THE NAMES OF GOD

Lesson XII – “JEHOVAH-SHAMMAH”

Ezekiel 48:30-35
Introduction: The longer we go in the series, the more I appreciate JEHOVAH-ELOHIM.  He is the Self-Existent, High and Holy, Righteous Creator, Covenant-Making and Covenant-Keeping God who is GOD!  The Psalmist said, “Let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of Him!” (Psalm 33:8)  Amen!
And what is so incredible and wonderful is that He is JEHOVAH-JIREH.  He is JEHOVAH-ROPHE.  He is JEHOVAH-NISSI and JEHOVAH-TSIDKENU and JEHOVAH ROHI.  Yes, this great and awesome Creator God is sensitive to the needs of His creation, and in mercy and grace condescends to meet us at the point of our need.

Oh, how we need the presence of God!  In this name we now consider, we are assured that all who have a heart for God’s presence may know God’s presence. He is JEHOVAH-SHAMMAH.
I.

EZEKIEL 48:35  THE DEFINITION AND THE SETTING
A.
V35  The last four words define JEHOVAH-SHAMMAH.
1.
LORD = JEHOVAH.
2.
There – The Hebrew word is “shammah.”  JEHOVAH is there!
B.
How it is used in Ezekiel’s prophecy.
1.
Ezekiel is the prophet to the captives of Babylon.  His nation of Judah has been in Babylonian captivity for, perhaps, 25 years.
2.
Ezekiel’s task was a bitter-sweet situation.
a.
Bitter – He was to remind them their sins against God brought about their captivity.  The Jews had turned to Baal worship, wizardry, sorcery, astrology, and witchcraft, etc.  Ezekiel tells them that these very sins caused God to turn them over to Babylon.  (Ezekiel 8 is one place this is clear.)

b.
Sweet – At the end of the prophecy (Ezekiel 48), he is telling them that there will be a new Jerusalem and a new temple and that the future recovery will exceed in glory anything Israel had ever known in her glorious past.  And, (V35), the best part is the name of the city will be JEHOVAH-SHAMMAH, the LORD is there!

C.
Ezekiel tells them in descriptive terms what happened to their temple and their city.

1.
You remember that when Solomon dedicated the temple and prayed, the glory of God filled the place so that the priests could not enter.
2.
In I Kings 8:27, Solomon marveled that God would dwell on earth.  But in II Chronicles 7:1, Solomon prayed over the temple and the fire of God fell and the glory of God filled the temple.  So there upon the ark between the cherubim, the Lord made His presence known: JEHOVAH-SHAMMAH.

3.
Now notice what happens more than 350 years later in Ezekiel.


a.
Ezekiel 9:3  The presence of the Lord departed from between the cherubim.


b.
Ezekiel 10:18-19 The presence of the Lord left the temple.

c.
Ezekiel 11:22-23  Judah and Jerusalem lost God’s presence.
4.
So Judah is gone into captivity and only the poorest of Judah are left in the land, and JEHOVAH is not there in the same manner He had previously made His presence known.
D.
Ezekiel 48 is a prophecy of a future restoration and the presence of Jehovah!

1.
It should be stated that Ezekiel’s prophecy is yet to be fulfilled, but will know an actual and literal fulfillment.

2.
The city will be called JEHOVAH-SHAMMAH.

II.
jesus is Jehovah-shammah
A.
Matthew 1:21-23  Jesus is Emmanuel.
1.
When the shepherds left their flocks and went into Bethlehem, they could have said, “JEHOVAH-SHAMMAH!  The LORD is there!”
2.
John the Baptist in John 1 pointed to Jesus and said, “Behold the Lamb of God …” but he could have said, “JEHOVAH-SHAMMAH!”
B.
Jesus wants us to know His presence.
1.
Matthew 11:28  “Come unto Me all ye that labor and are heavy laden …”
2.
John 14:1-3  Jesus desires us to be with Him.
3.
John 17:24  Jesus prayed to the Father that we may be with Him where He is.

4.
Matthew 28:18-20  Jesus said He is with us to the end of the age.

C.
“Jesus is there” in the hard places of life.AHAH
1.
Moses met Him “there” in the backside of the desert.
2.
The three Hebrews found Him to be “there” in the midst of the burning fiery furnace, and Daniel the same in the lion’s den.  

3.
Stephen found Him to be “there” when his life was being beaten out by stones.
4.
And many could testify that in the hard trials of life we have found that the name is a wonderful name: JEHOVAH-SHAMMAH.

Conclusion: Yes, JEHOVAH-SHAMMAH continues to be “there” by the Holy Spirit of God, our Comforter.  Read I Corinthians 6:14-18.
