THE NAMES OF GOD

Lesson IX – “JEHOVAH-TSIDKENU”

Jeremiah 23:1-6

Introduction: We are dealing with another of the compound names of God.  We have discussed the meaning of the names of JEHOVAH-JIREH, JEHOVAH-ROPHE, JEHOVAH-NISSI, and JEHOVAH-M’KADDESH.  Of course we know that JEHOVAH (or LORD and GOD) refers to the Almighty, Self-Existent Creator who loves righteousness. Now the other names along with JEHOVAH tell us something of God’s character in His dealings with men.  He sees and provides, He heals, He is the victor for man, and He sanctifies.  These are the meanings, in the order listed above, of the compound names.

Our God is all we need!  We need God!  And when we humble ourselves and turn to Him, He meets us at the point of our need. What a blessing!


This lesson concerns the name JEHOVAH-TSIDKENU (sid-kay’-noo).  We will first define the word, then see its usage in Jeremiah 23, and then gather some application.
I.

jeremiah 23:6b  the meaning of tsidkenu
A.
TSIDKENU = The LORD our righteousness.
B.
It is derived from the word tsedek.
1.
Originally, the word tsedek meant “stiff” or “straight”.
2.
It had to do with God’s ways in dealing with His creation as being straight and stiff.  It meant God was right (or we would say righteous), and a synonym would be “holy”.  God is right, righteous, holy!  (Psalm 129:4 and Isaiah 45:21)
3.
TSIDKENU adds to the meaning that God is not only Himself righteous, but also our righteousness.
II.
understanding the usage of tsidkenu in jeremiah 23
A.
Some background explanation of Jeremiah 23.
1.
The nation of the Jews split north and south after the death of Solomon.
2.
After approximately 300 years, the northern kingdom was overthrown by Assyria and ceased to exist as a nation, all because of their continual sin against God.  Their sin was forsaking God and turning to idol worship and all associated evils.
3.
Judah remained a nation for another 100 years or more, and in their history had 8 good kings while the northern kingdom never had a good king.
4.

The last good king of Judah was Josiah, but as good a king as he was, the nation did not revive.  When Josiah was killed in a fight with Egypt, he had 3 sons succeed him to the throne, all of whom were evil. 
5.
During this time, Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon was nearing a complete takeover of Judah, and in fact himself appointed the last king of Judah, named originally Mattaniah.  However, Nebuchadnezzar changed his name to Zedekiah, which means “the righteousness of Jehovah.”  It appears Nebuchadnezzar meant this to be derision against the Jews and a mockery of Jehovah; Zedekiah was not a righteous man.
6.
So, try to get the picture: Injustice and wickedness have prevailed in Judah; the evil and powerful Babylonians, led by Nebuchadnezzar, are taking control of Judah and taking captives; Jerusalem will soon be devastated by destruction.  Everything looks bad; real bad!
B.
Jeremiah 23:1-6  Jeremiah then makes an amazing prophecy.
1.
Beginning in V3, he says that God will re-gather all His people who have been scattered. 
2.
Judah had pastors who would not feed them.  They had kings and leaders who did not reign, rule, and judge righteously.  They had no justice and righteousness, so God let them scatter.
3.
V3-4  But He will re-gather them in the future.

4.
V5-6  God has a future King for Judah of David’s branch (offspring), and He will be a King of Righteousness.

a.

V5  He will execute judgment and justice, something the nation saw little of.


b.

V6  He will save and restore Judah and preserve Israel.

5.
What kind of King could this be?  JEHOVAH-TSIDKENU!  Oh yes; the LORD our righteousness must Himself rule and reign!
(Note: This prophecy has not yet been fulfilled upon Israel, but according to God’s covenant with the land of Canaan, with the seed of Abraham, and with King David himself, JEHOVAH Himself must one day reign on earth, and it will be a righteous reign that will not tolerate injustice and unrighteousness (Revelation 19:11-16).  So, to say it plainly: JEHOVAH-TSIDKENU is Jesus Christ.  Now that is the proper explanation of Jeremiah 23.)
III.

JESUS IS OUR JEHOVAH-TSIDKENU, AS WELL AS ISRAEL’S
(Note: Without going into a long biblical explanation, I must say that no one will enter the heaven of the righteous God who has not been made righteous.)
A.
Romans 3:10-12  None of us are, by ourselves, righteous.
1.
Now suppose a person lives what all consider to be a “good” life; they have in every way endeavored to do righteously.  Then on that basis, suppose they should gain heaven.  What about that?
2.
That is called self-righteousness.
a.
Luke 18:10-14  God rejects all self-righteousness, and in Isaiah 64:6 calls our righteousnesses “filthy rags”.

b.
Romans 10:1-3  Any person who depend upon their own rightness rejects God’s righteousness.
B.
Romans 10:4-5, 9-10  Christ is our righteousness: JEHOVAH-TSIDKENU.
1.
When we stand before God, as we most assuredly will, we must be clothed in righteousness.


2.
Our own righteousness is repulsive to God, but He is well pleased with the righteousness of His Son, Jesus. (Revelation 19:8)
Conclusion: Can you say of Jesus Christ, as your personal testimony, that to you He is JEHOVAH-TSIDKENU?  He must be yours personally in order for you to be ready for heaven.
