Hillcrest 2023 Value Lessons

Praise (Music)
Colossians 3:16; Psalm 40:1-3

INTRODUCTION: We are all very familiar with this verse in Colossians chapter three that encourages us in the area of music. This verse holds more significance though than just another lesson on music. The first half of verse 16 cements this as one of the more foundation truths of the New Testament.

I. We would all agree that we need to let the Word of Christ dwell in us richly in all wisdom. 
a. Richly means to be present enough to make a ________________________, like a dessert that is rich, so sweet and robust that you can taste it. 
What does the Word dwelling in us richly look like practically?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
b. But how does this happen? 
i. Preaching? Of course. Bible teaching? Yes. Scripture reading? Absolutely. But that is not exactly what Paul says here. 
ii. The key to a difference making presence of the Word of God in your heart, according to this verse is “…teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, _________________ with grace in your hearts to the Lord.”

II. Teaching and admonishing is to take place in song. 
a. The point of this lesson is not to study exactly what Psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs are, but suffice it to say that we are to be singing songs based on Scripture, ___________________, and truth. 
b. But why singing? 
i. Music affects our emotions, and though emotions can sometimes be over emphasized, they do help create a pathway directly to our heart. 
ii. Also, music helps put truth to ___________________. 
1. If we are not convinced that this is important, consider the children of Israel. 
2. If we could sum up all of their errors into one, I would submit to you that it was _____________________________. 
3. I do not think it is a coincidence that in Deuteronomy 31, Moses tells them to memorize a song. 

III. Paul says that we are to sing with “grace,” which means thanks and ____________. 
a. These are both expressions that should naturally flow out of a child of God. 
b. This is speaking of how we communicate truth in song. 
c. If we are to use singing as a way to teach and admonish this, then we are to do so ___________________________. 
i. Here is a good question to ask yourself: Does how you are singing convince people that what you are singing is true? 
ii. We all appreciate a teacher that is passionate about what they are teaching in the classroom, and we should be similarly passionate as we admonish one another in song. 
What does singing with grace, joy, passion, etc. look like and not look like?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
IV. The direction of our singing should be “…to the Lord.” 
a. Though this verse is about teaching one another, we are to sing to ___________. 
b. Consider Psalm 40:3, “And he hath put a new song in my mouth, even praise unto our God: many shall see it, and fear, and shall trust in the Lord.” 
i. When we sing to the Father about what He has done in our lives, it will cause others to trust the Lord. 
ii. In other words, praise is a great _____________________ tool.

V. As we consider this verse, we must also consider its context. 
a. As you read chapter three, you will see truths that will emphatically impact our hearts, our families, and our church: 
i. Verse 8 says, “But now ye also put off all these; anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy communication out of your mouth.” 
ii. Consider verse 12, “Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering;” 
iii. We also see instruction given to wives, husbands and children. 
iv. These are all foundational thoughts and ideals, and it is with this same exact emphasis that Paul says that we are to admonish and instruct one another of truth in song. 
b. Therefore, singing cannot just be something we half-heartily participate in just as putting off anger and putting on humbleness of mind are not just __________________ suggestions for Christlikeness. The richness of God’s Word dwelling in us hinges upon it.

MAIN IDEA: As we sing together with all of our hearts to the Lord, we will in turn be filled by foundational truths of the Lord.

VI. Consider the Biblical truths in the following songs, and discuss why these truths are important for us to remember and stand upon. 
a. It is Well: “My sin not in part but the whole, is nailed to the cross, and I bear it no more!”
b. How Firm a Foundation: “When through fiery trials your pathway shall lie, My grace, all-sufficient, shall be your supply…”
c. He Will Hold Me Fast: “He'll not let my soul be lost; His promises shall last; Bought by Him at such a cost, He will hold me fast.”
d. Follow On: “Down in the valley, or upon the mountain steep, Close beside my Savior will my soul ever keep; He will lead me safely in the path that He has trod…”
e. He Lives: “I serve a risen Savior, He’s in the world today; I know that He is living, Whatever men may say;
f. Surely Goodness and Mercy: “Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me, All the days, all the days of my life”
g. What a Friend We Have in Jesus: “Can we find a friend so faithful, Who will all our sorrows share? Jesus knows our every weakness, Take it to the Lord in prayer.”
h. Oh, How He Loves You and Me: “Oh, how He loves you and me.
He gave His life, what more could He give; Oh, how He loves you, Oh, how He loves me…”

APPLICATION: This is the Truth that God desires for us to admonish one another with. Sing truth and praise the Lord, and do so passionately—this is how the Word of Christ can begin and continue to dwell in us richly!
1. Don’t just go through the _____________________ of congregational singing—this is a sacred service that God has created, commanded and compelled you to do.
2. Participate in the congregational singing – with heart and mind.
3. _______________ for a fresh anointing on our music.
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