Hillcrest 2023 Value Lessons
Teacher
Giving
Leviticus 22:17-22; 31-33

INTRODUCTION: In the Bible God talks about baptism in 40 verses, prayer in 275 verses, faith in 350 verses, and love in 650 verses. The Bible mentions finances, material possessions, and wealth in 2,350 verses. In fact, 15% of everything that Jesus said related to money and possessions. It’s mentioned 88 times in Matthew, 54 times in Mark, and 92 times in Luke. One preacher said, “Jesus taught these principles because He knew there was a fundamental connection between a person’s spiritual life and his attitudes and actions concerning money and possessions.”	
Though I know that we do not fall under the law and the offerings and sacrifices they gave, guidance about the priority of giving to God and the manner in which we give is found here and all throughout the Scripture.

(Transition: Considering this passage here in Leviticus, we see that the condition of the offering mattered.)

I. God was to be offered the best of the herd.
a. The directions from God were very clear.
i. “Ye shall offer at your own will a male without blemish…” (vs19)
ii. “…it shall be perfect to be accepted…” (vs 21)
b. This would not have been a thoughtless decision. 
i. It would take time and effort to find an animal without any blemishes. 
ii. It would also mean not keeping this food or source of income for themselves.
c. When considering what to give, God was to get first consideration.

What does it seem then would have been the tendency when choosing what to give in the offering?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________To keep the best for yourself, think about how much you could sell it for

(Transition: If the best was to be given to God, it makes sense that God says…)

II. Giving a flawed offering was not acceptable. 
a. An animal that was blemished in anyway could not be given.
i. “But whatsoever hath a blemish, that shall ye not offer: for it shall not be acceptable for you.” (vs20)
ii. “Blind, or broken, or maimed, or having a wen, or scurvy, or scabbed, ye shall not offer these unto the LORD…” (V22)
b. God knew that His people would be tempted to give an imperfect offering.
i. In Malachi chapter 1, Malachi confronts God’s people about bringing flawed offerings to the Lord.
1. “And if ye offer the blind for sacrifice, is it not evil? and if ye offer the lame and sick, is it not evil? offer it now unto thy governor; will he be pleased with thee, or accept thy person? saith the LORD of hosts.” (Malachi 1:8)
· “You wouldn’t do this to the governor,” he says. “You’d give him the best, and he would require the best. Why are you doing it to the Lord?”
2. “…and ye brought that which was torn, and the lame, and the sick; thus ye brought an offering: should I accept this of your hand? saith the LORD. But cursed be the deceiver, which hath in his flock a male, and voweth, and sacrificeth unto the LORD a corrupt thing…” (Malachi 1:13-14)
ii. Then Malachi, in chapter 3, proceeds to accuse them of stealing from God in their tithes and offerings. 
1. They must have been giving to God in some way.
2. But it clearly was not the best of their possessions.
GOD WAS NOT THE PRIORITY IN THEIR OFFERING, BUT AN AFTERTHOUGHT.
Why do you think it was so important that God be given the best of the flock?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________See NOTE below.
(NOTE: The reason is clearly laid out in our original passage: “Therefore shall ye keep my commandments, and do them: I am the LORD. Neither shall ye profane my holy name; but I will be hallowed among the children of Israel…” (v31 & 32). Even Malachi says something similar, “But cursed be the deceiver, which hath in his flock a male, and voweth, and sacrificeth unto the LORD a corrupt thing: for I am a great King, saith the LORD of hosts, and my name is dreadful among the heathen.” (Malachi 1:14)

(Transition: The point being…)

III. Giving to God should reflect His holiness and not profane His name.
a. When God’s people do not put God first in their giving, they are clouding His holiness.
b. When other possessions and expenditures take priority over God, they exalt those things above God.
c. This does not mean that there are not other important possessions or expenditures.
i. God knows what His children need to live and survive.
ii. Jesus Himself says, “Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed? (For after all these things do the Gentiles seek:) for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things. But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.” (Matthew 6:31-33)
iii. God just desires that His kingdom comes first. 

(Transition: The truth for us today…)
IV. God should take priority in our money. 
MAIN IDEA: WHEN WE GIVE, WE NEED TO GIVE OUR BEST AND NOT OUR LEFTOVERS.
What does this look like practically?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________Making giving a priority, not buying things you want as often
a. Biblical Examples
i. Jesus drew special attention to the woman who threw in two mites—all that she had. (Luke 21:1-4)
ii. Ananias and Sapphira were scolded, and ultimately lost their lives, because they gave God what was left over after they took what they wanted for themselves. And then they lied about it! (Acts 5:1-10)
FOR MOST IN AMERICA TODAY, GIVING IS NOT ABOUT ONE’S ABILITY, 
IT’S ABOUT ONE’S WILLINGNESS TO PRIORITIZE.
ILLUSTRATION: Dr. Martyn Lloyd-Jones tells the story of a farmer who reported happily to his wife that their best cow had given birth to twin calves, one red and one white. He said, “You know, I think we should dedicate one of these calves to the Lord. We’ll bring them up together, and when the time comes we’ll sell one and keep the proceeds and we’ll sell the other and give the proceeds to the Lord’s work.”
His wife asked him which one he was going to dedicate to the Lord’s work. “There’s no need to bother with that now,” he replied. “We’ll treat them both the same and when the time comes we’ll do as I say.” And off he went.
A few months later, the farmer came into the kitchen looking miserable and unhappy. When his wife asked what was wrong, he sadly said, “I have some bad news. The Lord’s calf died.” “But,” she said, “you had not decided which one was to be the Lord’s calf.” “Oh, yes,” he said, “I had always decided it was to be the white one and that’s the one that died. The Lord’s calf is dead.”
Lloyd-Jones observes, “It’s always the Lord’s calf that dies!”
b. Practical Thoughts
i. We need to set aside money for God in our budget before we add in other expenditures.
ii. If we first add up everything in our budget (needs and wants if we are being honest) and then give God what is left over, we are degrading the holiness of God.
1. Throwing a $20 bill every so often in the offering plate because that’s what you have is not making God a priority.
2. That instead prioritizes our own wants and gives God what we can after our desires have been fulfilled.

iii. We spend money on what we value. How much do you value God?
1. We often don’t have a problem purchasing a car part, buying home décor, getting new jewelry, or eating out (none of which are bad). Why? Because we value those things.
2. Are we as quick to give to God?
OUR GIVING REFLECTS WHAT WE THINK ABOUT GOD.
CONCLUSION: This lesson is not specifically about tithing, missions giving, or love offerings. This passage and thought simply reminds us that our giving reflects what we believe about God, and therefore we need to give our best to God. The question must be asked, does your giving reflect that the Lord is the priority in your life, or are you placing other possessions and expenses above Him? God deserves our best!
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