THE NAMES OF GOD

Lesson XIV – “JEHOVAH-SABAOTH”

Psalm 89:1-8
Introduction: To appreciate the various names of God, it is important to remember that they are used in Scripture to tell us of the wonderful character(istics) of God.  He has revealed these many awesome characteristics for our benefit.  It is to teach us that God is and will be to us all we ever need.  He is sufficient!  His names tell us we do not have a need He cannot meet and that He meets us at the point of our need.
Now let us consider the definition of JEHOVAH-SABAOTH.  JEHOVAH, of course, is LORD.  SABAOTH means to mass together; to assemble; to assemble or to amass a host, as in armies.  “Sabaoth” or “host” is used very often in Scripture as a military term.  You’ve read of the host of the Philistines or of the Syrians or of Egypt, Israel, etc.  The reference is most often to their army.  So if our God is called JEHOVAH-SABAOTH (Lord of Hosts), what does that tell us?  It tells us obviously that JEHOVAH had His armies!  He is the JEHOVAH of His hosts or armies.
I.

an explanation and early uses of the name
A.
An explanation.
1.
The name “Lord of Hosts” was not given to us in the five books of Moses.
2.
He was not revealed by this name until Israel had left Egypt and actually entered Canaan.
3.
Of course it was their job, once in Canaan, to defeat the enemies and war with them. The matter of Israel forming an army and doing battle with veteran troops is quite frightening.  They “may” need help.
B.
Joshua 5:13-15  At this point, JEHOVAH reveals Himself as a God with an army ready for war.
1.
Can you see it?  Israel is about to go against a fortress city, Jericho.
2.
Their fight against Jericho will capture the attention of all of Canaan.
3.
Can they do it?  I mean, with their inexperienced army, can they begin to conquer Canaan?
4.
They don’t have to conquer Canaan! JEHOVAH’s host will conquer and their need is to follow the Captain of the Lord’s host.
5.
Read V13-15 carefully.  Do you realize who the captain of the Lord’s host is?  The LORD!

C.
I Samuel 17:41-46  Goliath never had a chance!
1.
V45  This verse is the key.

2.
David never intended to fight Goliath man to man and pound for pound.

3.
When you think about it, “poor” Goliath mouthed off until he got into a fight that wasn’t fair.  David showed up, but then turned the fight over to the God of Israel’s army, ELOHIM; THE ALMIGHT; JEHOVAH-SABAOTH.  Had Goliath been twice the size he was, the results would have been the same.

Note: These are but a sampling of the many times that JEHOVAH has fought battles for His people.  We could follow through the historical books, Joshua through II Chronicles, and build lesson after lesson on the time Israel or God’s servants were victorious against impossible odds, due to JEHOVAH-SABAOTH.
II.
JEHOVAH-SABAOTH YESTERDAY, TODAY, AND FOREVER
A.
JEHOVAH never changes!  He is immutable; always the same.
1.
My point is that JEHOVAH is to His people what He has been to His people.
2.
From the very beginning, God intended to fight all Israel’s battles for them.  “I will be their God and they shall be My people.” 
3.
 The safety and protection of Israel was always dependent upon God and their trust in Him.
B.
Jesus is JEHOVAH-SABAOTHAHA.
(Note: Follow closely.  The Lord Jesus is to the believer all that JEHOVAH was to Israel in the Old Testament.)
1.
Consider Jesus in Matthew 4, at the temptation.
a.
He could not sin!
b.
As a man, Jesus fasted, prayed, and faced the temptations of Satan for you and me.  He fought and won that for us, and angels ministered unto Him.  (Angels are a part of His host.)
2.
Consider Jesus in Gethsemane and on to the cross.


a.
His prayer for the Father’s will was to meet our need.



b.
On that cross, bleeding and dying, He was fighting that fight for you and me.

c.
The song correctly states, “I should have been crucified; I should have suffered and died.”

3
We believe this, don’t we?  Then we ought to believe that He will continue to fight our battles through the struggles of life, as we experience tests, trials, temptations, wounds, and hurts.


a.
Our adversary is real!  I can’t handle him and neither can you.



b.
But JEHOVAH-SABAOTH has all the army He needs to defeat our foe and all his hosts.

C.
Notice JEHOVAH-SABAOTH and future conflict.
1.
Revelation 12:7-13  Michael and his angels defeat Satan and his angels.


a.
Michael and his angels are JEHOVAH’s hosts!

b.
Michael has no power of himself.  It is the power of JEHOVAH; that mass or army putting the hurt to the dragon and his angels is JEHOVAH’s army!
2.
Read Revelation 19:11-16.  This is the appearance of Jesus to conquer at Armageddon.


a.
V14  He comes and His host from heaven with Him.



b.
He conquers and reigns for 1,000 years with a rod of iron.  It is JEHOVAH-SABAOTH.
Conclusion: Do you face any conflicts, battles, struggles?  Give them to Him.  In your flesh, if you attempt to deal with all adversaries and conflicts yourself, you will be seriously wounded.  If you give the battle to Him, you will know to act only at His command and according to His Word!
