THE NAMES OF GOD

Lesson X – “JEHOVAH-ROHI (Ro-hee)”

Psalm 23:1-6

Introduction: You will recall that in these compound names of God, we have learned something of the character of God and how this relates to the need of man.  JEHOVAH-JIREH, JEHOVAH-ROPHE, JEHOVAH-NISSI, JEHOVAH-M’KADDESH, and JEHOVAH-TSIDKENU all tell us a way in which Jehovah meets man at the point of his need.
Although we have not given major emphasis to it in every single lesson, there is something thrilling and wonderful with every name, and it is that to the New Testament believer, each name finds its fulfillment for us in the person of Jesus Christ; JEHOVAH-JESUS.  (We lose the “Jehovah’s Witness” cults right here, and the Mormons!)  Jesus is the “I AM” and said so in John 8:58.  Only JEHOVAH could say, “I AM.”

In no other case is it more clearly seen that Jesus is JEHOVAH meeting our need, than in the 23rd Psalm, where JEHOVAH is ROHI.  “ROHI” comes from the Hebrew word raah, which means to tend; to lead; to feed; to lead to a pasture; to shepherd.

Over and over in the Old Testament, God refers to His people as His flock, His sheep.  This is clear in the Psalms, and in Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel.
I.

jesus claimed to be the shepherd of psalm 23
(Note: The people of Bible lands and Bible days understood the unique and wonderfully close relationship that a good shepherd had with his sheep.  Many people of the world still do comprehend it.  Unfortunately, our society is becoming further and further removed from understanding agriculture, and therefore a little explanation may be necessary.)
A.
A brief summary of the nature of sheep.
1.
 Sheep must be led. 


a.
You lead sheep; you do not “drive” sheep as you would cattle or horses.



b.
They must put trust in a shepherd leader.

2.
 Sheep must be protected.



a.
They are not fighters.



b.
They make easy prey for predators.



c.
A shepherd must fight for them.

3.
 Sheep are very susceptible to dangers.



a.
They must be led to pasture and water that are safe.



b.
They must be kept from rocky steeps, dangerous banks, and canyons.



c.
The shepherd must take care to protect from storm, disease, cold, and every danger.

4.
Basically, sheep are dumb animals when left alone, but very productive and delightful animals when submitted to the shepherd’s care.
B.
Praise God for Jesus, the Good Shepherd of the sheep.
1.
John 10:11-15  Jesus is the Good Shepherd, who lays down His life for the sheep.


a.
He is the Good Shepherd; emphasize “good.”



b.
He died for the sheep.
2.
Hebrews 13:20  Jesus is the Great Shepherd, brought again from the dead.


a.
He is the Great Shepherd; emphasize “great.”


b.
He is alive from the dead after laying down His life.
3.
I Peter 5:4  Jesus is the Chief Shepherd, who shall appear again.


a.
He is the Chief Shepherd; emphasize “chief.”


b.
He shall appear.

4.
 There is the complete shepherd.



a.
He laid down His life for the sheep.



b.
He rose from the dead, our Great Shepherd.



c.
He will reappear to gather all His sheep to Himself as Chief Shepherd.



d.
He is to we sheep, all we need Him to be: JEHOVAH-ROHI.
II.
psalm 23:1-6  if the lord is your shepherd, you will experience needs met
A.
“I shall not want.”
1.
V2  I shall not want for peace and rest.
2.
V2  I shall not want for refreshment.
3.
V3  I shall not lack forgiveness.
4.

V3  I shall not lack guidance. 
5.
V4  I shall not lack companionship.
6.
  V4  I shall not lack comfort.
7.
  V5  I shall not lack sustenance.
8.
  V5  I shall not lack joy.

9.
  V6  I shall not lack anything in this life.

10.
  V6  I shall not lack anything in the life to come.
B.
The wonderful thing about the 23rd Psalm is V1.
1.
The Lord is my Shepherd. 
2.
Jehovah becomes your Shepherd by a personal acceptance of Jesus Christ.
3.
It is one thing to know the 23rd Psalm; it is another thing to know the Shepherd.
