THE NAMES OF GOD

Lesson IV - “ADONAI”
Psalm 110:1

Introduction: We must bear in mind as we discuss these many names of God, that we are talking of He Who is One. Do not be intimidated by the, so called, Jehovah’s Witnesses who say we blaspheme because we call Him God, Lord, etc., rather than exclusively calling Him Jehovah. Further still, do not be intimidated by them with regard to His plurality. We must speak of Him and understand Him in a way consistent with how He has revealed Himself. He has revealed Himself as the one and only God, ELOHIM, and ELOHIM is a plural word. 
We understand then that there is one Godhead (or Divinity) and that in the Divinity there is plurality, revealed to us through Scripture as The Father, The Son, and The Holy Ghost! Glory to His Name! This lesson concerns the name of ADONAI. When we read the word LORD in Scripture, we know it is JEHOVAH and all that is involved in that name. But, when we read the word Lord we are reading the name ADONAI, which carries a different significance than JEHOVAH.
This lesson will follow this simple pattern. 
· Definition 
· Old Testament usage
· New Testament usage

I.

Psalm 110:1 Adonai defined and explained
A.
Psalm 110:1 JEHOVAH said to ADONAI.
1.
Follow the verse closely.
a. Who is writing?  David.
b. Whom did he say speaks? LORD; JEHOVAH.
c. To whom did Jehovah speak? Lord; ADONAI.
2.
Now David knew only one God, but he understood God to reveal Himself as plurality.
a. He understood that the promised Messiah, that would eventually come through his own lineage, would be King and Lord of all.

b. He said, there, that JEHOVAH, the self-existent, self-sufficient, righteous God of revelation, said something to his (David’s) ADONAI!

(Note: Psalm 110:1 is quoted also in Matthew 22:44 and Acts 2:34-35.)

B.
ADONAI defined.
1.
ADONAI= ownership; lordship, mastership.
2.
ADONAI means that our God, our Creator, is more than our Creator. He is owner and claims complete and unrestricted control and authority over His creation. He is master. Read Psalm 97:5.
3.
So David, in Psalm 110:1, says that whoever God sat at His right hand until all enemies are under His feet, is his master and owner. (The New Testament quotes leave no doubt he speaks of our Messiah, Jesus the Christ).
ii.
Adonai used in the old Testament
(ADONAI as understood by Abraham and Moses)

(Note: Given time, we could go also to the other prophets such as Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel and verify the facts by their usage of ADONAI; the truths we present here are consistent all through the Old Testament.)
A.
Genesis 15:1-2  Abraham knew JEHOVAH as ADONAI.
1.
In Genesis 15, Abraham is still childless through Sarah, though he had received God’s promise earlier. V2-3 states that Abraham thought perhaps Eliezer his steward or servant might count as a son and through him a son of promise would be born.
2.
V2&8  Abraham does not call God, JEHOVAH. He called Him ADONAI ELOHIM.
a. He is struggling with the fact of his childlessness, yet, acknowledges the ownership and control of ELOHIM by calling Him ADONAI.

b. Abraham was saying, “You own me God, and you are my ADONAI (master, controller, boss).”  Notice V6.
B.
Exodus 4:10-13 Moses knew JEHOVAH as ADONAI.
1.
JEHOVAH GOD is calling Moses to the unenviable task of liberating Israel from Egyptian bondage.
2.
In V10&13, Moses refers to JEHOVAH as ADONAI. It is acknowledging that God is owner and master and has rightful claim to control; it’s just that Moses wasn’t too thrilled with how God was exercising that control at this particular time.
3.
The point is, however, that the great prophet knew Him as ADONAI; owner and master.
C.
The idea is like a master owns a slave.
1.
Exodus 12:43-45 There were two kinds of slaves.
a. Exodus 4:44 The slave bought for money and owned by the master/owner.

b. Exodus 4:45 The one who is a hired servant and is considered a stranger to the house.

      2.        The slave owned by the master, V44, is circumcised as one of the family and may observe the Passover feast. The stranger, or hireling, may not eat.
      3.        The point is that to be owned as a slave of God or of the godly is a blessing.
a. There are family privileges, fellowship, and protection.

b. If you are not owned by the master, you are as an outsider.

      4.        Notice Genesis 15:1. God told Abraham that He (God) is both the shield (protector) and reward of Abraham.

a.
Abraham needed to learn to love God and be interested in God, not just for what God may give him, but for who God is.

b.
And we need to learn the same. To know God and be His very own possession is great reward.
III.

NEW TESTAMENT USAGE OF ADONAI (THE GREEK WORD IS KURIOS)
(ADONAI as understood by Paul.)

A.
Acts 9:3-6 Paul understood the lordship of Jesus.
1.
 Before this chapter, Paul had persecuted the churches, thinking he was serving God.
2.
But now on the Damascus Road, he readily acknowledges that this Jesus is master, owner, and possessed right to all control. From here on, He did as the master said.
B.
I Corinthians 6:19-20 We are not our own, but are bought with a price.
1.
If we are bought with a price, and we most certainly are (I Peter 1:18-19), then we are owned as a slave.
2.       Being bought and owned, we have a master; one who controls our life.
3.
In Paul’s letter, he repeatedly refers to himself as a servant of Jesus Christ, and that means a bond slave.
Conclusion: As bond slaves of Jesus, we have but one purpose: do the will of the master. We do not have a will. The decisions are made for us by the master; all we decide is whether to carry out His will or exercise rebellion against His rightful authority.
