Dear Congregation of IPC,
	This year’s Missions Conference theme is: “Partnering in the Gospel” from Philippians 1:3-5, “I thank my God for you in all my remembrance of you, always in every prayer of mine for you all, making my prayer with joy because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now.” The Apostle Paul writes these words thanking the church he founded well over twelve years prior. They had sent him a care-package by the hand of Epaphroditus, remembering him in his time of need (while under house arrest in Rome). The church partnered with Paul by supporting him with money, encouragement, prayer, and people. 
	And this is the way the Christian missionary endeavor has proceeded from the beginning. Jesus sends out the 72 (Luke 10), two by two with instructions about how to handle the hospitality of those who provide for them (partnering with them) along the way. The Great Commission envisions no lone wolf super apostles, but rather a true co-mission as it is given to the eleven disciples as a collective (partnered) in the mission. In the book of Acts, Paul is continually gathering the giving of the churches, or being sent by the churches that are so partnered. He is carrying and sending greetings between continents and nations, peoples, tribes, and tongues. Just the logistics of all the partners illustrates the point: missions means partnership.
	This is why we hold the church missions conference every year. No doubt, there are many other important things to be doing as a church (like worshipping or growing in our sanctification or serving one another), but the commission to witness to the ends of the earth is one of the church’s primary responsibilities. We are partnered in the gospel, and we must be. 
	This year we will hear from our partners in Peru, Chattanooga, Idaho, and others more locally. And thus, we will be doing what the church has always done: gathering, singing, praying, preaching, reporting, giving, sending, and going (and of course there will be much good eating as well). I hope you will make the IPC Missions Conference a part of your yearly calendar; that you will not miss it. So many things vie for your time, energy, money, focus. This thing though—this emphasis on missions—is essential to our earthly Christian calling. It is what the church has done and been from the very beginning: “Partnering in the Gospel.” 

Sincerely in Christ,

Tim Shaw
	
