THE NAMES OF GOD

Lesson XV – “QADOWSH-IYSH”
(pronounced Kaw-Dōshe’-Eesh)
Isaiah 12:1-6
Introduction: In these last two lessons, we will shift our emphasis somewhat.  In most of our lessons, we have emphasized the fact that God’s various names reveal His character or characteristics and how they relate to His creation (primarily man), meeting us at the point of our need.  Oh, how we praise God for this fact, that He is a caring and condescending God!  It is most humbling to know that He . . .
· Makes and keeps covenants with His creation (ELOHIM)

· Supplies our necessary strength and power; He is the Almighty (EL-SHADDAI)

· Sees and provides the need for what He sees (JEHOVAH-JIREH)

· Heals and gives cure and comfort (JEHOVAH-ROPHE)

· Not only gives victory, but is Himself our banner of victory (JEHOVAH-NISSI)

· Sets us apart to Himself from the bondage of sin and from the condemnation of the world (JEHOVAH-M’KADDESH)
· Feeds and leads and cares for us as the Shepherd of our lives (JEHOVAH-ROHI)

· And we could go on and on.

In this lesson and the next, we will speak of two of God’s attributes that should put us on our face and bring us to Him.  He comes to us at the point of our need to be sure.  But God is not a God to be used by His creation.  He is to be feared, loved, obeyed, and worshipped.  The name for this lesson should put us in awe of Him.  Notice Isaiah 12:6.  Isaiah calls JEHOVAH-ELOHIM, “QADOWSH-IYSH”: Holy One!
I.

God is holy!
A.
The chief attribute of God is that He is holy!
1.
This fact will surprise many who are quite convinced that God’s chief attribute would be love.
2.
Holy = separate; set apart; other than.
B.
The prophet Isaiah was acutely aware of God’s separateness; apartness; His otherness; holiness!
1.
Isaiah 1:2-4  The condition of the nation was particularly abhorable to Isaiah because he was mindful of the Holy One; QADOWSH-IYSH.
2.
Isaiah 6:1-5  Isaiah’s vision of God’s holiness put him in awe of God.
a.
Heavenly beings encircle the throne, and their purpose is to declare the holiness of God.

b.
Did you notice they do not cry, “Love, love, love”?  Or, “Mercy, mercy, mercy”?  Or, “Grace, grace, grace”?

c.
It is because God is essentially holy!  Oh yes; the Almighty ELOHIM, JEHOVAH, ADONAI can be characterized with one word: Holy!

II.
god is alone in his holiness
(Note:  A proper understanding of the word “holy” should make this point obvious.)
A.
His aloneness is well documented in Scripture.
1.
Exodus 15:11  “Who is like unto Thee, O Lord, among the gods?  Who is like Thee, glorious in holiness, fearful in praises, doing wonders?”
2.
Read Isaiah 40:12-28.  There you have it.  All that is called god is not only not God, it is pure idolatry to attempt to make any comparison with God.
B.
Consider the foolishness of comparing gods with QADOWSH-IYSH.
1.
He is revealed as the Holy One; QADOWSH-IYSH.
a.
The Holy how many? One!
b.
So there are how many?  One!  One Creator, Covenant-making, Covenant-keeping, Almighty God.
2.
This means that the Holy One can know no equal; even stronger, He knows no rival.
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Since He is the Creator God, the Holy One, He must be “other” than His creation.  And since all that exists has its existence in Him, it is utterly absurd to say there could be one like Him or a rival to Him.
4.
He not only exists alone as the Holy Self-Existent God, there is no threat to Him looming on even the most distant horizon.  He is the Alpha and Omega; the beginning and the ending.  He is before all things and above all things . . . He is the Holy One!
III.
GOD DEMANDS HOLINESS; QADOWSH-IYSH CALLS US TO HOLINESS
A.
I Peter 1:15-16 “Be ye holy; for I am holy.”
1.
What does “holy” mean in relation to QADOWSH-IYSH? (Quickly review.)


2.
Then what do you suppose it means in relation to us?


a.
He calls us to separateness; to apartness; He calls us to a life of “otherness.”


b.
Other than what?  

c.
Other than what we were before He saved us. Other than what He saved us from: sin and the world.
3.
That we be holy is more than a casual request or a passing suggestion.  It is as though He is saying, “I am QUADOWSH-IYSH (The Holy One) and I am JEHOVAH-M’KADDESH (JEHOVAH who sanctifies).  Now, you live like Me; separate and apart from the unbelieving world and separated unto Me!”
B.
The holiness that prepares us for heaven and separates us to God is formed in Jesus Christ.
1.
Luke 4:33-34  Even demons recognize Jesus as the Holy One.

2.
It is through our standing in Jesus Christ that God counts us holy.

3.
II Corinthians 7:1 It is through obedience to the Word and His Holy Spirit that we live a holy life.
