THE NAMES OF GOD
Lesson II – “JEHOVAH”

Isaiah 12:1-6

Introduction: Let’s say for example that you go to church at the same place for five years.  You attend regularly and speak to the pastor or another member on a regular basis.  After five years, they call you the wrong name, or they never made it their business to learn your name.  Would that at all disturb you?  Whether you make a big deal of it or not, inwardly that would be troubling.  All of us have experienced this very thing to some degree or another.

Now, we are primarily concerned with the name(s) of God.  He has many names.  The longer we know Him in salvation, the more familiar we ought to be with His names.  His names tell us something of His character and His nature.  And the more we know about His nature, the more intelligently we may worship Him and appeal to Him in prayer.


We learned in the last lesson that the name ELOHIM means the God of might and power; of power to create and keep covenant; the God who is plural, yet one; one in unity.  He is of power to save and give order and purpose to our lives.  He has allowed us to enter into a covenant with Him, and the fulfilling of the covenant depends upon His power, not ours.  Our Creator loves us and has called us to Himself through His Son Jesus, by the convicting power of His Holy Spirit.


The most prominent name for God in Scripture is JEHOVAH.  While ELOHIM is first and is used 2,570 times, JEHOVAH is used 6,823 times in the Bible.  
I.
jehovah: definition and clarification
A.

Exodus 3:11-16   JEHOVAH defined.

1.
JEHOVAH comes from the Hebrew word Havah, a verb.

2.
Havah = to be; being.


a.
It means God is being.


b.
It means He is what He is.

3.
To simplify this, it means that God is self-existent.  


a.
He has His being or existence within Himself.


b.
God is dependent upon nothing and no one to be what He is.

4.
Exodus 3:13-14  God told Moses to tell Israel that he was sent by “I AM THAT I AM.”  “I AM” hath sent Moses to Israel.

a.
Only the Self-Existent One could say “I AM” and stop there.


b.
All of us must qualify ourselves when we say “I am” by adding “I am a creation of ELOHIM and am utterly dependent upon Him for my existence.”

(Note: This shows the folly of Lucifer in Isaiah 14 when he said, “I will be like the most High.”  What?!  One who is not self-existent be like the One who is self-existent, by self-effort?  I think not!  ELOHIM is called JEHOVAH because He is being in and of Himself, while the existence of all else depends upon Him.  Acts 17:25-28.)
B.

JEHOVAH: Some clarification.
(Note: Pay particular attention to the use of the lower case and capital letters in the Bible.  Whether or not it is written in caps or lower case makes a great deal of difference in meaning.)
1.
God = “ELOHIM”, GOD = “JEHOVAH”
2.
Lord = “ADONAI” (Master), LORD = “JEHOVAH”
3.
Lord GOD = “ADONAI JEHOVAH”, LORD God = “JEHOVAH ELOHIM”
 4.
So as you read and study your Bible, pay attention to the letters and you will better understand what God is saying to you.

5.
Now let’s try to understand what we are to learn from the names of the Self-Existent One.
II.
 three truths scripture reveals of jehovah

A.

 JEHOVAH concerns Himself with revelation.

1.
Exodus 3:14-16 & 6:2-3  A new revelation to Moses and Israel.


a.
The patriarchs knew Him only as ELOHIM, the Creator and Covenant-Making 


God.


b.
Now God reveals more of Himself to Moses and Israel, by the name JEHOVAH, 


the One who of Himself, is; the Eternal, Self-Existent One.
2.
Jeremiah 1:1-16  The LORD (JEHOVAH) is the One that put His words in the mouth of the prophets.
3.
JEHOVAH, the One who IS, gives special revelation, else we would be totally ignorant of Him and His will and expectations.

B.

Leviticus 11:43-44  JEHOVAH has revealed Himself as holy.

1.
V44  JEHOVAH is HOLY!

a.
To be holy is to be separated from everything that is unclean; from all sin and 


moral impurity.  We are to be holy people.


b.
God is separate; apart; other than; holy.


c.
If we were called upon to describe the essential nature of God in one word, it 


would not be power, love, majesty, etc., etc. …but HOLY.


d.
ELOHIM does not speak to us of holiness; JEHOVAH does!
2.
The wrath and indignation of JEHOVAH is due to His utter and absolute holiness.

a.
He is not of a nature that He can look upon sin.


b.
Isaiah 6:1-3  The seraphim continually declare His holiness.

(Note: Sadly, people gasp and nearly faint when they hear of the indignation and wrath and judgment of God.  What they need to know is that JEHOVAH is pure and free from any defilement and uncleanness.  Wrath is only the natural response from He who is utterly holy.)
C.
Deuteronomy 6:13-14 & Psalm 11:7  JEHOVAH loves righteousness.

(Note:  Follow closely.  We are talking about the LORD God (JEHOVAH ELOHIM), who is one God, but His various names reveal the characteristics of His person.)

1.
ELOHIM loves His creation and nothing changes that.  He made a covenant with His creation.  Before the flood, He grieved due to sin, and grief is a response of love.

2.
But JEHOVAH, the Holy God, responds with special love and favor to righteousness, the same as He responds in displeasure to unrighteousness.

3.
“Oh, but I thought His love was unconditional!”  Indeed it is!  But just as we love our children, we respond in love differently toward the obedient than the disobedient.  “Whom the Lord loveth, He chasteneth,” and to the obedient He responds with favor and blessings.  He loves righteousness, and is grieved with unrighteousness and cannot but respond.
Conclusion:  Hebrews 1:1-3  Jesus Christ is the image of JEHOVAH expressed!  He is the expression of JEHOVAH.  To love Him is to love holiness and pursue a holy life, which incurs favor and blessing, while a sinful life cannot but bring indignation.
