Revelation Chapter 13
Read Revelation 13:1-2 There is a definite connection with the books of Daniel and Revelation. I am sure you have already seen that, and we will continue to see this through the rest of our study. In this chapter Daniel 2 & 7 will be referred to.
First Discussion: In these first two verses how is the beast described? Read Daniel chapter 7 to understand who the “lion, bear and, leopard” are. In this chapter Daniel also describes the 4th beast which Revelation 13 also mentions. What empire is this? Being described as the “lion, bear and, leopard” this beast would appear to have mighty power, strength and speed. Who does verses 13:1-2 say gives this beast its power? 
Second Discussion: By now you have figured out that the 4 beasts in Daniel represent Babylon, the Medo-Persian Empire, Greece and finally the Roman Empire. This Beast’s empire is going to be far more evil than the previous empires of Babylon, Persia, etc. because of its direct satanic empowerment. In our modern world, do we tend to look for "Satan’s work" only in obvious evil, or do we recognize it in "great authority," "thrones," and political "power"? We see that the beast claims divine titles. Do you see in our world today the subtle, and not so subtle replacement of God’s authority with human autonomy? Do you also see that in the attack of Christians and our beliefs and Biblical world view? (ex: weaponizing and expounding the term Christian Nationalism).
Application Discussion: When a perceived good leader is put in office or a stable economy is in place we often feel secure. Does this describe you? Do you have yourself feeling secure when the country “seems” to be led well and economically stable? Discuss how you audit your daily "loyalties." Ensure that no political ideology or cultural movement receives the devotion that belongs only to Christ.
· At what point does the "common good" infringe upon the non-negotiable commands of God?
· Identify your non-negotiables. Decide now what biblical convictions you will not compromise, regardless of social or legal pressure.
Notes:


Read Revelation 13:3-4
First Discussion: Why is "seeing" so often mistaken for "believing" in a spiritual sense? Where do we see "counterfeit peace" or "counterfeit joy" in society today? The "whole world marveled." Satan does not have the powers that God possesses. What are your thoughts on how the world would worship a dragon (satan)? How is the world so easily fooled? Is it possible to worship Satan indirectly by making an idol of worldly success and power?
Practical Application: Discuss how you have developed your "filter of truth" based on Scripture so that your faith isn't shaken, or falsely bolstered, by sensational news or "miraculous" claims. What verses come to mind when thinking about this. Share them.
Notes:


Read Revelation 13:5-6
First Discussion: How has our culture become desensitized to blasphemy in media and public discourse? Why is it a priority for the enemy to slander God and all believers? The Beast uses speech to consolidate power. How can we use our speech to deconstruct the "blasphemies" of our age?
Practical Application: If the Beast's primary tool is his "mouth" (communication), we must be careful about the "mouths" we listen to. This week, audit the podcasts, news, and social media influencers you follow. Ask: Are they speaking "great things" about man, or "great things" about God? Discuss how you have been influenced by politics, news, etc. How did you or do you break free from it?
Notes:


Read Revelation 13:7-10. These verses are describing a war on Christians and a call for endurance through it.
First Discussion: Ask yourself this, is your faith built to withstand prolonged difficulty, or is it dependent on immediate "deliverance"? If the Beast "overcomes" the saints, does that mean they lost? Discuss your thoughts on how does God define "winning"? How do we know we are secure?
Second Discussion: The call to endurance for believers can be tough. How should we fight battles (understanding that all battles really are spiritual battles)? Discuss what submission looks like when we are put on a difficult path that we did not choose.
Application: Discuss how you practice or how you can practice daily submission. Can you see how this will help when we face spiritual battles. How would this help how we respond? 
Notes:


Read Revelation 13:11-15. 
First Discussion: How is this second beast described? What term would we use to describe this (hint the first part is in verse 11). Why is "religious" evil often more dangerous than "worldly" evil? How do we spot "wolves" in our own circles? Why are humans so easily convinced by the spectacular or so easily defeated and give in?
Application: Discuss what you anchor your faith in. How can you pay more attention to what leaders in the church, politics, work, etc say rather than the image and branding they are trying to sell us. Does it align with what the Word says or does it contradict it and put you in a difficult decision. 
