THE NAMES OF GOD

Lesson VI - “JEHOVAH-ROPHE (raw-faw)”
Exodus 15:20-26

Introduction: This is the second of what is called the compound names of God. In other words, we will read the name “LORD” or “GOD”, which is JEHOVAH, along with another name or translation of a name, which tells us yet another aspect of God’s character and His care for His creation, particularly, man.
The last compound name was JEHOVAH-JIREH. The word JIREH is a transliteration, which means the Hebrew word was brought into the English language. JIREH means that the Lord sees and foresees and provides the need that He sees; the Lord provides.
Now notice the very last words of Exodus 15:26, “. . . for I am the LORD (JEHOVAH) that healeth thee.” The Hebrew word ROPHE is defined in the last words of the phrase. Hence we get the name JEHOVAH-ROPHE.
I.

Exodus 15:20-26 Definition and Historical settinG
A.
Definition.
1.
ROPHE = restore; heal; cure; a physician. It refers to the moral and spiritual as well as the physical.
2.
The word is used more than 60 times in the Old Testament.
B.
Historical Setting.

1.
Israel has just received deliverance by God at the Red Sea. Chapter 15 records the victory song of Moses.
2.
V22 Now they are three days removed from the Red Sea and into the wilderness and – no water! This is serious.
3.
V23-24  They come to the place called Marah, and there was water; but, Marah means “bitter” and the waters could not be used.  Now the people murmur against Moses.
4.       V25a Moses cries to God!  What else could he do?
5.       V25-26 God has created the occasion to pass on a timeless lesson to His servant and people.
C.
V 25-26 God explains something of His character to Israel.
1.
V25 God showed Moses a tree, which when Moses had cast it into the waters, made the waters sweet and usable.
2.
V25 God wanted this to be a statute and ordinance, or something they were to live by in their future.
3.        Here is the meaning; follow closely. God is saying…

           “Moses and Israel, did you notice the bitterness of the waters and how they were unbearable and unusable? Well, your lives will sometimes be bitter and unbearable. You will reach points that you think you can drink no more of life. However, did you notice that by use of a tree, I healed those waters? Now you can drink; you can live; you can go on. Do you know why that is so? Because I am JEHOVAH-ROPHE, the LORD that heals, cures, restores. Now drink!”
D.         This applies to all humanity.

1.
In the Bible, “waters” is often symbolic of the sea of humanity.

2.
Because humanity is fallen and sin prevails, there is also the presence of disease, sickness, pain, sorrow, and much suffering. In other words, the waters of life are often bitter.
3.        But God foresaw human need and as in Exodus 15, has done something about it through a tree; the tree of Calvary; the cross of Jesus. It is the tree of Christ that takes the bitterness out of life and heals our sorrows and pains. Life is “drinkable” once Christ has been embraced and received. He, as we shall see, is JEHOVAH-ROPHE!

II.
Jehovah-Rophe and the old testament israel
(Note: The subject could become very large, so I want to show God’s offer of healing to a sick nation. He offered Himself to them as JEHOVAH-ROPHE. I will only cite a couple of passages, although we could turn to many.)
A.
Isaiah 1:1-6, 16-20, & 24-27, Isaiah 53:1,5  Only JEHOVAH could heal the sick nation.
1.
In chapter 1, God describes their sick condition that cannot be cured by religious activity and commotion.
2.
In chapter 53, He introduces by prophecy the only hope for the healing of Israel’s diseases (V4-5).
3.
Isaiah 53 is a prophecy of the coming of Jesus the Messiah. Without Him there could be no national healing. He is JEHOVAH-ROPHE.
B.
Jeremiah 30:15-17  Through Jeremiah, God told Israel there was no healing outside of Him.
1.
They are under God’s judgment and being devoured by the Babylonians.
2.
God said only He could restore health and heal. He is JEHOVAH-ROPHE.
III.

JESUS: JEHOVAH-ROPHE
A.
Clearly, Jesus is presented as the Healer; the One who cures and restores.
1.
Luke 4:16-21  Jesus’ testimony of Himself.
2.
Matthew 8:16-17  The testimony of Holy Ghost inspiration through Matthew.
(Note: Both passages clearly point to the fact that Isaiah spoke of one Person and only one: Jesus!  

Jesus of Nazareth is JEHOVAH-ROPHE, and without Him there is no healing.)

B.
Jesus the Healer primarily heals souls and incidentally heals bodies.
1.
There can be no question that Jesus healed physically and that He presently heals physically; He did and He does, and in so doing is appropriately called JEHOVAH-ROPHE.
2.
But man’s physical comfort and wellness is not man’s primary need, nor are cancer and etc. man’s worst ills.
3.        The most devastating ills are spiritual and have eternal consequences. The primary purpose of Jesus coming was to die for our sins and raise again, that all who believe may be healed, or forgiven, and receive eternal life.

Conclusion: John 5:40 tells why men are not spiritually healed.  Thank God for the bitter tree of Calvary that was provided by God to sweeten the bitter waters of life!

