EQUIPPED FOR BATTLE

LESSON 4 | THE FEET SHOD WITH THE PREPARATION OF THE GOSPEL OF PEACE

Ephesians 6:10 – 18

Rom 10:15  And how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things!

MAIN IDEA: DAILY, EVERY CHRISTIAN NEEDS TO BE ABLE TO WALK IN THE PEACE OF GOD AND TO MENTALLY ADOPT THE MINDSET OF BEING A WITNESS FOR CHRIST. 

Introduction:
· The detailed description of the armor (given in Eph. 6:14–17) may stem from Paul’s being tied to a Roman soldier while in prison awaiting trial ( Acts 28:16, 20). Imagine him writing this letter to the Ephesian church with a perfect view of what a soldier would wear to battle. 
· Previously we have discussed the first pieces of armor Paul taught about... “The Loins Girt About With Truth and The Breastplate of Righteousness.” The next piece of armor Paul deals with today is “The Feet Shod With the Preparation of the Gospel of Peace.” 
· Before we get into today’s armor we need to understand (be reminded) about some things concerning the Christian’s armor. 
· First, notice that this is a command of God’s. And if it’s a command, it requires obedience! “Be strong... put on...”
· Next, this armor is something that God has provided for us at salvation. 
· It’s not something we have to pray for. If God commands us to “take unto you” (vs. 13) it’s already available for the taking. We just need to be obedient to put it on. 
· This must be remembered as we go through each of these pieces:
· 1.) Just as the Roman soldier’s armor protects and deals with a portion of one’s body, so does each piece of the Christian’s armor. A critical part of the Christian’s spiritual makeup is protected by each piece of armor.
· 2.) “Putting on the armor” is a declaration we make to God. It’s a commitment we make to God to live out the principles represented by each piece of armor. It’s a mindset that we adopt each day. 

NOTE: Remembering these two points will help as the Christian endeavors to understand this passage and as he prepares to “equip himself for battle.”

I. THE PART OF THE BODY BEING DEALT WITH IS THE FEET
a. 1Jn 2:6  He that saith he abideth in him ought himself also so to walk, even as he walked.
b. It is of utmost importance for a soldier to keep his feet protected and in good condition. A wound or sore on a foot can be a distraction and can even affect his ability to navigate on the battlefield. 
c. During the Vietnam war a special boot was made for the soldiers called The Jungle Boot. It was a combination of leather and quick drying cloth designed to prevent foot problems in a wet and humid environment. Also, it had a metal plate in the sole to protect the soldier from the sharpened bamboo stakes the enemy had hidden in the ground. 
d. It is just as important for the Christian to be sure they have their feet shod and protected on the battlefield. Satan is working every day to cripple our walk for the Lord! 
e. Shoes of every variety are worn today. It’s obvious to the observer what a person is prepared to do by the shoes he wears.... i.e. Snowshoes, golf shoes, track shoes with cleats, waders etc. 
f. It ought to be obvious to the world what we are prepared to do by this piece of armor. 

II. THE PURPOSE OF OUR FEET BEING SHOD 
a. There are two views of what “having the feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace” means: I would have to agree with both views rather than just one view. 
(1. The first purpose of these shoes would be that they bring peace to a life that otherwise would be in turmoil and living in doubt about their relationship with God. To have these shoes on each day causes us to rest in the fact of our redemption and our full acceptance into the family of God. Joh 14:27  Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid. Also remember what we are told in Eph 1:6  To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved. Confidence in the fact of our full acceptance by God brings peace to a life, enabling us to serve Him without reservation. This gives the Christian “sure footing” or an unwavering walk with God. With confidence they can pursue each day. 
(2. The second purpose of these shoes is to remind and prepare us for our mission as  witnesses  for the Lord! They prepare us to be witnesses for Christ. They develop a mindset from the beginning of our day to be conscious that the people around us are more than just neighbors or fellow employees or casual acquaintances. We will view our lives as fulfilling a mission for God  rather than “just working my way through another day.” 
b. Every Christian needs to prepare himself to be a witness. 
(1. Memorize the Romans Road. Mark the verses in your Bible. Carry memory cards in your pocket to pull out and work on them regularly till you have committed them to memory.
(2. Practice giving your testimony of your own salvation! This will do so much to prepare a lost person’s heart for their own salvation.
(3. Carry gospel tracts. As we have said before... do you know what kind of people hand out gospel tracts? Answer: Those who carry them! They can be given to practically anybody. You never know who is searching for answers to life’s deepest questions. 

III. WHAT IS PROTECTED BY WEARING THESE SHOES
a. Illustration: We’ve all witnessed or even experienced instances ourselves, when wearing shoes would have been helpful (broken glass, hot pavement, etc.)
b. When a Christian wears his gospel shoes he protects and maintains his walk with God. Let’s  remember our verse at the beginning of this lesson.. 1Jn 2:6  He that saith he abideth in him ought himself also so to walk, even as he walked. 
c. Wearing our gospel shoes protects us from becoming lazy with the gospel. 
d.  No surprise, the greatest witness of the gospel was Jesus Himself. And for us “to walk even as He walked...” we must maintain our burden for lost souls. Luke 19:10  For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.
e. Wearing our gospel shoes will enable us to continue to have the kind of walk an indebted Christian should keep. To “put on this part of your Christian armor you could say something like this:

“GOD, BY YOUR GRACE TODAY, I WILL BE A WITNESS FOR YOU AS YOU GIVE ME THE OPPORTUNITY. HELP ME TO SEE THE OPPORTUNITIES AND TO HAVE THE BOLDNESS TO FOLLOW THROUGH.”

Remember, as we work our way through each piece of armor, these prayers will combine into an obedient act of “putting on the whole armor of God.”  

Discuss:
1. How would you describe your interest in sharing the gospel with the people around you? 
2. Does your confidence in your own salvation ever cause you to be somewhat numb as a Christian? 
3. Do you know of relatives or friends or fellow workers who are lost but you haven’t been able to approach them about Christ? 
4. Can you see how putting on this piece of armor could help you to at least begin the process? 

At a minimum, would you begin to pray today and each day hereafter, that God would increase your burden to share the gospel? Ask Him to give you the kind of walk He has always intended you to have. Begin looking for opportunities to present a gospel tract. Pray for opportunities to share your testimony. A New Testament gospel preaching church should be full of grateful Christians who have their feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace. 
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