
THE PARABLE OF THE DONUTS 

There was once a father who asked his four children to go and get some donuts for the family.  He instructed them to 

pick up a dozen each, which he had already ordered at the store.  The children had different schedules so they each 

arrived alone at the store.  After giving their order to the clerk, they found that they were in a great dilemma – the 

donuts their dad had ordered did not easily fit within the box they brought with them.   

The first child decided that the best way to solve the problem was to just cram the donuts in and force the lid of the box 

to close.  Many of the donuts were crushed to one degree or another.  But he thought without a closed lid that it would 

be very inconvenient to carry the box home.  After all, boxes are meant to be closed. 

The second child faced the puzzle and decided that several of the donuts were just oversized.  So, she took a plastic knife 

and cut the ends of some of the Long Johns, which were never her favorites. After throwing the “extra parts” out, the lid 

of the box was able to neatly close.  

The third child too was frustrated that the donuts that had been ordered by their father did not fit her box.  She decided 

to “trade in” a few of the larger donuts for some small cookies.  She chose the kind of donuts she did not really care for 

anyway, replacing them with the much smaller but tasty cookies.  The lid closed nicely, and she was even able to tape it 

shut. 

The fourth child tried to move the donuts around, this way and that.  But he could not find a way to make them all fit in 

his box.  He knew that his father had ordered those specific donuts.  So, he decided that he just would just carry the box 

carefully, so that no donuts fell out on his way home. 

The four children arrived home with their boxes of donuts.  Which of them do you think heard from their father, “Well 

done, my child”? 

 

The first child brought home the dozen donuts, but most of them were damaged.  He fulfilled the letter of the command 

but his desire for ease led him to damage what his father had asked him to take charge of.  He is like the person who says 

that the entire Bible is the Word of God, but then thoughtlessly shoves things together into his convenient theological 

box.  He does not carefully handle the Word, seeking to understand the meaning of the text that the author intended. 

The second child brought home less than the dozen.  She is like the person who disregards portions of God’s Word, 

throwing them out of her consideration. This allows her to close the lid on her theological system and make sense of it all.  

She makes herself the final authority by deciding what stays in the box and what gets left in the trash.   

The third child, like the second, did not bring home the dozen doughnuts.  She did not just throw out some.  She replaced 

them with her personal favorite cookies.  Even though her father had ordered the specific doughnuts, she felt she knew 

better. She is like the person who goes beyond what is written in God’s Word, adding to it what they feel is needed. 

The fourth child faced the same dilemma as his siblings.  There was just no way that the dozen donuts would fit in his box 

so that the lid could shut.  He knew his father had instructed him to pick up and deliver those specific donuts.  His father 

had never promised that the lid would easily close.  He decided to honor his father and bring home all the donuts 

unharmed.  He is like the person who lives under the Word of the God.  He will not mishandle the Word by squishing out 

of shape the author’s intention. He will not leave out passages, nor give authority to what he wants to add to the box.  

He lives with the mysteries of theology that do not easily come together in simplistic systems, not making closing the lid 

part of his father’s instructions. 

All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in 

righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.                                                             
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