EQUIPPED FOR BATTLE

LESSON 7 | THE SWORD OF THE SPIRIT

Ephesians 6:10 – 18

Joh 1:1  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

MAIN IDEA: THE CHRISTIAN MUST ARM HIMSELF NOT JUST WITH A KNOWLEDGE OF THE WORD OF GOD BUT ALSO WITH THE DETERMINATION TO ACTUALLY UTILIZE AND LIVE OUT THE ESSENCE OF WHAT GOD’S WORD IS SAYING. GOD’S WORD NEEDS TO COME ALIVE IN US. 

Introduction:
· The detailed description of the armor (given in Eph. 6:14–17) may stem from Paul’s being tied to a Roman soldier while in prison awaiting trial ( Acts 28:16, 20). Imagine him writing this letter to the Ephesian church with a perfect view of what a soldier would wear to battle. 
· Previously we have discussed the first pieces of armor Paul taught about... “The Loins Girt About With Truth, The Breastplate of Righteousness, The Feet Shod With the Preparation of the Gospel of Peace, The Shield of Faith and then The Helmet of Salvation.” The next piece of armor Paul deals with today is “THE SWORD OF THE SPIRIT.” 
· Before we get into today’s armor we need to understand (be reminded) about some things concerning the Christian’s armor. 
· First, notice that this is a command of God’s. And if it’s a command, it requires obedience! “Be strong... put on...”
· Next, this armor is something that God has provided, or made available for us at salvation. 
· It’s not something we have to pray for. If God commands us to “take unto you” (vs. 13) it’s already available for the taking. We just need to be obedient to put it on. 
· This must be remembered as we go through each of these pieces: 
· 1.) Just as the Roman soldier’s armor protects and deals with a portion of one’s body, so does each piece of the Christian’s armor. A critical part of the Christian’s spiritual makeup is protected by each piece of armor.
· 2.) “Putting on the armor” is a declaration we make to God. It’s a commitment we make to God to live out the principles represented by each piece of armor. It’s a mindset that we adopt each day. 

NOTE: Remembering these two points will help as the Christian endeavors to understand this passage and as he prepares to “equip himself for battle.”

I. FIRST IT IS CALLED A SWORD
a. When the Romans were in hand to hand combat they didn’t use their long and broad four-foot sword known as the rhomphaia. They would resort to their shorter sword known as a machaira or it was also called the gladius, used (as you might guess) by the gladiators. 
b. This was a shorter sword approximately eighteen inches long with double edges. It was known as a cut and thrust sword. 
c. This is the one being referred to in Ephesians 6:17. It was both a defensive and an offensive weapon. It could be used to block the blows of an enemy’s sword and it could also be used to thrust at an enemy. 
d. A critical part of a soldiers training was in the use of their sword. An untrained soldier can easily have his sword knocked out of his hand or at best, lose his firm grip. This would make him most vulnerable on the battlefield. 
II. IN EPHESIANS THIS IS KNOWN AS THE SWORD OF THE SPIRIT
a. It’s the Sword of the Spirit because He is the author of it. 2Pe 1:21  For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.
b.  Joh 16:13  Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth:  
c. Notice the similarity of the sword to God’s Word in Heb 4:12  For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.
d. One edge could represent the word of the Old Testament law that convicts men of their sin and the other edge is the word of the gospel of the New Testament that saves men from their sin! 

III. THIS SWORD IS THE OFFENSIVE WEAPON OF THE CHRISTIAN’S ARMOR
Every piece of armor, up to this point, is used solely to defend a soldier in battle. But this piece of armor is the Christian’s offensive weapon. 
a. We are largely familiar with Christ’s temptation in the wilderness following His baptism. Most every one of us could tell how Christ was able to counter Satan’s temptations. With every temptation presented to Him, Christ always responded with three powerful words... “IT IS WRITTEN.” And every time it sent Satan retreating! 
b. If Jesus, the very Son of God, needed the written Word to fend off Satan’s attacks... friend, how much more do we as mortal humans need God’s Word in our Christian battles? It is imperative! 
c. It cannot be overstated how important it would be for every Christian to know his Bible. 2Ti 2:15  Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.
d. We must learn and memorize verses that pertain to the battles we face on a regular basis. Specific verses (truths) defeat specific temptations. 
e. King David knew he was prone to sin and consequently memorized portions of God’s Word to help prevent losing those battles. Psalm 119:11  Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee.
f. He had quoted earlier in the psalm... Psalm 119:9 Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way? by taking heed thereto according to thy word.
g. Not only do we need to memorize God’s Word, then it needs to be lived out in our lives. A sheathed sword is only a decoration, but a drawn sword becomes lethal. Many Christians are content to sit with king Saul and fret about the Goliaths in front of us. David grabbed his weapon and took down a giant! 
h. We must take the Word that is hidden in our hearts and consciously use them moment by moment to win spiritual battles and to take back territory we have either surrendered or lost in battles. 
i. We must remember what Christ told us. Mat 16:18  “...upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.”

So, for the Christian to “take the Sword of the Spirit” we could say something like this:

“GOD, TODAY I TAKE TO ME THE SWORD OF THE SPIRIT. I WILL GO FORWARD INTO BATTLE AS A GOOD SOLDIER OF JESUS CHRIST. I WILL USE GOD’S WORD TO ACCOMPLISH GOD’S PURPOSES AND TO DEFEAT THE ENEMY OF MY SOUL.” 

Discuss:
1. In what sense was the Holy Spirit the author of God’s Word? 
2. How would God’s Sword be used in a witnessing opportunity? What would it be doing to a lost man as it is used? 
3. Name some verses that could be used when in the hour of temptation. 
4. Is Bible memory alone sufficient to win our battles? 
5. What did Satan do with the Word of God to tempt Christ to sin.... to get Adam and Eve to sin. 
6. As homework, list the areas of your life where you are tempted most and find verses in the Bible that will give you victory in those areas.  
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