THE NAMES OF GOD

Lesson XIII – “EL-ELYON”

Genesis 14:17-24
Introduction: In our brief reading, you surely noticed that four times reference is made to “THE MOST HIGH GOD.”  This is the first time in Scripture that JEHOVAH-ELOHIM is referred to as “THE MOST HIGH GOD.” 
The Hebrew words, and therefore the Hebrew name, is EL-ELYON.  Remember that EL is the term for God that denotes His might and His power.  EL means “strong”!  ELYON is the superlative of EL; it means the strongest or the mightiest.  So, EL-ELYON actually means the strongest of the strong, or the greatest of the great, etc.  Our English translation simply and correctly states that God is THE MOST HIGH GOD.
But please notice carefully.  There is but one God!  It cannot mean that there are many or even another JEHOVAH-ELOHIM, and God is the greatest of them.  No! It is not like in our world of entertainment, for example.  There are many basketball stars, and Michael Jordan shines the brightest.  Or like there have been many movie stars, and John Wayne the brightest, etc.  It is not as though there are many Gods and our God just happens to be the strongest.  However, there are many “gods.”  They are manmade and their might and power is in the minds of men, whereas God’s power and might is actual.  He is THE MOST HIGH GOD; EL-ELOYON!
I.

GENESIS 14:17-24  THE STORY BEHIND THE FIRST USE OF EL-ELYON
A.
Abraham had just defeated five kings and taken spoil.
1.
Five kings had defeated the King of Sodom and taken captives and spoil, Abraham’s nephew Lot included.
2.
Abraham defeats them and frees the captives and the goods.
B.
V18-22  He is then met by the priest of the most High God, Melchizedek.
1.
V19  He uses a name Abraham had not heard before: EL-ELYON, “possessor of heaven and earth.”
a.
Notice V19 and what Melchizedek says of EL-ELYON, “possessor of heaven and earth.”
b.
He says that EL-ELYON owns everything as His possession.
2.
V20 Melchizedek makes it clear that Abraham had victory due to the deliverance given by EL-ELYON.  In other words, the victory was not due to the military powers of Abraham, but the might of the Highest God; EL-ELYON.
3.
V21  The king of Sodom is so glad, he tells Abraham to just keep the spoil and give the people back to Sodom.

4.
V22-24  Abraham answers, “Are you kidding?  None of this is mine.  I believe in the Most High God and that everything in heaven and earth is His possession.”

Note 1: So Abraham gave up the opportunity for great wealth and totally trusted THE MOST HIGH GOD.  Did he give up much?  See Genesis 15:1; EL-ELYON says that He Himself was Abraham’s shield and great reward.

Note 2:  This then is the first mention of EL-ELYON and tells us that He is the strongest of the strong and that all is His rightful possession.

II.
have you ever considered the folly of resisting el-elyon?
A.
Isaiah 14:12-17  The first sin was open rebellion against EL-ELYON.
1.
V4  This is a prophecy against the king of Babylon.  (More later on him.) In other words, the action of the king of Babylon is but an earthly demonstration of a greater rebellion that took place in heaven involving Lucifer.
2.
V13-14  Lucifer did not want the authority of EL; God: ELOHIM; the mighty and powerful God.


a.
So read the verses and see the folly.



b.
“I will dethrone the Most High (ELYON).”



c.
Stop!  What does ELYON mean?  The strongest!

d.
So we ask Lucifer, “Who is God?”  He says, “ELOHIM.” (V13)  We ask how he proposes to become master and God.  He answers that he will ascend above (V14) the Highest (ELYON).  

e.
Wow!  If He is ELYON (the greatest and strongest), that means that Lucifer is not … Hey, they can’t both be ELYON!  And Lucifer called Him the Highest. 

f.
What absurdity and what foolish action are brought on by selfish pride.

3.
V15-16  God resists the proud and gives grace to the humble.

B.
Daniel 4:24-37  Nebuchadnezzar was humbled by EL-ELYON.
1.
In V1-23, Nebuchadnezzar had a very troubling dream and called for Daniel.  Daniel, also troubled, tells him what the dream was.
2.
V24-27  Daniel tells him the bad news interpretation.
a.
V25-26  tell why this thing will happen to Nebuchadnezzar: That he may know that he and his idol gods are not the highest.  There is a God who is the Highest, and Nebuchadnezzar must learn the hard way.

b.
Actually, it is a reminder.  In 3:26, he found that Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were servants of EL-ELYON.

3.
V28-33  Nebuchadnezzar is taught by and about EL-ELYON.
4.
V34-37  It sounds like he got the point.

C.
Do we truly understand what we are doing when we resist God and His will for us?
1.
In pride, we put ourselves against or above EL-ELYON.
2.
May I ask what sort of sense that makes?  

3.
If He is the strongest of the strong, are we really capable of going against Him with success?
4.
How dare we sit in church and agree theologically that He is EL-ELYON, and then by resisting His will practically insist that we are stronger or higher!!
Conclusion: I will stop right here, although we could go to the Psalms in many places where He is called EL-ELYON.  We could go to Luke 1 and see where Jesus is EL-ELYON, and of course this I understand.  My point, however, is simple.  Is there any area of our life that is lived against Him?  Is there an area of rebellion or pride of resisting His working in our life?  “If” He is EL-ELYON, you and I are not.  What kind of sense does it make to resist His bidding for our lives?
