THE NAMES OF GOD
Lesson I – “ELOHIM”

Genesis 1:1-5

Introduction: Have you ever considered the difficulty in having a name for the One True and Living God?  It is especially interesting when considering that our chief source for rule and practice and the source book for our faith, the Bible, presents to us the idea that names very often tell us of a person’s character or particular traits.  This is especially true in the Old Testament.

Think about it: Some of our Old Testament heroes were people of many talents and abilities, as Moses, David, and Solomon.  How could their many traits be summed up in one name?  Now think of the same thing in relation to God!  How are we to know what we can know of God by one name?  We cannot!  Therefore, God is presented to us in His own Word by a number of names in the Hebrew language that tell us of the character and attributes of God.  These names are significant!  I did not say they were significant (though they were), but they are and continue to be significant, to the child of God especially.


What better place to begin than the first sentence of the Bible, the beginning of God’s own revelation of Himself.
I.
genesis 1:1  in the beginning, elohim
A.
Some facts about the use of the name ELOHIM.
1.
It is used 32 times in Genesis 1.
2.
It is used 2,570 times in the Old Testament.
3.
The importance of understanding the name, obviously, lies partly in the fact that it is used for the first mention of God in His Word.

B.
The meaning of the word ELOHIM.

1.
ELOHIM = the mighty and powerful Creator.
2.
The name speaks of the One True God, who is of such might, power, and sovereign ability that He by Himself brought into existence all that is.

3.
From Genesis 1:1-2:4, the word ELOHIM is used 35 times for God, who is responsible for all creation.

4.
Hebrews 11:3 “Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that things which are seen were not made of things which do appear.”
(Note: We should not just assent that we believe this because as fundamental Baptists we have always taught this.  We should meditate upon the fact that a God so awesome and powerful but spoke, and it was so.  That, my friend, is sovereign power.)
5.
Deuteronomy 10:17 & Isaiah 45:5,22 We have nothing and no one with which we may compare such power.

6.
What does God want us to know about Him?  By 2,570 usages of ELOHIM, He surely wants us to be aware of His might and power as our Creator God!

C.
Further meaning of ELOHIM.

1.
ELOHIM = of such might and strength to keep covenants and promises.
2.
Question: Did you ever, even with the most sincere and pure intentions, make a promise that you did not or could not keep?  Of course; we all have.  We may have not kept it because we lacked the ability to keep it.  We were not of strength to carry it out.
3.
God has never, nor will He ever, have that problem!  He cannot!
a.
Genesis 6:18  He made a covenant with Noah in regard to preservation from the flood, and kept it.  It was no small matter to us, but it was well within God’s ability.

b.
I Kings 8:23  Solomon acknowledged ELOHIM in his dedication prayer of the Temple, “There is no God like Thee, in heaven above or on earth beneath, who keepest covenant and mercy with Thy servants…”

c.
Jeremiah 31:33 & 32:40  Through the course of Israel’s history, even when Israel was backslidden and rebellious against God, the prophets reminded the nation that God had made a covenant that He could not but keep.

(Note: So think about it this way: We read Genesis 1:1-2:4 and read the designation “God.”  We then think whatever it is we think when we hear the title.  The Hebrews, however, heard and read the word ELOHIM, and it was to them like hearing “Great, Powerful Creator, strong to keep His promises.”  But there is more!)
II. Genesis 1:26, 3:22, 11:7  elohim is a plural noun
A.
The use of “us” verifies the plurality.

1.
Genesis 1:26  “ELOHIM said, Let us make man in our image…”
2.
Genesis 3:22  “JEHOVAH ELOHIM said, Behold man is become as one of us…”
3.
Genesis 11:7  “Go to, let us go down…”
4.

These verses (and there are more) make it abundantly clear that the Almighty Creator refers to Himself as being plurality.  If we read the Hebrew language, it would be evident in even more places than we see it in English.
B.
Isaiah 45:5 & 22  God says that He is One and there is not another.
1.
If God (ELOHIM, a plural noun) refers repeatedly to Himself as “us”, is He plurality?
2.
If the same God says He is One God and another beside Him does not exist, is this also true?
3.
The answer is “yes” both times.

4.
The One True and Living God ELOHIM is one in unity; the Great Three In One.
C.
John 1:1-3, 29-34  There has never been a time when ELOHIM was not ELOHIM (plural).

1.
John 1:1  In the beginning the Word was with God and was God (ELOHIM).

2.
John 1:29-34  At Jesus’ baptism, ELOHIM is present: Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  

3.
I John 5:7  Father, Word, and Holy Ghost are the ELOHIM that bear record in heaven of the truth.
  D.
The covenant of ELOHIM.

1.

 Obviously, God made with His creation a covenant that He cannot deny or forsake.

2.

 But as a plural Being, there is unity and only and always unity in the Godhead, because He has covenanted with Himself.  This means the Trinity is in perfect unity.  The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit can never disagree or work opposite.
3.

 The covenant aspect of the name ELOHIM involves unbreakable covenant of unity in the Godhead. 
III.

DOES THIS HELP ME?
A.
Psalm 91:1-2  It helps a great deal if ELOHIM is your God indeed!
1.
V2  If I can say He is my God and the object of my trust, I can take great courage.
2.
If, however, I trust the flesh and my own understanding, the truth of ELOHIM will help little in a practical way in my life.

B.
If He is your ELOHIM, the following is truth for you.
1.
He possesses sufficient strength and power to turn the most dark and dismal circumstances of life into a blessing.

a.

The earth was dark and without form and void.


b.

He spoke and it took shape and was/is a place of spectacular marvel and beauty.

c.
Such might tells me He has all the power I’ll ever need, from being saved to finally reaching heaven itself.

2.
His promises are as good as fulfilled and done.

a.

Titus 1:2  He cannot lie about our salvation.


b.

Philippians 1:6  He will perform in us what He began.

c.
Jude 24-25  Our final salvation does not depend upon us, but upon the ability of God to keep His promises.

d.
We could name many more promises.

3.
He is to us all we need.

a.

II Corinthians 6:17-18  He is our Father.

b.

Hebrews 2:17  The Son is our brother.

c.

The Spirit is our guide, strength, and comforter.

