THE NAMES OF GOD

Lesson V - “JEHOVAH-JIREH”

Genesis 22:1-14

Introduction: Thus far, we have discussed the names of God by considering the names ELOHIM, JEHOVAH, EL SHADDAI, and ADONAI.  Except for JEHOVAH, the names are not found in our English Bible, but the Hebrew words from which they came are very significant and tell us much about the character and nature of God.
With the name JEHOVAH-JIREH, we begin a series of some of the compound names of God.  These are names found in connection with the word JEHOVAH, plus a Hebrew word.  But in our English Bible, the definition of the Hebrew word is often given, and not always an English name.  This will become more clear in following lessons after the name JEHOVAH-JIREH.  The names come to us, most often, out of historical events that show God acting on behalf of man to see to a particular need.  With that in mind, let’s consider the name.  

I.

genesis 22:1-2, 10-15  The historical setting
A.
V1-2  Abraham faces the greatest test of his life.
1.
We know that by this time, Abraham has been through much in following God.
2.
He left Ur of the Chaldees, his father, and most kindred, traveled to Canaan, went in and out of Egypt, and waited 25 years for the birth of Isaac, and more.
3.
Now God asks him to offer that beloved son to Him.
B.
V3-14  Abraham obeys God.
1.
This is a most incredible story of submission and of faith on the part of Isaac as well as Abraham.
2.
No one can question Abraham’s intent; he intended to obey God all the way to the death of Isaac.
3.       In V11-14, he is stopped by God’s angel, as God provided Himself a ram caught in a thicket, and instead of Isaac the ram was given as a sacrifice.
 (Note: Abraham knew two things: He was never out of God’s sight; and that ram was the provision of God, not a mere happenstance.)
4.
So, this being a great occasion of God’s presence and blessing, it would be appropriate as well as customary to give a name to the place in memory of the occasion:  JEHOVAH-JIREH.

II.
JEHOVAH-JIREH DEFINED
(Note: Notice all of V14, and particularly, “in the mount of the Lord it shall be seen.”)
A.
We know what JEHOVAH means; we must define JIREH.
1.
JIREH = to see; to foresee.
2.
JIREH = to provide for the need that is seen or foreseen (foreknowledge).
3.
JEREH = to see, as in to appear; the provision shall appear.
B.
Considering the account, we can understand why Abraham named the place JEHOVAH-JIREH.
1.
There was a need; Isaac, the beloved son of Abraham was about to die and he was the one to carry on Abraham’s seed.
2.
God saw that; yea, He foresaw that need and knew it well.
3.
So, He provided, and there was the ram in the thicket.
4.
We read this as a suspense story, as “Whew! God showed up just on time to save the day.”  Well, true enough, He did.  But it is not as though the situation was ever about out of hand.  He who foresees, knew already what He would do to provide the need for His servant.
.
III.
    EXCITING APPLICATION       
A.
Genesis 22  By type, God shows His “foresight” and demonstrates His provision on Mount Moriah.
1.
It is believed that Mount Moriah was the very spot to be known later as Mount Calvary, where Jesus was crucified.
2.
God was saying in that whole scene of Genesis 22:
           
a.
“I see the need of man; I foresaw this need from before the foundation of the world.”
b.
“And what I see need for, I provide.  My Son is the provision for the need of man’s sin, and I have made provision through the offering of My Son.”  (I Peter 1:18-21)

B.
Romans 8:31-32  Consider the tremendous implications.
1.
Our need, seen by God, required the death of His Son.
2.
He spared Him not!
3.
If our sin need required the death of His Son and He did not spare Him, what need could you possibly have, that can only cost less and He would be unwilling to provide?
4.
As we walk by faith and in humility before God, we need never worry about our needs being met.


    a.
He foresees it.


    b.
He may have even ordered it.


    c.
And what He sees we need, He provides.


    d.
He is JEHOVAH-JIREH.

Conclusion: Now you make the application for your life. Our needs vary, but are common in that JEHOVAH sees, knows, and provides.  See Philippians 4:19 and Hebrews 4:12-16.
