EQUIPPED FOR BATTLE

LESSON 5 | THE SHIELD OF FAITH

Ephesians 6:10 – 18

2Pe 1:4  Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.

MAIN IDEA: EVERY CHRISTIAN SHOULD DEVELOP A GOOD WORKING KNOWLEDGE OF GOD’S WORD AND HAVE A REGULAR TIME OF READING HIS WORD. 

Introduction:
· The detailed description of the armor (given in Eph. 6:14–17) may stem from Paul’s being tied to a Roman soldier while in prison awaiting trial ( Acts 28:16, 20). Imagine him writing this letter to the Ephesian church with a perfect view of what a soldier would wear to battle. 
· Previously we have discussed the first pieces of armor Paul taught about... “The Loins Girt About With Truth and The Breastplate of Righteousness and The Feet Shod With the Preparation of the Gospel of Peace.” The next piece of armor Paul deals with today is “The Shield of Faith.” 
· Before we get into today’s armor we need to understand (be reminded) about some things concerning the Christian’s armor. 
· First, notice that this is a command of God’s. And if it’s a command, it requires obedience! “Be strong... put on...”
· Next, this armor is something that God has provided, or made available for us at salvation. 
· It’s not something we have to pray for. If God commands us to “take unto you” (vs. 13) it’s already available for the taking. We just need to be obedient to put it on. 
· This must be remembered as we go through each of these pieces:
· 1.) Just as the Roman soldier’s armor protects and deals with a portion of one’s body, so does each piece of the Christian’s armor. A critical part of the Christian’s spiritual makeup is protected by each piece of armor.
· 2.) “Putting on the armor” is a declaration we make to God. It’s a commitment we make to God to live out the principles represented by each piece of armor. It’s a mindset that we adopt each day. 

NOTE: Remembering these two points will help as the Christian endeavors to understand this passage and as he prepares to “equip himself for battle.”

I. THIS PREPARED SOLDIER IS STANDING WITH HIS SHIELD
Verse 16 – 
a. The Roman shield could be quite large–3 or 4 feet high, and about 2½ feet wide. It was commonly known as a door shield. A soldier could crouch behind it and be hidden. Or a line of men could overlap their shields and present a solid wall of protection to the enemy.
b. The shield consisted of a wooden frame covered by a thick layer of leather. When this was soaked in water, it was also fireproof. This would be important because it was common in that day for an enemy to dip their darts in tar and light them and throw them at their enemy. The soaked shield would quench the fiery darts. It’s recorded after a particular battle, one Roman soldier counted more than 220 darts in his shield. 
c. This shield would be used to protect the entire body. When a volley of arrows were fired at them, they would raise the shield or kneel behind them and their whole body would be protected. 
 
II. WE HAVE TO KNOW WHAT WE ARE PROTECTING OURSELVES FROM. 
a. Our text verse today tells us that it is “the fiery darts of Satan.” These come in many forms:
i. There are darts of doubts and fears. 
ii. There are darts of temptations.
iii. There are darts of our passions: pride, covetousness, anger, jealousy, lusts, bitterness etc. 

III. THE CHRISTIAN’S FAITH IS THE SUBSTANCE OF OUR SHIELD
Heb 11:6  But without faith it is impossible to please him:  Rom 14:23 “...for whatsoever is not of faith is sin.”
1Jn 5:4 “...and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith.
a. Probably the most important verse to know when considering “the shield of faith” would be Rom 10:17  So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. 
b. We need to do what God taught us in Col 3:16  Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom;  
c. It’s the Word of God that shields the Christian from the fiery darts of Satan. 
d. When battling doubts and fears we need to remember and quote 2Ti 1:7  For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.
e. When temptations are trying to pierce our thought life we need to know 1Co 10:13  There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.
f. When our passions are being drawn to boil over into sin 1Co 9:25  And every man that striveth for the mastery is temperate in all things.  
g. Just like the darts of Rome’s enemies would extinguish when it struck the moistened shield of the soldier, so do the fiery darts of Satan when we hold up God’s Word to them! 
h. Our faith is in the body of truth found in the pages of scripture... Our children sing it best... “I stand alone on the Word of God, the B-I-B-L-E BIBLE! 
i. What stands between us and the attacks of the devil is the truth of the inspired, infallible Word of God.
j. If your faith feels weak, ask God to increase your faith. Mar 9:24  And straightway the father of the child cried out, and said with tears, Lord, I believe; help thou mine unbelief. Also... Luke 17:5  And the apostles said unto the Lord, Increase our faith.
k. Satan is called "the accuser of the brethren" (Rev. 12:10). When he hurls at us fiery darts of accusation and blame, or lies intended to bring doubt and fear, we are to raise up The Shield of Faith, God's Word used defensively, to protect us.
l. So, for us to “put on” or as the text verse tells us “taking the shield of faith” we would declare to God...

“GOD, TODAY I NOW TAKE THE SHIELD OF FAITH TO ME.  I BELIEVE YOUR WORD FROM ITS BEGINNING TO ITS END AND ALL ITS PROMISES. I WILL USE YOUR WORD TO DEFEND MYSELF AGAINST THE WILES OF THE DEVIL AND THE FIERY DARTS OF SATAN.”

Discuss:
1. What is unique to the Shield of Faith over any other piece of the Christian’s armor?
2. What is Faith’s foundation?
3. Describe what the fiery darts of Satan look like... what form do they come in? 
4. 2Pe 1:4  Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust. What are some of those promises that we can hold up to defend ourselves against Satan’s wicked darts? 
5. What did David do to be continually armed against Satan’s attacks in Psalm 119:11? 
6. What size did the disciple’s faith have to be in order for nothing to be impossible to them... even moving mountains? How would that relate to you being able to have victory over any temptation?
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