THE NAMES OF GOD

Lesson XVI – “QANNA”
(pronounced Kaw-naw’)
Exodus 20:1-6 & 34:10-17
Introduction: Just recently, a lady sports fan expressed her despondency to a local sportscaster in Philadelphia.  The radio sportscaster sent her roses, all in jest and for public relations, to cheer her up.  The lady’s husband came home, found the source of the roses, and in a jealous rage, stabbed his wife to death.  God is jealous; but not with that kind of jealousy!  If He possessed that kind of jealousy, none of us would be here to discuss this lesson, because we would all have been “stabbed to death” by now!
Unfortunately, folks who do not have a heart to know God, hear of the jealousy of God and think of the kind of jealousy illustrated in the story.  Not of God is not “that kind” of jealous, then we need to make it our business to know “what kind” jealous He is, because the Scripture is clear: “For the LORD (JEHOVAH), whose name is JEALOUS, is a jealous God.” (Exodus 34:14)
I.

definition
A.
“Jealous” comes from the Hebrew word qanna.
1.
It has to do with zeal, in the sense of envy.
2.
I I Kings 19, Elijah ran from Queen Jezebel and hid.  When God spoke to him, he said he was very jealous for Go, because Israel had broken down God’s altars and forsaken God’s laws and killed God’s prophets.
3.
Elijah’s zeal and jealousy were for the Lord, not defending himself or considering himself to be the one offended.  He was all stirred up because God was offended.

B.
JEHOVAH QANNA is zealous also.
1.
Please understand; this is not the same as the insecure, egotistical jealousy most often manifested by man.
2.
But even man exercises a wholesome jealousy in human relationships.  Illustration: A man sees the wife he loves being enticed and manipulated by another man.  He begins to see his wife fall for the evil advance.  Should the husband be silent so as not to appear jealous?  Or would he not move with zeal, seeing that his wife is about to be used and hurt by a womanizer?
II.
follow the logic of scripture with regard to jehovah qanna
(Note:  Re-read Exodus 20:3-5 and 34:13-14.)
A.
God is QADOWSH-IYSH, “Holy One.”
1.
God is the Holy how many? One!
2.
There is one God and God is one; The Holy One.


a.
If He is the One, then we must conclude there is not another.



b.
JEHOVAH is God, and He is alone in His being; there is not another, period.



c.
He is ELOHIM; the Creator God who makes covenant with His creation.
B.
God is Truth!
1.
God who is One is Truth!
2.
Please follow; when God sees His creation ignore Him for affection of another, what does that mean?  It means God’s creation turns to a lie, because there is not another god! He is the Holy One; the Only One!
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Exodus 20:3-5 & 34:14  To bow down and worship “another” god would be to bow down and worship a lie, because there is no other!
4.
So you see, God does not need you and me; He is who and what He is regardless of our behavior.  But we are His creation and the object of His love. And to see the creation He loves reject Him to pursue that which is not and is only a lie, must arouse an emotion in Him, and it is called QANNA.  JEHOVAH is jealous.
5.
For GOD to see His creation pursue a lie, with no response from Him, would cast serious question on His love.  It is a holy jealousy.

III.
IS GOD YET PROVOKED TO JEALOUSY?
A.
Deuteronomy 32:16 & 21   The verses clearly state what it takes to provoke God to jealousy.
1.
It is giving devotion to vanity.  Devotion belongs to God.


2.
God had loved Israel, made covenant with them, protected and fed and nourished and blessed them, and they chose to worship images, groves, trees, stars, and other of God’s creation which are not God.
B.
If men still give worship and affection that belongs to God to vanity, then yes, God is provoked to jealousy.
1.
It is His name!  QANNA.

2.
While graven images and groves of trees and idols may not be stealing our affections, other forms of vanity may, and God is jealous.

CONCLUSION:   The most reasonable thing to be though of is to love God with all our hearts and not provoke His jealousy.
