THE NAMES OF GOD

Lesson III- “EL-SHADDAI”
Genesis 17:1-8 & Exodus 6:2-3

Introduction: In the name ELOHIM (Lesson I), we learned that God is of power and might to create and that He made covenant with His creation. It is a covenant that He is of power and might to keep.
In the name JEHOVAH, we learned that God is the self-sufficient, self-existent One who reveals Himself to His creation. The chief characteristic of JEHOVAH is holiness; He loves righteousness and must, by reason of His very nature, judge unrighteousness. Whenever we read the word JEHOVAH or LORD, or GOD, we are seeing God appear as the self-existent One who has revealed His love of righteousness and abhorrence for evil.

And now, by yet another name, we deal with a marvelous and wonderful characteristic of our God and Saviour! He has revealed more of Himself to us in the name EL-SHADDAI.
I.

El-shaddai:; Definition
A.
This requires careful consideration.
1.
THE LORD (JEHOVAH) GOD (ELOHIM) reveals Himself also as God (EL) Almighty (SHADDAI).
2.
It would appear easy and simple to say that He is again revealing His power and might and strength, etc. After all, isn’t that what “Almighty” means? Not exactly!
3.
The aspect of power and might and strength is in the part of the name, EL, which is the root of ELOHIM. This is found 250 times in the Scripture.
B.
What then does SHADDAI mean?
1.
48 times SHADDAI is translated as “Almighty”.
2.
24 times SHADDAI is translated as “Breast”.
    (Note: Don’t give up and think this is weird.  Follow closely…)
3.
ELOHIM means that our God is of power and strength to (1) create and (2) make and keep covenant with His creation.
         4.       EL-SHADDAI or “God Almighty”, does not mean He possesses might and strength, but that He supplies and gives power and strength.
5.
That is where the translation of “breast” fits; as a mother supplies life and strength to the babe from her breast, so does God give and supply His own with strength and power.
6.
EL-SHADDAI = The all-sufficient mighty One, who is the strength-giver and satisfier of His people.

ii.
Genesis 17   AN EXAMPLE OF THE USE OF THE NAME EL-SHADDai
A.
Genesis 16:1-4, 15-16  Abraham was 86 years old; Sarah was 76 years old and barren.
1.
Though God had promised them a son through Sarah, it was not happening.
2.
Frustrated and impatient, Sarah devises a plan whereby “they” may have a son. She gives her maid, Hagar, to Abraham and she conceives and Ishmael is born. Sarah remains barren for 13 more years.
B.
Genesis 17:1-6  ELOHIM is ready to keep His covenant because He is EL-SHADDAI.
1.
Now Abraham is 99 years old, and Sarah is 89.
2.
According to Romans 4:19, the body of Abraham was dead and the womb of Sarah was dead, and childbearing would be a human impossibility. (Genesis17:16-19)
3.
But notice the language of Genesis17:1-8. This fulfilling of the covenant will be fulfilled by God! Not by natural human means and activity, but by the Almighty.
4.
EL-SHADDAI is the supplier; He will pour forth life; He will satisfy the barren womb. It is all of Him! And this story of Abraham and Sarah is just one example.
C.
Another very exciting implication in the name EL-SHADDAI.
1.
ELOHIM is the Creator, who sets in motion what we know as the course of nature.
2.
But when He reveals Himself as EL-SHADDAI, we see that He is not bound by nature, and that to supply and satisfy His own purpose and the needs of His creation, He can cause nature to do what is contrary to itself. That’s right! The impossible is possible with Him.


a.
   Example: Abraham and Sarah became parents at ages 100 and 90.

           b.
   Examples: The Red Sea parts; the sun stands still; the Jordan River stops and the waters back up; the walls of Jericho sink flat into the ground; fire comes out of heaven, and on and on and on.

3. The application should be obvious.
a. We have and will face situations in our life that seem impossible! No answer; no solution!

b. Don’t forget EL-SHADDAI! He supplies; He brings about the impossible; He satisfies those who trust Him for their supply and satisfaction.

(Note: To see the meaning of SHADDAI without the word actually being used, and to give legitimacy to the idea of “breast”, read Isaiah 66: 10-13.

  . 

III.

EL-SHADDAI IS THE ONE WHO MAKES FRUITFUL
(Note: I know you may ask how we arrive at that conclusion, that the name means fruitful. The answer is that while it may not appear as part of the definition of the Hebrew words, EL-SHADDAI is frequently used in connection with making His people to be productive for Him; “fruitful” is the word.)
A.
Some classic examples.
1.
Genesis 17:1,6,20  He revealed Himself as EL-SHADDAI and tells that He will make Abraham and Sarah and Ishmael fruitful.
2.
Genesis 28: 1-3  Isaac blessed Jacob and said EL-SHADDAI would make him fruitful.
3.
Genesis 35:9-11  EL-SHADDAI promised fruitfulness to Jacob. (Jacob recounts this in Genesis 48:3-4).

B.
EL-SHADDAI also chastens, that His own may become fruitful.
1.
Ruth 1:19-21 says the Almighty (EL-SHADDAI) had dealt bitterly with Naomi in chastisement, in that her husband and their fruit (two sons) were dead. But in the end (Ruth 4:13-17), Ruth gives birth to Obed, and Naomi is fruitful again through the chastening of God.
2.
Read John 15:1-5.  The Almighty Father expects His children to be fruitful, and purging of the branches is necessary for fruit bearing.
Conclusion: In summary, we can say that, to us, EL-SHADDAI means that…

God gives Himself to us as the supplier of all needs, even the seemingly impossible,
So that we might give ourselves to Him in faith and complete trust,

So that we might bear fruit and bring glory and honor to Him.

