THE NAMES OF GOD

Lesson VII – “JEHOVAH-NISSI (Nis’-i)”
Exodus 17:8-16
Introduction: The names covered thus far are as follows:
· ELOHIM – Translated God over 2,700 times and means the Creator God with power to make and keep covenants.

· JEHOVAH – Translated LORD or GOD over 6,000 times and means the Self-Existent One who loves righteousness and judges unrighteousness.

· EL-SHADDAI – The Almighty who supplies and pours out to the needs of His creation.

· ADONAI – Owner; Master, Lord; unrestricted authority and control over His creation.

· JEHOVAH-JIREH – The LORD who sees and foresees and who provides for the need He sees.

· JEHOVAH-ROPHE – The GOD who heals.

In this lesson, we are introduced to yet another compound name for God that tells us something wonderful about His character and what He is to all who believe Him and love Him.  He is JEHOVAH-NISSI.  The definition is very simple.  It means “The LORD is our Banner of Victory.”

We will gain appreciation for this name as we grasp the historical and geographical setting, as well as the spiritual application.
I.
Exodus 17:8  the geographical and historical picture
A.
In relation to time.
1.
The Jews are only weeks into their wilderness journey after their miraculous deliverance from Egypt through the Red Sea on dry ground.
2.
During this short time, they have experienced the bitter waters of Marah made sweet, the miraculous provision of bread from heaven, and the miraculous provision of abundance of water from a rock.
3.
In only a matter of weeks, they have seen one miracle after another from God, as He tended to the needs of 2 million or more people trekking through the desert wilderness.

B.
In relation to geography.

1.
The Israelites went south into the Sinai Peninsula, deeper and farther into unknown territories.
2.
This means they were going in the opposite direction of the promised Canaan land, as God saw fit to prove and prepare them.

C.
V8  Then came Amalek and fought with Israel.

1.
Now, get the picture.


a.
Pharaoh’s army had been destroyed by the Red Sea water.



b.
The Israelites were fed miraculously with water and bread daily.

c.
The cloud of God was leading them by day and the pillar of fire of God by night, and they had Moses and Aaron in the lead.


(Note: Were they overconfident; perhaps feeling invincible and self-sufficient and proud?  It is possible.)

2.
So God allows Amalek to come against His sojourning people.  Who is Amalek?
a.
Amalek was a grandson of Esau, who was himself profane and produced a line of anti-spiritual and profane families.

b.
The Amalekites were a nomadic band of bandits and renegades.  They preyed off trade traffic between Egypt and Palestine.

c.
These descendents of Esau had natural hostility toward these descendents of Jacob (Israel) and saw them as defenseless, helpless, and easy prey.

d.
Remember, the Jews came out of Egypt with much wealth they had “borrowed” from the Egyptians.

3.
In Deuteronomy 25:17-19, Moses reminds Israel of the cowardice of Amalek in attacking at the rear where were the aged, sick, and the women with the little ones.  Israel just came out of slavery; they were not a trained army.
II. Exodus 17:9-16  the fight and jehovah-nissi
A.
V9  The battle plan.

1.
Joshua is to get the fighting men ready to go against Amalek.
2.
Moses will take the rod of God and go to the top of the hill where he can observe the scene.
B.
V10-13  The battle is fought and won by Israel.
1.
Joshua and his troops must have fought valiantly.
2.
The battle was a see-saw affair; Israel would gain and then lose advantage.
3.
They would gain as Moses held the rod of God high, and they would fail when he could not longer hold it high.

4.
So Aaron got on one side and Hur on the other and held Moses’ arms up until Amalek was defeated!  What a day!
C.
V14-16  God wanted Israel to learn from this great occasion.

1.
Notice V16.  This was the first, but by no means the last war with Amalek and their enemies.  Therefore, for future reference, Moses was to write this down and teach it well to the future leader, Joshua (V14a).  There were to be many more conflicts ahead.
2.
V15  Moses built and named a special altar for the occasion: JEHOVAH-NISSI, the LORD is our Banner of Victory.



a.
A banner was not always as we think of it today, like a flag waving in the wind.

b.
A banner was often a rod or pole with a bright, shining emblem that would shine in the light and remind the troops of the cause.  The word NISSI means to gleam, or shine, or be conspicuous.  

3.
So was Moses’ rod the banner?
a.
This rod was used in the plagues of Egypt; it was held over the waters and they parted; it smote the rock for water; this rod represented the cause of God and the presence of God.


b.
Was this rod their banner?  No!


c.
Not the rod, but JEHOVAH Himself is the Cause and the Victor!


d.
Do not worship what and who God used.  Worship God! 

e.
He alone could give victory, and He is the cause for which they engaged in conflict.
III.

WONDERFUL PRESENT DAY APPLICATION
A.
Exodus 17:16  While in this life, we believers must expect conflict after conflict.
1.
Ephesians 6  We are in spiritual warfare.
2.
Our enemies are clearly defined.


a.
Our own sinful nature, the flesh.



b.
The world system that is contrary to God.



c.
The devil himself.

3.
This conflict will continue until we die or Jesus comes again.
B.
Philippians 4:13  Jesus (JEHOVAH-NISSI) is our Banner of Victory.
1.
Romans 6 & 7 teach that our flesh is weak and vulnerable, and only in Christ can we have victory over sin.


2.
I John teaches that the whole world lies in wickedness and continually pressures the believer to conform, but “greater is He that is in you than he that is in the world” (I John 4:4).


3.
I Peter 5:8  Our adversary the devil is too strong for us by ourselves, but Jesus has already conquered the devil (Matthew 4) and He is our Banner of Victory.
Conclusion: When you are attacked by temptation or by the adversary and you feel the frustration of your own weakness, just remember Moses holding up that rod and remember that Jesus was lifted up in the same manner (John 3:14).  As we look to Him, we have victory.  He is our Banner of Victory.

