THE NAMES OF GOD

Lesson VIII – “JEHOVAH-M’KADDESH”

Leviticus 20:1-8
Introduction: We are dealing with the compound names of God.  Thus far we have discussed:
· JEHOVAH-JIREH, which means the LORD sees and provides;

· JEHOVAH-ROPHE, which means the LORD who heals;

· JEHOVAH-NISSI, which means the LORD is our Banner of Victory.

What we learn from the compound names is this: The LORD meets man at the point of our need.  He must!  We cannot lift ourselves up to Him.  If He does not condescend to meet us at the point of our need, then there is no hope of our need being met.  Think about it.  What is the human need that does not require the involvement of God?  There is none!  So, in the Bible, God reveals Himself to us as “the need-meeting God” by various names.

At the same time, I must be quick to point out that God does not exist to meet our needs.  We exist to bring glory to God and to be in fellowship with Him, both of which are impossible if He is not to us, JEHOVAH-JIREH, JEHOVAH-ROPHE, JEHOVAH-NISSI, JEHOVAH-M’KADDESH and more.  What a wonderful God!
I.

Jehovah-m’kaddesh – the meaning and how it relates to god himself
A.
Leviticus 20:1-8  The definition is in the text without the name.
1.
Obviously, in V1-6, God is expressing through Moses to Israel that He expects them to be different than the heathen who previously occupied the land of Canaan.
2.
They are not to follow the heathen practices such as idolatry, offering babies to idols, witchcraft, etc.
3.
V7-8  God says He expects them to be sanctified in their living.  Sanctified = set apart; separated; made holy.
4.
V8b  Here is JEHOVAH-M’KADDESH.


a.

LORD = JEHOVAH.


b.

“Which sanctify you” would be expressed by the Hebrew words M’KADDESH.  


c.

He is the Lord who sanctifies.
B.
Isaiah 44:6, 45:21, 57:15  First, understand that God Himself is sanctified.

1.
It means He is apart and separate from all that is called god.
2.
He alone is God!
3.
So, M’KADDESH means set apart; holy; separated; sanctified.
(Note: The most fundamental fact of God’s character, that which most nearly describes God, is that He is holy (sanctified).  But understanding that truth is only the beginning.  We must understand also that He is the sanctifier (Isaiah 6:1-5).)
II.
Jehovah-m’kaddesh – what he sanctifies
(Note: This is just a brief little sketch that gives the idea; it is not comprehensive.)
A.
He sanctifies days and times.

1.
Leviticus 25:10  The fiftieth year was to be hallowed, or set apart.  Land was to be returned to owners, there was not to be planting or reaping; it was to be sanctified.  God Himself sanctified the year of Jubilee.
2.
To the Jew, each year the Passover Feast, the Feast of Pentecost, and the Feast of Tabernacles were to be holy days, as well as the weekly Sabbath.
B.
He sanctifies places and things.
1.
In Joshua 6, the gold and silver and riches of Jericho were sanctified by God, to God.
2.
The entire land of Canaan was separated unto God.
3.
I Kings 9:3  God hallowed the temple built by Solomon.

4.
We could go on and on.
C.
He sanctifies people for specific purposes.

1.
Leviticus 20:26  He made holy the people of Israel as a nation, as well as other people within the nation, such as priests of the tribe of Levi.

2.
Jeremiah 1:5  God sanctified Jeremiah to be a prophet to the nations.  

3.
It is clear that JEHOVAH-M’KADDESH is the LORD who sanctifies.
III.

BELIEVERS ARE PRESENTLY SANCTIFIED AND BEING SANCTIFIED
A.
I Corinthians 1:2 & 6:9-11  Believers are positionally sanctified.
1.
When we got saved, God set us apart and placed in us His Holy Ghost and placed us in Christ.
2.
Positionally, we are set apart unto God (sanctified) as much as we can be or ever shall be.
3.
To be saved is to be sanctified or set apart unto God and there are no degrees to our position.  We are either saved, or not!
B.
II Corinthians 6:14-7:1, I Thessalonians 4:3, & I Peter 1:14-16  God calls us to greater degrees of separation.
1.
I Peter 1:14-16  “Be ye holy, for I am holy.”  The tense in the Greek text means that we are to be being holy on an ongoing basis.  “Be ye being holy.”


2.
Has anyone arrived already, to the degree of holiness that you cannot be more holy?  Of course not.  So there you have the meaning.
Conclusion: JEHOVAH-M’KADDESH (Jesus) has prayed for our sanctification on the practical level.  Read John 17:14-19.
