Teacher
Hillcrest Value Lessons
Community in Church
I Peter 1:22-25

Introduction:  One thing Peter makes clear to us in his letter called I Peter is that we who are believers in Jesus Christ (Christians) are strangers to this world.  He has and will yet remind us that we are not residents here in this life, but we are pilgrims; sojourners.  From the time we get saved until we leave by the undertaker or the uppertaker, we are like visitors in a foreign country.  The farther we go on our pilgrimage, and the more this world forsakes God, the more we ought to be glad to say and sing, “This world is not my home, I’m just a’ passin’ through.”  It is truly sad (convicting) that many of God’s people cannot stand the thought of living here without the world’s approval.
Being a stranger here isn’t bad; it’s good.  This world is marked for the judgment of God.  Who wants to be a part of that?  As a believer, our life is filled with hope.  
· We are elected by God; sanctified and made His by the blood of Jesus.
· We are heirs of an incorruptible and undefiled inheritance, reserved in heaven for us.  We are kept by God.
· We have hope in trials, that even trials work for our good, not harm.
· We have hope in Who is coming – Jesus!
Now as we look into the final verses of chapter one, we see yet further hope for the pilgrimage.  We see hope in our new family!

I.  V22a & V23  YOU MUST BE BORN AGAIN TO HAVE THIS NEW FAMILy
A. V22a & V23  These verses both refer to the same event, being born again or saved.
1.	V22a  Let me quote Edmond Hiebert: “Seeing ye have purified your souls looks back to a specific past experience that has a present result.  The cleansing took place at the time of the reader’s regeneration, and so they were in a state of being clean.”
2. V23a  “Being born again” or “having been born again.”  It is simply two ways of describing the same experience or event.
B. V22a & 23  A brief explanation of the birth that gives us a new family.
1. It is spiritual; having to do with the soul and not the flesh.
a. John 3:3-4  Nicodemus could not at first comprehend a spiritual birth, only a fleshly one.
b. John 3:6  Jesus said, “No, Nicodemus.  What is born of flesh remains flesh; but what is born of the Spirit is spiritual.”
c. So we conclude there is such a thing as a spiritual birth, and it is a must in order for a man to go to be with God.
2. When the sinner believes (V22a obeys the truth), the Word and Spirit produce new life.
a. John 3:14-18  Jesus’ words to Nicodemus prove it.
b. This is the spiritual birth that makes God your Father and you His child and all the rest of His children your family.
II.  V23-25  peter tells the difference between what is born of the flesh and what is born of the spirit
A. V24  What is born of the flesh does not last; it withers and falls away.
B. V23 & 25a  The Word of God and the life it gives live, abide, and endure forever.
1. God’s Word is not susceptible to decay; truth abides.
a.	All the efforts of Satan and the enemies of God have not affected God’s Word.
b.	All the subtle attempts like revisions and critics and rationalism, etc. have not affected the truth; the truth still stands.
c.	Men will change history books, but not God’s Word.  It is settled in heaven!
2. Therefore, the life that it gives (through the gospel) lasts forever.
a.	When you got saved, you were born again to spiritual life.  The Spirit of God and the Word of God came together to bring new life when you believed through the Spirit.
b.	Can you lose that life?  No!  The nature of it is eternal.
c. You can come to no other conclusion.

(Transition:  Being born again, we are born into a new family.  This is a family that is incorruptible and will last forever.  What is our attitude toward that family supposed to be?)

III.  V22  NOW WE HAVE A NEW FAMILY TO LOVE
A. God has given a natural love for brethren.
1. No one has to teach you to have affection and love for your fleshly brothers and sisters.  You may love them with unfeigned love; unforced; without pretense.
2. Now that you’re also family with others that are in Christ, do you feel a family tie or affection for the people of God?  Or are you faking it and just trying to fit in somewhere?
B.		V22a  See now, that you love one another fervently with a pure heart.
1. Love = Agape; the kind of love God gave us; the kind that loves in spite of flaws and faults.
2. Think on these words: I John 2:9-11, 3:14-15, & 4:20-21. 
3. To love fervently means to love with effort and striving.
4. To love with a pure heart means the motives are pure.







Conclusion:  There is no better Scripture on love to consider than I Corinthians 13. V4-7 show some very practical ways that godly love is manifested. Discuss practical applications together:  
· “Charity suffereth long, (___________________________________________________)
· Long suffering, endures mistreatment 
· and is kind; (_____________________________________________________________)
· Gracious
· charity envieth not; (______________________________________________________)
· not jealous
· charity vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up, (__________________________________)
· not prideful, better than others
· Doth not behave itself unseemly, (___________________________________________)
· inappropriate
· seeketh not her own, (_____________________________________________________)
· looks out for others, not self
· is not easily provoked, (____________________________________________________)
· not easily frustrated or angry
· thinketh no evil; (_________________________________________________________)
· gives the benefit of the doubt
· Rejoiceth not in iniquity, (__________________________________________________)
· Doesn’t look over sin
· but rejoiceth in the truth; (_________________________________________________)
· leads others to right
· Beareth all things, (_______________________________________________________)
· Willingly carries the burdens the come with love
· believeth all things, (______________________________________________________)
· Not skeptical
· hopeth all things, (________________________________________________________)
· able to trust good will come
· endureth all things.” (_____________________________________________________)
· lasts through the thick and thin



3

