God. When reflecting on  
the past year, Judd Wilson said that the highlight of 2024 
for our choir and orchestra was the culmination of our Night 
of Christmas Worship. He went on to say, “The scripture 
says to 'make a joyful noise.' (Psalm 100:1) A lot of people 
think 'I can’t do choir because I don’t feel like I can sing or I 
don’t have the voice for it,' but really, you’d be surprised  
if you just give it a shot because it’s a way that you can bless 
the Lord and lift His praises through song. We really look at 
ourselves in the choir as worship leaders — that’s not just 

one person, that's all of us, and you can be a worship leader 
right up there with us. I highly encourage you to do that.”

THE IMPACT OF WORSHIP
Worship is more than music; it’s a lifestyle that draws us 
closer to God and equips us to reflect His love to the world. 
This truth comes alive as individuals dedicate their talents 
to glorify Him. As Ray Jones, a renowned Worship Leader 
and Founder of Radiance Ministries, once said, “When God’s 
people sing, walls come down, hearts are healed, and the 
atmosphere of worship changes lives.” We’ve seen this  
firsthand — how worship not only touches our hearts but 
how God uses it to break chains that bring healing and 
freedom. I am in awe when God speaks to the hearts of our 
congregation and individuals one at a time begin to stand  
or raise their hands in obedience to what is being heard.  
This is true worship. 
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CELEBRATING 
THE GOODNESS OF GOD

IN WORSHIP MINISTRY

MARK MATHIS

CONNECTCOME

SUNDAY SCHOOL SMALL GROUPS - 9AM

MORNING WORSHIP - 10:15AM
A Faithful God in An Unfaithful Land: Study of the Book of Jeremiah

EVENING WORSHIP - 6PM
12 Apostles: Men Who Changed The World

STUDENTS | DISCIPLESHIP SMALL GROUPS - 6PM
6th–12th gradeers divide into small groups - 3rd floor Youth area

KIDS | MISSIONS & BIBLE DRILL - 6PM
ages 4yrs.–5th graders meet in C107 "The Big Room"

FAMILY SUPPER - 5PM
$10 each Adult plate, $5 each Kid Plate, $30 Family MAX. Please RSVP for each meal.

ADULT BIBLE STUDY & PRAYER - 6PM
Scrappy Church: God's Not Done Yet by Thom S. Rainer

STUDENTS | WORSHIP & BIBLE STUDY
5:30PM Hangout - 3rd floor Youth area

KIDS | WORSHIP & BIBLE STUDY - 5:45PM
5:30PM Check-in in the Gym
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UNITY IN DIVERSITY
One of the greatest blessings to witness within the worship 
ministry is the diverse talents, skill levels, backgrounds,  
and individual testimonies that span across the multiple  
generations that come together to create something  
beautiful. John Bolin, Pastor of Worship Ministries at King-
sland Baptist in Katy, TX, described it wonderfully: "Worship 
is the intersection where heaven meets earth, and everyone 
has a role to play in that divine moment." At Calvary, this is 
evident as each voice and instrument add a unique layer to 
the tapestry of worship, reminding us that we are stronger 
together.

GENERATIONAL WORSHIP: LEGACY OF PRAISE
The worship ministry extends beyond the adult choirs and 
orchestras to include vibrant kids’ choirs, youth choirs, and a 
dynamic youth praise band. These younger generations bring 
a fresh energy and perspective to our worship, embodying 
the joy and enthusiasm of serving the Lord. Ray Jones 
reminds us, “The heart of worship is passed down through 
generations when we invite young people to join the song.”  
In our kids’ choir, we see the seeds of faith being planted as  
children learn to praise God with their voices on both 
Wednesday nights and Sunday mornings and with the  
culmination of their Christmas musical. The youth choir and 
praise band take that passion a step further, expressing  
their faith in creative and powerful ways that resonate with 
their peers and inspire both the youth group and the entire 
congregation. At the other end of the generational spectrum, 
our senior adult choir, the Singin' Saints, exemplify the  

"True worship is not just a 
moment; it's a movement  
that transforms the heart  

of the church.

Worship is the intersection 
where heaven meets earth,  
and everyone has a role  
to play in that divine moment."

enduring power of worship. These faithful servants continue 
to glorify God with their voices, demonstrating that worship 
is a lifelong calling. Through their ministry, they inspire  
younger generations with their steadfast faith and love for 
the Lord. Dr. Jim Whitmire, former longtime Minister of 
Music at Bellevue Baptist, Memphis and current Worship 
Leader at Crossroads Baptist, Eads, TN, said it best: “When 
generations worship together, the church experiences the 
fullness of God’s design for His people.” 

GOD’S FAITHFULNESS IN GROWTH
My family and I have been deeply moved by God’s never-
ending faithfulness as He has guided us to Calvary. I’ve been 
inspired as I've witness His continued faithfulness in building 
upon the rich legacy of the music ministry, a foundation laid 
by the dedication of so many faithful servants. Members 
have joined, fresh opportunities to serve have arisen, and 
the impact of our worship has reached beyond the church 
walls. Mike Harland, former Director of Lifeway Music and 

current Founder of Worship Essentials, once said, “The 
songs we sing today are the testimonies of tomorrow.”  
This resonates deeply within us as we see God's goodness  
in our worship to sow seeds of hope and faith.

MEDIA MINISTRY: AMPLIFYING THE GOSPEL
Another form of worship at Calvary, renowned for its  
enduring legacy of service to our community, is our Media 
Ministry. God is moving powerfully through this ministry 
which plays a vital role in the areas of sound, lighting, 
videography, photography, and so much more. Under the 
leadership of Director of Media, Joe Gilley, this ministry has 
embraced its mission to enhance our worship experience 
and extend our reach beyond the church walls. I once heard 
someone say, “A church media ministry is a powerful tool 
to amplify the Gospel message, reaching beyond the walls 
of the building and into the digital spaces where people are 
already spending their time, allowing us to share the light of 
Christ in the modern world.” Excited about the possibilities 

of what God is doing as our media ministry continues to 
grow, Joe stated, “I am super excited about the potential in 
our media ministry! Over the years, Calvary has been known 
for investing a lot of time and energy into our media and I 
am grateful for the opportunity to continue that and to build 
on it. As technology has changed, there is an ever-increasing 
number of tools that we can use to aid in worship and set 
the environment for people to encounter God and see His 
name lifted high. That is our single, solitary goal as a media 
team and although God has given us an amazing team to 
help facilitate that, we will be adding a handful of new teams 
to assist in these areas and will need a lot more help. Please 
pray about how God would use you in the creative vision 
here at Calvary.”

A GLIMPSE OF THE FUTURE
As we look ahead, we are filled with great anticipation for 
what God will continue to do. We trust His leading and  
remain committed to creating a worship environment where 
His goodness is celebrated, and His presence known. Every 
note played, every word we sing, and every heart touched 
is a testament to His greatness! Together, as a worship  
ministry, encompassing all ages and generations, we stand in 
awe of what He has done and look forward with hope to all 
He will accomplish through us. Let us continue to lean into 
His goodness, knowing that He is the one who orchestrates 
every melody and writes every story.

"

"
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COMPELLED BY... JESUS
JASON MARSHALL

SERVE

The definition of the word compelled, according to dictionary.com, is as follows: 
“forced or driven to a particular course of action, often by an irresistible internal 
urge.” I really love that! It demonstrates so well that which occurs within the heart 
and soul of a believer. This Holy Spirit’s prompting within us is why we raise our 
hands during a worship service, why tears stream down our face during a particular 
song, testimony, or scripture reading; why we must serve others, share about our 
Lord, and give our resources to bring about the change that comes along with  
being a child of the King! We desire to see the same compelling of the Spirit in 
others that is within us.

If there has been a time you have accepted Jesus as the risen Savior and asked Him 
for forgiveness of your sins, then you are a child of God. As His children, we read 
His instructions in the Bible. Our desire, as we study and grow in our relationship 
with the Father, should be to imitate Jesus. As we imitate, we will be compelled  
to share our faith with others and we will be compelled, drawn, to serve according 
to the gifts God has blessed us with.  

Last year was an incredible example of that. Many from our church gave of their 
time as we sent out 36 individuals to serve on short term mission teams in  
Amory, MS; Medford, OR; Yreka, CA; Malawi, Africa; and Pedernales, Dominican 
Republic. We had over 100 members serve through Compelled By Love projects: 
ministering to church members with needs at their homes, visiting and writing 
letters to guests and shut-ins, and completing maintenance projects at the church; 
through our Community Breakfast; and a number of other opportunities. Count-
less of you served by providing resources that were requested and by providing 
financial gifts to support our mission efforts. THANK YOU for following the  
leadership of the Holy Spirit!

In this upcoming year, we have trips scheduled to New Orleans, LA; Yreka, CA; and 
Malawi, Africa. Our Compelled By Love projects begin on the first Sunday night 
of each month from March through October, and there are a multitude of other 
opportunities to serve in every ministry area of our church! In the gospel of Luke, 
Jesus shared the Parable of the Great Feast. Within the parable, He talked about 
inviting others to be a part. Chapter 14 verse 23 in the NLT states, “‘Go out into 
the country lanes and behind the hedges and urge anyone you find to come, so 
that the house will be full.” This is our desire! We want the house to be full! Not 
just the house at Calvary, but the house in New Orleans, Yreka, Malawi, and the 
ends of the earth. Sunday school classes, mission teams, choir/orchestra and media  
ministries, children's/student ministry volunteers, etc.; ALL have a place for your 
gifts to be used. What is it that our Father is compelling you to be a part of?

Keep Your Fork —
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PRAYER

Do you want your Sunday school class to grow? 

Do you desire for your class to reach new people to fellowship  
together, pray together, study the Word together, and serve  
together? 

Here is a simple, but effective, way to grow your Sunday school 
class. Choose an empty chair in your Sunday school room. At  
the conclusion of each class, have the members circle around this 
chair and pray for the Lord to fill that chair with an individual. The 
Lord will hear your prayer. As the Lord works, He can send new 
guests to your class. When they arrive, you can remind those new 
guests that you have been praying for them. There is power in 
prayer. Pray together and see what the Lord can do.  

Here is a sample prayer:

Lord, in the name of Jesus Christ, we bow before you today in honor 
and adoration to You as our Lord and our Savior. We humbly pray 
that you would fill this chair with an individual who will be part of this 
Sunday school class. Fill this chair with an individual who will be drawn 
to You to grow and become a Disciple of Jesus. We ask, Lord, that you 
hear our prayer, and honor our request for Your Glory and Honor only. 
In the precious name of Jesus, we pray, AMEN.  

If you had told me 3 months ago that I would have a 'Holy 
Ground' moment while up to my elbows in an industrial- 
sized bowl of potato salad, I probably would have laughed. 
But such is the nature of our God who creates, who calls, 
who provides, who laughs: continually offering an invitation 
to join Him in the work He is doing.

Michael came in from church one evening after attending  
a mission trip interest meeting. In his hand he held, not  
one, but two, applications. “I hope you’ll go with me.” The  
multitude of complexities of both of us leaving our children 
and flying over the sea for a mission trip sandwiched  
snugly between Thanksgiving and Christmas seemed mind- 
boggling. I consented to at least praying about it. Throwing 
fear to the wind and gripping my fragile faith with all my 
might, I asked the Lord for three clear “Go's,” if He indeed 
wanted me to go. Boy, did He deliver. Through a sermon,  
a devotional reading, and a scripture passage, He clearly  
articulated what I was hesitant to hear. “Go.”
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HOLY GROUND
...AND POTATO SALAD

HANNAH WILLIAMS

We landed in Santo Domingo on a warm, sunny Saturday  
afternoon, overpacked and prayed up. I was prepared for 
mosquitoes, heat, and sunburn, and fully equipped for a 
myriad of dress codes. What I was not prepared for was 
the literal breath-taking beauty of miles and miles of virgin 
coastline, waters bluer than a crayon, and portrait-quality 
palm trees arched perfectly over the horizon. Our 70’s style 
white van, equipped with vinyl seats and fringed drapes, 
flew down the highway, and I decided it was in the better 
interest of my mental health to *not* watch the road and 
on-coming traffic; I watched the inspiring landscape instead. 
I snapped a ridiculous number of pictures trying to capture 
the views that felt nearly fake, so staggering was their  
beauty. Every curve brought a new perspective and  
apparently a gasp from me. (Gasps from the views and the  
traffic were equal in quantity!)  Every scene of creation  
directed my thoughts to Genesis 1, “And God saw that  
it was good.”

Take a picture of this QR Code and click it to see a list of Sunday 
School classes, teachers, and locations. This list is also available  
in the Calvary App, on our website, and at the Welcome Center.

JOHN BOLER

EMPTY CHAIR
FOR THE

GROW GO

https://storage2.snappages.site/HTTNK8/assets/files/SS-Classs-ListsTeachersLocation-Jan-2025-59.pdf


Take a picture of this QR Code and click it to see a short 
video from the Worship Services described.

"But you shall receive power when  
the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and 
you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusa-
lem, and in all Judea and  
Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 

Acts 1:8 is our Mission Model:
"Jerusalem" represents our local  
missions & outreach. "Judea"  
represents our regional mission  
opportunities, while "Samaria"  
represents the national, & "E.O.T.E." 
(end of the earth) represents the  
international.

We look forward to sharing the  
Gospel together on mission and  
invite you to be a part through  
praying, giving, & going. 

Teams are filling up fast and only ONE 
registration deadline remains! 

{JUDEA} 
NEW ORLEANS, LA: March 8–13 
Pray for our team and our partners: 
Baptist Friendship House &  
Immanuel Community Church. 

{SAMARIA} A FEW SPOTS REMAIN!
YREKA, CA: June 12–19 
$100 Deposit due April 1
$1600 Total Cost
10 total spots available on this team 

{E.O.T.E.}
MALAWI, AFRICA: July 9–19 
Pray for our team and Church  
Missions Network partners.

Express interest for Mission Trips in the 
CBC App, online at calvarytupelo.com/
events, through your Weekly Update in 
your app/email, visit the Connect Table 
near the church office, -OR- speak with 
Jason Marshall.

What a joy it was to follow through with Jesus’ mandate (Matthew 28) to go and 
tell, knowing He was with us every dusty step of the way! “Lo, I am with you 
always” could be broadened to I am in you, for you, directing you, speaking to you, 
speaking *through* you. Now that we are home, I read it as “Lo, I AM” -the Lord 
Almighty- Yahweh, the God who puts His flame in desert bushes (Exodus 3), to draw 
us aside off our routine path and comfortable route so that we can hear His voice 
and respond to His call. I’m so thankful I heard the “Go.” I’m so thankful He can use 
a tired, weak, Mississippi mama to share the glory of the Gospel. I’m so grateful 
that while crouching in the sticks over a huge pot of boiled potatoes and eggs I 
could serve with my Haitian sisters — who couldn’t understand a word we said.  
We nodded and smiled and pantomimed and worked willingly with our hands.  
And as we prepared food for hungry children, and paced paper plates up a Rocky 
path and into waiting hands, Jesus was there. What a foretaste of a bountiful feast 
to come, when we will see many of those same faces. Where languages won’t  
separate. Where we will join our voices in praise on literal Holy Ground.

Christmas dinners for the local children at each church. You’ll not meet a 
more hospitable people. At one point, this was evidenced by an elderly lady 
who was sweeping the street in front of her home when she paused her 
work to offer us coffee.

During our door-to-door evangelism, many made decisions for Christ, while 
some heard the gospel and declined. These evangelistic conversations took 
place on rocky paths, under trees, on the street, and inside homes that  
resembled hovels.

Prayers were offered for every consenting  
person we encountered, whether for  
healing, provision, protection, or strength  
in their Christian journey. Once, while  
mid-prayer for a family whose mother had  
unexpectedly died in childbirth, her four- 
day-old baby was placed in my arms.  
Another ministry opportunity involved a  
conversation between Kim and a woman  
saved out of a life of Vodou. Her family is  
devout and is constantly urging her to return. She plainly stated that she’d 
rather die than to return to that life. Shannon and I gave our best healthcare 
advice to a mother with a sick child. Out of all the glaring personal needs she 
could've mentioned, one woman asked Michael to pray for political peace 
between the striving nations of Haiti and Dominican Republic. Jeanne and 
Jason talked some time with a professing atheist who seemed suspiciously 
hungry for something more. All of these conversations and moments of 
prayer were heavy with need, but buoyed by hope, not unlike labor pains:  
excruciating, but promising new life. John 16:21 

and volume, their voices crescendoed 
in praise! Their fervor and stamina in  
worship was convicting. 

We ultimately worked with three  
different churches (two with Haitian 
congregations, one with Dominican) 
doing door-to-door evangelism,  
giving rice and beans, and aiding in 

The road got rougher, and our van, which I affectionately and prayerfully  
referred to as the REAL struggle bus, sent us nearly airborne in our seats  
as it overcame ruts, rocks, and uneven terrain. We eased into a town and  
replacing the palm trees, rocks, and waves was an even greater aspect of 
creation: faces — old and lined, young and full, some creased with worry, 
many dusty and smiling. Humanity and weakness housing the very image  
of God. “And God saw that it was very good." Gen. 1:31 

Over the course of the week, we were privileged to greet many faces. On 
Sunday evening, we worshipped with a Haitian congregation. Their singing 
was bold and loud, with a variety of instruments — some homemade.  
Their singing expanded over an hour, and instead of waning in strength  

Dominican Mission Team - December 2024 
Kim Edwards, Shannon Bugg, Jason Marshall, Hannah & Michael Williams, Jeanne Burkhalter
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Humanity  
and weakness  
housing the very 
image of God

https://calvarytupelo.com/events?sapurl=Lys3bXBjL2xiL2V2Lyt0cW5uZHJ2P2JyYW5kaW5nPXRydWUmZW1iZWQ9dHJ1ZSZyZWNlbnRSb3V0ZT1hcHAud2ViLWFwcC5saWJyYXJ5LmNhbGVuZGFyJnJlY2VudFJvdXRlU2x1Zz0lMkI3a2JjZ3pu
https://subsplash.com/7mpc/app
http://calvarytupelo.com/events
http://calvarytupelo.com/events
https://7mpc.subspla.sh/3ht7b6g


DOWNLOAD OUR APP 
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UPCOMING

WORSHIP MINISTRY WEEKEND - with Ray Jones
This is for anyone who wants to be a part of the Worship  
& Music Ministry: choir/orchestra, kids' choir leaders, media, 
handbells, Singin' Saints, youth, etc.
6–8PM Friday: Banquet
9AM–12PM Saturday: Rehearsal Sessions/Lunch
10:15AM Sunday: Lead worship with Ray at Calvary

7–8

16
CALVARY 101 - for Guests & New Members 
Want to learn more about church membership at Calvary?  
Join us at Calvary 101 on Sun., Feb. 16 at 9am in the Sanctuary. 
RSVP or contact the church office to learn more.

COMPELLED BY LOVE - Resumes first Sundays
CBL is a monthly, family-friendly opportunity for all ages to  
share the love of Christ in our community. Meet at Calvary at 5PM, 
form teams, and go out from there. Sign-up for a project.

WOMEN'S "BEHIND THE FINE" - with Amy McClellan 
Hear Amy McClellan's testimony of God's faithfulness — a 
chance to go deeper into the question of “How are you?” and to 
go “Behind the Fine” at 6PM on March 6 at the home of Trisha 
Harvey. Please RSVP so we know how to prepare.

2

WOMEN'S RETREAT AT CALVARY
We are eager to gather for a time of worship and community with 
ladies of all ages for a weekend all about JESUS and His Word! 
Sessions will be Friday evening and Saturday morning. Check the 
church website/app for more info/registration details!

6

18–20
EASTER AT CALVARY
Good Friday Service & Lord's Supper - 6PM
Egg Hunt - Saturday
Sunday School - 9AM
Easter Sunday Service - 10:15AM

4–5

FEBRUARY

MARCH

APRIL

WEEKLY SCHEDULE
SUNDAYS
9:00AM  Sunday School 
10:15AM Worship Service 
5:00PM  Compelled By Love (first Sundays)
6:00PM  Evening Worship 
                 Student Discipleship
                Kids' Missions & Bible Drill

MONDAYS
8AM–2PM  Weekday Education (M–F)

WEDNESDAYS
12:00PM Mom's In Prayer via Zoom
5:00PM  Wednesday Night Supper
5:30PM Kids' Check-In
5:45PM Kids' Worship & Bible Study 
6:00PM  Adult Bible Study & Prayer
                Student Worship & Bible Study
7:00PM Choir Rehearsal

THURSDAYS
9AM–4PM  Mother's Day Out

*Full schedule provided weekly in the bulletin, 
church-wide emails/Calvary app.

Sign-up for events and view upcoming opportunities in the CBC Church App,  
at calvarytupelo.com/events, or visit the Connect Table outside the office.

Sign-up for events, watch sermons, follow 
along with us on our daily Bible reading 

journey, and more—all in one place!

WOMEN'S PRAYER LUNCHEON - Dominican Testimonies
Pray with us over North American missions as we kickoff the 
Annie Armstrong Easter Offering Week of Prayer (Mar. 2–9) with a 
luncheon & testimonies March 4 at 11AM. RSVP by March 2.
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