THE NAMES OF GOD

Lesson XI – “JEHOVAH-SHALOM”

Judges 6:1-6, 22-24
Introduction: Perhaps it is evident that the lessons are pretty much after the same format.  In each lesson, we spend some time on definition, then we explain how the particular name of God relates to those with whom He has made covenant from the Old Testament. Finally we go to the New Testament and notice how Jehovah Jesus is the fulfillment of the particular name to the New Testament saint.  We will follow the same order in this lesson.
In this particular case, the name for God is given right in our text.  Sometimes we read only the definition of the name, as was the case with JEHOVAH-M’KADDESH and JEHOVAH-TSIDKENU and others.  In other cases, we have the transliteration of the Hebrew, such as JEHOVAH-JIREH (as it is in the English text) and JEHOVAH-SHALOM.

First, let’s get the definition of “shalom” and then see how it relates to this great Old Testament story, and finally how it relates to you and me.
I.

Jehovah-shalom defined
A.
First, the obvious: Shalom = peace.
1.
V23  The meaning is obvious from our text, and besides that many who are not necessarily Bible students know the meaning of “shalom”.  The angel says, “Peace unto thee,” and Gideon builds the altar and calls it JEHOVAH-SHALOM.  Anyone could guess the definition.
2.
JEHOVAH is peace!  This is the condensed and most accurate definition.
B.
But the definition is more far-reaching than it may seem.
1.
According to Strong’s Concordance (and others), the word “shalom” also carries the meaning of safe, well, happy, friendly, healthy, prosperity.
2.
Peace is more than a fuzzy feeling of contentment.  It has to do with a deep, inward, and abiding sense of rightness that is a result of a proper relationship to God.  In fact, there is no peace apart from a proper relationship with God! (More later.)
II.
Jehovah-shalom in the story of gideon
A.
V1-10  There was no peace in Israel.
1.
The Midianites made life miserable for Israel, according to V1-6.  They were not safe, well, happy, friendly, healthy, or prosperous.
2.
In V7-10, a prophet tells them why they have no peace.  V10  They were not right with God; that is the problem!
3.
 Now notice V6.  They did cry out to God and the merciful, covenant-making and keeping God (ELOHIM) responds to their cry.
B.
V11-24  The Lord chooses Gideon.
1.
Through a process, the angel of the LORD (V11) appears to Gideon.
2.
Gideon wants evidence that he has indeed heard from God, and receives the evidence.
3.
V22-24  Gideon is so overwhelmed that he builds the altar and calls it JEHOVAH-SHALOM.

C.
Why name the altar JEHOVAH-SHALOM?AHAH
(Note: Please follow carefully.  It is easy, apparently, to miss the point.  Many have.)
1.
Read V12-14.  This “Angel of the Lord” was THE LORD.  (The appearance is called a theophany; it means God appeared.)
2.
He tells Gideon that He is going to give them victory over Midian.  

3.
This means they can be well, safe, happy, friendly, healthy, and prosperous again!  Shalom!
4.
See V14-16 and notice carefully.


a.
V14  Who looked at Gideon?  JEHOVAH!


b.
“Go in this thy might.”  Who is his might?  JEHOVAH!


c.
“V16  “I will be with thee.”

5.
V22-24  Convinced that it is so, Gideon builds the altar and says by it, “JEHOVAH is our peace!”


a.
He did not say, “JEHOVAH gives peace” but “JEHOVAH is our peace.”


b.
To have Him as LORD is to have peace.

III.

JEHOVAH-JESUS-SHALOM!
A.
Isaiah 9:6 and Luke 2:7-14  Jesus is the Prince of Peace.  
1.
His name is Prince of Peace.
2.
The angels praised God for the presence of SHALOM on earth; Jesus is peace personified, the same as He is grace, mercy, and truth personified.
B.
Ephesians 2:13-19  Christ Jesus is our peace.
1.
You must conclude that in Jesus Christ we have our wellness, safety, happiness, friendship with God, spiritual health, spiritual prosperity.


2.
Read Romans 5:1  Peace with God through Christ.
Conclusion: Jesus, who is our peace, ascended back to the right hand of the Father over 1,900 years ago, physically and bodily.  So He is there and we are here; here in this world of chaos, sin, and confusion.  What about peace?  Read John 14:27.  He who is our peace, left us peace.  Oh glory!  Look at John 14:26;  The Father who gave His Son into the world has given the Comforter, the Holy Ghost, to live in us.  He is our peace!  JEHOVAH-SHALOM!
